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THE POSTMARKS
OF THE

BRITISH ISLES
FROM 1840.

PREFACE.
The general interest taken in the subject of postmarks and postage stamps, and the

favourable reception and reviews accorded to my work on the early postmarks of the

British Isles,* has abundantly proved that, in spite of a world of books, there is still a

sufificient demand for such a publication. This fact has, to a great extent, influenced my
present venture in producing a companion volume continuing the history of British post-

marks from the point where the first volume ceased down to 1876. In revising for publi-

cation in book form the articles which have already appeared in The Bazaar^ Exchange,

and Mart, the arrangement of the contents has followed as closely as possible the lines

of the earlier volume. In rewriting the work opportunity has been taken to add some

particulars of the sections of the postal service where the various postmarks were in use.

A chapter on postage stamps, without which a work of this description could hardly be

considered complete, has been included, and the opportunity has also been taken of in-

troducing some notes and types of postmarks that should have been included in the

earlier work. Figs, i and 2 are date stamps of the London Chief Office, introduced at

Figs. 1 and 2. London Date-marks.

the end of 1786 or the beginning of 1787. This particular type, with the month printed

in full or nearly so, was apparently in use for a very short time, and will be generally

found in the earlier months of the year 1787 ; in the later months of the same year the

type was changed, as shown in Fig. 3 on page 4 in the early volume, an abbreviated form

of the year being added. I have seen these marks with the letter " .Al " in the centre, as

well as " B."

* The History 0/ the Early Postmarks of the British Isles, l.y John G. Hendy. London :

L. Upcott Gill.

i



2 THE POSTMARKS OF THE BRITISH ISLES FROM ISJfO.

It is regretted that, in describing the many changes in connection with the London

Penny Post, the Act of Parhament 4 George II. c. 33 was inadvertently overlooked.

This omission makes it necessary for mc to supplement my former remarks on page 55

by the following explanation. The Act of Anne merely provided that letters by the

Penny Post should be charged a penny, and was silent on the subject of the second or

delivery penny. The Act 4 George II. c. 33, of 1731, made the delivery penny legal.

The Act of 1794 made prepayment optional, and imposed a postage of 2d. in either

direction on letters to or from parts beyond the cities of London and Westminster, the

Bprough of Southwark, and their suburbs ; but letters from one part of the cities of

London and Westminster and Borough of Southwark to another part of the town were,

until the year 1801, only charged one penny.

Another matter that has been brought to my notice in connection with the London
Penny Post is the use of three marks not shown in the earlier volume. These postmarks,

gtMASON
Fig. 3.

Figs. 3, 4, and '

Fig. 4.

London Penny Po->t Varicdes.

Fig. 5.

which are fairly rare, should be included at page 60. As alre.idy pointed out, the London
Penny Post receivers used no stamp or mark previous to the year 1794. As regards

Fig. 3, a correspondent surmises that "Mason" kept the Penny Post Office at West-
minster. This surmise is not quite accurate. The mark shown was probably taken from

a letter of the year 1787. I have one bearing the date '• Nov. 8. 1787 " posted at Edin-

burgh for delivery at Battersea Rise. This letter bears the two marks shown in Figs. 4
and 5, with this exception, that the small stamp is "

5 o'clock" instead of " 10 o'clock" ;

but this cover bears no name such as " Mason.'' Upon inquiry, however, I find that one
Daniel Mason was, in the year 1787, chief sorter at the Temple Branch Office of the

Penny Post. I am unable to say why or for what purpose his name was impressed on
the letter. A regul;ir postmark was in use at the Temple Office in 1704, Fig. 6.

Fig. 0.

The chief office of the Penny Post was removed, in 17;^, from Throgmorton Street

to Post Office Yard, Lombard Street.

Many types of postmarks which, according to date, should have been included in

the earlier volume have been brought to my notice by friends who are desirous that they
may now be included in the companion volume, and accordingly they are inserted here,
with notes attached where such is possible or necessary. The two "Free" marks are
particularly good. Fig. 7 is an entirely new type to me. In Fig. 8 the "S" in the centre
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no doubt represents Sunday. The three Foreign Office marks are interesting. Fig. 9,

in which the letter "V" is inserted instead of the figure "5," was an error of the stamp

maker, as explained on page 10 of the earlier volume. Fig. 10, bearing the number

;JUL2?8

Fig. Fig. 9.

o

\^1-^

iaos^
Fig 10. Fig. 11.

" 97 " in the centre, is explained by the following arrangement. A register was kept in

the Foreign Office of letters returned from abroad. These letters were numbered con-

secutively and entered in the register. The sender of the letter was informed that a

letter bearing such a number would be given up upon payment of the postage due upon

it. The object in using the number was to prevent the name of the addressee being

divulged, in which case the sender would probably know the contents of the letter. The

plan, however, does not appear to have been very successful, as in 1807, out of some

1 200 returned letters, only fifty were applied for. Fig. 11, although bearing the year

date, has the month and day omitted. Fig. 12 is an early " Paid" mark of the London

Chief Office, and Fig. 13 was in common use in the same office, the figure being written

in. My attention has also been drawn to a few interesting early country postmarks. A
unique mark is that of Stockport, Fig. 14, resembling somewhat the marks in use at

Jersey and Guernsey; another of the curved variety is that of Manchester, Fig. 15.

There is also another curious old postmark of Manchester, dated 1706, printed in one

line if inches long, letters i\ inch high, in which the letters "hp;" and "te" are

conjoined.
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It is not possible to illustrate the numerous types of "Paid," " Missent," and "Too

Late" marks, but the following are given as a few of the best that have come under my

notice, Figs. i6 to 22 :

—

'
IT "

Fig. 16 Fig. IB. 1S22.

paid at Ftome
Fig. 17. lSS5(Ulackink).

Dissent to

SALISBURY
> ^

Fig. IS. 1831. Fig. 19. 1S20.

•̂«*S
tr^

Fig. 20. lS2fl.

TOO LATE
^

Fig. 21. 1820 (Shrewsbury). Fig. 22.

Some of the larger towns, such as IJirmingham, Bristol, Exeter, etc., had several

types of Penny Post marks in use ; five of the rarer of these marks are given—Figs. 23 to

27. The Bristol is the smallest of this class of dated siaxn^ I have seen.

P? P
N^'I5J

Fig. 23. 18S6(Birmingliani).

BRISTOL
PYPOST

l''ig. -4. Itij7 (Birmingham). Fig. 25.

Fig. 20. isn Fig. 27. 1822.

There are also a few Scotch and Irish marks to be included. Fig. 28 is an

Edinburgh mark, which should come in after Fig. 379 in the earlier volume ; Fig. 29 is

another variety of the "Too Late" mark, which was in use at Glasgow ; Fig. 30 shows
the name of a place which was a post town until 1824, when it was reduced to a sub-

office. The use of mileage and route letters is very peculiar. " Tayinloane," it will be
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noted, has the route lettei', but no mileage, whilst two Penny Post receiving office

marks. Figs. 31 and 32, bear both mileage and route letter. Fig. 33 is a somewhat
rare mark.

I
fTAYlNI-OAJJE

Fig. 30. Green.

J96 — JS.

Fig. 31.

CAMPBZLTON
STEAMBOAT

1' ig. ii3. Fig. 34. An early Scotch Steamer.

The Campbelton Steamer mark is inleresting. These vessels commenced running

in 1828, and plied regularly between Glasgow and Campbeltown—twice a week in

summer, and three times a fortnight in winter. The regular post to Campbeltown was
on three days each week, and on the alternate days, when the steamer ran, it was found

that large numbers of letters were being illegally carried to and fi'O ; so that, early in

1830, it was deemed necessary to contract with the owners of the vessel for the con-

(deliver*]
FREE

Fig. 36. Red. Fig. 86. Black.

veyance of a mail upon each occasion the steamer made a passage. The postmark.

Fig. 34, was impressed upon the letters for the following reason : the water route being

shorter than the road the postage was less ; it was therefore necessary to mark the

letters so that they could be identified. Fig. 35 is an oval variety of Fig. 513 in the

earlier volume ; Fig. 36 is a mark that was impressed upon the correspondence of
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various/ Irish religious and charitable associations, which enjoyed the privilege of

franking ; Figs. 37 and 38 are varied types of Irish post-town marks bearing Irish

mileage.

Fig. 37. B/ncA. Fig. 38. Seii.

As regards Fig. 38a, it is necessary to explain that before the year 1840 there were

five distinct classes of letters, viz. :

—

" Merchants' " letters, retained in the office until called for ;
" Country " letters,

posted unpaid, passing through; "Office" letters, on official business; "Members'"

letters, under the parliamentary franking privilege ; and " States," Government letters.

This mark is taken from a letter dated 27 July, 1749, posted in Cooksborough, near

Mullingar, and addressed to Holborn, London. The postage on the letter should have

been paid to Dublin. As this was omitted to be done, the letter was impressed with the

" Country" postmark to denote that it was what was termed a "through" letter.

COUNTRY
There is, perhaps, no Government department the business of which will furnish

more striking evidence of the prosperity and progress of the British Empire than the

Post Office, whether as regards increase of the general wealth, the improvement in

the education and the intelligence of the people, or the stirring energy which in time

has raised mere villages to be great centres of industry.

The use and charm of collecting any kind of object is to educate the mind and the

eye to careful observation, accurate comparison, and just reasoning on the differences

existing between the various specimens. This will be easily understood by those who
are in the habit of seeing stamps when, if the eye is at all accurate, you can detect

an imitation instinctively, even without reference to the special safeguards, such as the

watermark. The collection of stamps and postmarks taken conjointly, and the proper

arrangement of them, form undoubtedly an interesting hobby ; some of the variations

in their types are so slight that they require minute examination and comparison to

prevent them from being overlooked ; and the fact of obtaining postmarks from so

many parts of a country leads to a careful study of geography and history, which can

be illustrated by notes on either or both subjects being placed against the mark of each

town or village, as for instance :

—

'859

Fig. 39.
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" This town, which formerly returned two members to Parliament, has the distinc-

tion of having been represented four times in succession (1635-43) by the famous John
Hampden, who was one of its first representatives, and to whose family the manor
belonged."

BANmCKBUHN
Fig. 40.

" Situate about two miles from Stirling. A battle was fought here on the 24th June,

1 314, between the English under King Edward the Second and the Scotch under Robert

Bruce. The latter gained a great and decisive victory which secured the independence

of Scotland."

" A river port on the Foyle ; was colonized and fortified in the reign of James I by
the London Companies, who had purchased large tracts of the confiscated estates of the

Earl of Tyrone, at which period it took the name of Londonderry. It is famous in Irish

history for the memorable siege it sustained in 1689 against the forces of James II."

The collecting and arranging of stamps and postmarks with such notes cannot fail

to be an education to the young, and yet a harmless fad which, in after days when the

rush of life is over, may even be looked upon as worthy of the study of mature age.

Diligent and conscientious search has been made to get together what it is hoped

will be found to be a fairly complete collection of all the types of the postmarks in use

during the period covered by this work, and to give as clearly as possible an accurate

description of the various marks, the reason for their use, and the dates at which they

were brought into use. It is in the latter case that the postmark comes in useful, for

without the postmark it would be impossible to decide upon the dates of issue of certain

stamps. I return my most cordial thanks to the many friends who have kindly assisted

me with specimens of postmarks.

J. G. Hendy.



INTRODUCTION.

WRITTEN ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE PENNY POSTAGE.

Hail, joyous day ! The Postage Bill

Brings blessings great and many ;

And best of all, say what we will,

It only costs a penny.

From John o' Groat's to Eng-land's end,

From Norfolk to Kilkenny,

A letter now may reach a friend.

And only cost a penny.

The dying miser writes
—"Dear son,

My days will not be many."

The youth exclaims—" God's will be done !

This news is worth a penny ^'^

Dame Nature will her right pursue ;

Fond Jack woo smiling Jenny ;

A note brimful of love—if true.

Is surely worth a penny.

Hurrah ! hurrah ! May Rowland Hill

Ne'er want " the ready penny "
;

To him we owe the Postage Bill,

And blessings great and many.

One of the earliest and most troublesome difficulties that Rowland Hill had to sur-

mount in order to make his Uniform Penny Post plan successful was the invention

of a suitable ink and obliterating stamp to deface the postage-labels.

The adhesive penny stamp and the Mulready cover came into use on the 6th May,

1840, and immediately arose the obliteration difficulty. In stamping the Mulready

covers the stampers were warned to be careful to place the obliteratioii mark on the

" Britannia." In regard to the subject of the defacing of postage stamps, Mr. Hill wrote

on the i4tb May, 1840 : "The obliteration of the stamps as they pass through the post-

office appears to be done very carelessly. Two cases have come under my knowledge

to-day in which the stamp had not been obliterated at all ; this carelessness has

given rise to much complaint and animadversion, and has to a considerable extent

brought the whole plan of the stamps into disrepute." A week later he evidently was
more alarmed, for he says :

" Several more cases of stamps wholly unobliterated or

nearly so have come under my- knowledge, and all sorts of tricks are being played by the

public, who are exercising their ingenuity in devising contrivances for removing the

obliteration stamps by chemical agents and other means. One contrivance is to wash
the stamps over before the letter is posted with isinglass or something else, which acts as

a varnish, and as the obliterating stamp falls on this varnish it is easily removed by
soap and water. Tricks of this kind are quite sufficiently numerous to produce great

annoyance."

This annoyance was much aggravated when Mr. Hill received from various sources
clear proof that the ;rrf stamping composition could be easily and cheaply removed from



INTRODUCTION. 9

the stamps by the aid of chemicals. This fact caused the composition to be changed
from the red to a black oleaginous ink, which in turn was also removed by chemicals.

Mr. Hill at this failure says in his biography : "The worry of this continued succession

of hope and disappointment made me at last almost afraid to enter my office . . . and
in my anxiety I went so far as to trouble the greatest chemist of the age (Professor

Faraday)."

After many experiments and trials of various coloured inks by chemists and others,

Messrs. Perkins and Co., aided by Professor R. Phillips, F.R.S., invented an ink which
was so far successful that it could not be removed without serious injury to the postage

stamp, and when the colour of the label was changed from black to red to a great extent

the principal difficulty was removed. But Rowland Hill's troubles were far from being

at an end ; several cases of fraud were brought to his notice. In each instance an
official of the Post Office was the perpetrator of the fraud, which consisted of making use

of labels that had already been used in payment of postage. The first case to be

brought to trial was that of a postmaster, but on account of the same type of obliteration

mark (Fig. 42) being in use at all offices, and there being no mark to distinguish one

Fig. 42.

office from another, the prosecution failed, and the case was dismissed. In consequence

of this failure the other cases were never brought up for trial.

Shortly afterwards figures, from l to 12, were inserted in the obliteration stamps in

use in the London Chief Office (Fig. 43), so that the stampers using each number could be

Fig. 43.

traced if necessary. The Maltese Cross or croix patee obliterator—the latter is really

the correct term to apply to it from a heraldic point of view—varied a good deal in shape

in different places. Figs. 44 to 46 are three different styles. They are also found with a

Fig. 44. Fig. 45.

Figs. 4^-40. Variations of t^e croix patee.

Fig. 46.

dot in the centre, but rarely so. Rowland Hill did not consider the croix path obliter-

ator as by any means perfect. From his point of view it was '' too small, and, being light

in the central parts, is not so effective in cancelling the label, which is also hght in the
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centre," and suggested to the Postmaster-General the use of an oblong date-stamp as in

Fig. 47-

The reason given for the use of a double date-stamp was that while one im-

HAhfCHfSTEB. ]fihiiCH£Sr£/i

IULy3/<w JULY 31 tu)

Fig. 47.

pression fell on the label the other would appear on the letter, and thus form a sufficient

check on Postmasters and clerks against substituting an obliterated for an unobliterated

label. On the ground that " the dated stamp on a letter is frequently referred to in cases

of importance as a proof of the time of its receipt," the suggestion was not looked upon

with favour.

Instructions were, however, issued to all Postmasters to date-stamp their letters in

addition to obliterating the label. The principal difficulty, however, was to introduce a

workable system of obliteration which would clearly indicate every qffice in the British

Isles, whether using a date-stamp or not. Many suggestions were made with this view,

and among them was a unique combination of figures (Fig. 48), the figures to be differ-

ently placed in each stamp.

Fig. 48.

A more simple and effective system, however, was introduced by Mr. Francis Abbott,

a senior clerk in the Secretary's Office, G.P.O., London. His suggestion was that each

stamp should bear a different figure or number, which should be supplied to all offices,

and that each office should have a distinct number by which it could be easily identified.

Mr. Abbott's suggestion was adopted, and the following types of obliteration marks,

shown in Figs. 49-51, came into use:

—

Fig. 4!). Used in Chief Office. Fig. 50. Used in London District. Fig. -01. Used in England and Wales.

All the earlier obliteration marks were made of wood. An explanatory notice of

them was issued to the public as follows :
" It sometimes occurs that the stamps on

letters used to denote the places at which such had been posted are not sufficiently

plain ; in such cases the stamp used to obliterate the postage label may supply the

information. The shape of the stamp and its number will prove the office in which it

has been used." A general warning was also issued to Postmasters and other officials,

"That the Postmaster-General having received many complaints of the imperfect manner
in which the letters are stamped at various offices, hereby gives' notice that any neglect

of this important duty will hereafter be attended with serious consequences to the party

in fault.''
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These obliteration marks came into use in May, 1884.

When war was declared by England and France against Russia in the spring of

1854, it was determined to dispatch an officer of the Enghsh Post Office to Constanti-

nople to undertake the duty of Army Postmaster in the Crimea. The officer selected

was Mr. E. J. Smith, of the London Chief Office, to whom subsequently were attached

three Assistant Postmasters and seven sorters from the same office.

The chief or principal office was located in Constantinople, and branch or camp
offices were established at different points of the seat of war, where, for the convenience

of both officers and soldiers who desired to prepay their letters, a stock of postage

stamps of the values of id., 6d., and is. was on sale. The letters were date-stamped, as

in Fig. 52 ; there was also another stamp, which was in use at the Constantinople office,

of exactly the same pattern, but with lighter type. Fig. 53.

Fig. 62. Fig. 53.

The type of the obliteration mark was different for each of these offices ; there were

at least two special marks. Figs. 54 and 55, and there were also in use two of the Inland

Office (London) stamps, numbers 48 and 49, Fig. 56.

(i#i-» «o*o))

Fig. 54. Fig. 55. Fig. 66.

There were two lines by which correspondence could be forwarded, the principal

being by the French mail packets in the Mediterranean. The voyage between

Marseilles and Constantinople occupied from eight to nine days, and as the vessels did

not proceed beyond Constantinople, other means had to be provided for the transmission

of the mails from thence to the allied armies and fleets. The postage on letters sent by

this route was 3d. for a letter under a quarter of an ounce, and 6d. for a letter weighing a

quarter of an ounce and under half an ounce. A rate of 2d. was charged on each news-

paper. These mails were conveyed by special messenger through France unopened.

Soldiers' and seamen's letters and newspapers, prepaid at the privilege rate of one penny,

were forwarded via .Southampton to Malta, for transmission to Constantinople as

opportunity offered, by a ship of war or some other service vessel.

It had formerly been maintained, even by so high an authority as the Duke of

Wellington, that British soldiers were but little disposed to make use of their long-

standing privilege of Penny Postage. That opinion found little confirmation during the

Crimean war, when 543,000 letters were dispatched to, and 517,500 received from the

seat of war in a year.

The mails through France were discontinued in May, 1856 ; and after the war, with

a view to the organization of an improved postal system in the Turkish dominions, a
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British Post Office was retained at Constantinople. The use of British postage stamps

being authorized there, as well as in Malta and Gibraltar, the obliteration marks allocated

to these three offices bore the numbers : Constantinople, ' K 66"
;
Malta, "A 25" ;

and

Gibraltar, "A 26," Fig. 57. Finding that this use of English postage stamps outside the

United Kingdom led to no forgery, the privilege was extended, in April, 1858, to the

British West Indies ; but their use was only applicable when the whole of the postage

belonged to the British Post Office. The following obliterating stamps were allotted for

the use of the several offices as follows :

—

A 01 Jamaica.

A 02 Antigua.

A 03 Uemerara.

-^04 Berbice.

A 05 Bahamas.

A 06 Honduras.

A 07 Dominica.

A 08 Montserrat.

A 09 Nevis.

A 10 St. Vincent.

All St. Lucia.

A 12 St. Kitts.

The use of these obliterating marks was afterwards extended to various colonies

and to agencies abroad—as, for instance, Pernarabuco, Brazil, Figs. 58 and 59.

Fig. 58. Fig. 69.

As the various countries joined the Postal Union founded in 1875, these British

Agencies were abolished and their obliteration marks and stamps ceased to be used.

In connection with the .Abyssinian Military Expedition of 1867, the Government of

Bombay established an Army Post Office to deal with the correspondence of those

serving with the field force. Mails to and from the United Kingdom intercepted the



ViS Southampton.



CHAPTER I.

LONDON CHIEF OFFICE.

Inland Office.

At one time in London there were no fewer than seven distinct offices connected with

the dispatch of letters, viz. the Foreign, the Inland, the Twopenny Post, the Ship Letter,

the Returned Letter, the Dead Letter, and the Letter Carriers' Offices. These were sub-

sequently reduced to three, viz. the Inland, the London District, and the Returned Letter

Offices, which in 1854 were amalgamated and placed under one controller, the office

being known as the Circulation Department.

To illustrate and describe the stamps or postmarks of the London Chief Office, it is

therefore necessary to divide that office into sections. The principal branch of the

Circulation Department was the Inland section, which dealt with all the letters, packets,

and newspapers posted at or arriving in London ; and nearly all the Colonial, Continental,

and other foreign mails reaching England were sorted and dispatched from hence for

the whole of the United Kingdom.

On the loth August, 1840, the provisions, under which the Penny Post had come
into operation on the loth January of that year, were embodied in an Act of Parliament

(3 and 4 Vic. c. 96). This Act provided that letters should be charged by weight, each

of the first two half-ounces being charged one rate, and every additional ounce two

rates, while sixteen ounces should be the limit. The provision that the limit of weight

should be sixteen ounces was repealed by an Act of 1847, and the power of fixing a

limit was given to the Lords of the Treasury. By the same Act (10 and 11 Vic. c. 85)

the Lords of the Treasury were also empowered to reduce by warrant any postage

exceeding'one penny to such rates as they might from time to time think fit.

No particular alteration appears to have taken place in the types of stamps used in

the Inland Office during the early years of the Uniform Penny Post. The only new types

between 1840 and 1846, which have come under my notice, are shown in Figs. 61-63.

Fig. 62. Fig. 61, A sleel stamp,

used in black in Inland Office.

The whole staff of the sorting office in 1841, including the superintending officers,

consisted of 136 clerks, 104 sub-sorters, 53 messengers, and 261 General Post letter

carriers.

It is of some interest to note the change in the treatment of correspondence which
followed upon the introduction of the Uniform Penny Post. For instance, in the Inland
Office during the evening duty, after the letters were taken from the letter-boxes into

which they were posted by the public, they were thrown on to a large table, where a
number of officers, technically called "facers," arranged them with their faces, or
addresses, all the same way, throwing out all unpaid letters, packets, or other missives

'4
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which from their weight, awkward size, or shape could be more conveniently treated

separately. The rate at which this operation was performed is stated to have been about

forty-one ordinary letters per man per minute. There were six date-stamps in use

(Fig. 64), These were made of wood, and as the letters and figures were cut in the solid

piece, they could only be used on the one date. They cost jd. each. The index letters

" C F " indicated the stamper using that particular stamp. These six stampers stamped

on an average 100 letters per man per minute. Six other officers were told off to clear

away the letters from behind the stampers, and carry them to six clerks whose duty it

was to examine the genuineness and sufficiency of the postage labels. When passed by

the clerks, the letters were carried by other officers to the eleven obliterating stampers,

by whom the postage labels were defaced at the rate of about sixty letters per man per

minute. This was necessarily a slower operation than date-stamping, as the stamper

obliterating had to aim at the postage stamp and to make two or more blows at letters

that bore more than one label. When obliterated, the letters were placed before the

sorters for disposal, so that to complete the stamping duty thirty-two officers in all were

employed.

An entirely different type of date-stamp was in use for unpaid letters, Figs. 65-67.

The index letter in each mark denotes the stamper.

Fig. 65. In red on back of

letters in morning duty.

Fig. (jO. Used in red at midday. Fig. 07. Used in black on

evening duty.

As early as )848 several types of combined date and obliterating stamps were

suggested with a view to saving labour, and although none were adopted, yet one

particular set of combined stamps, suggested by an officer of the Inland Office, is

certainly unique, combining as it does all the other stamps in use into one, and therefore

specimens are shown in Figs. 68-73, although they were never brought into use.

"u^f

Fig 69 Fig. 70.
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Fis. 71. Fig. 72. Fig. 73.

Joseph Ady's transactions, of which a full account is given under the Returned

Letter section, had become so notorious that the abolition of money prepayment on

Inland letters at the provincial town receiving ofifices, was carried into effect in June,

1849, and extended to the rural receiving offices on the 1st July, 1850. As this measure

was found to tend alike to convenience, economy, and security to the Post Office Depart-

ment, and had elicited little or no complaint from the public, it was considered expedient

to further extend the same to all provincial ofifices from the 1st November, 1851 ; Dublin

followed on the ist May, 1852 ; Edinburgh, 7th June, 1852 ; and London (with the

exception of the Chief Office), on the 1st August, 1852. These arrangements necessitated

a much larger supply of postage stamps, and the number of plates used for printing for

the four years 1850-3, were as follows: 1850, 9; 1851, 25; 1852, 36; and 1853, 23.

Three years later (ist August, 1855) the payment of postage in money at the London
Chief Office was much curtailed, letters only being received between the hours of 10 a.m.

and 5 p.m., and then only when the postage amounted to ^i and over. This abolition

of prepayment in money was an important factor in the success of the double, or com-
bined date and obliteration, handstamp, which it had been decided in December, 1852,

should be substituted for the single date and obliteration stamps. The new stamps were

not brought into general use in the Chief Ofifice until three or four months later, when a

system of code letters, indicating hours, was adopted for inland provincial stamps, Fig. 74.

Fig. 74.

The alteration in the mode of payment was made without the slightest opposition

from the public, but when in January, 1859, s" official notice was issued that, on and
from the loth of February of that year, all letters posted wholly unpaid would be stopped

and returned to the writers, the organs of the public Press were loud in reviling the new
regulation, and the subject was debated in both Houses of Parliament. Mr. Henry Rich,

the Member for Richmond (Yorks), in moving a motion on February nth condemning
compulsory prepayment, put the point very plainly as to the general view taken by the

public. " When a letter had been opened," he said, " either from dishonesty or curiosity,

nothing would be easier than to rub off the postage stamp—the Government glue was not
particularly adhesive ; it was only the other day that a letter had come to him with the

stamp hanging to it—then of course the letter would not be forwarded to its destination,

and nothing would be known of its having been surreptitiously opened. Thus the
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important check on the sanctity of letters would be destroyed altogether.'' Rowland
Hill, who was then Secretary of the Post Office, in putting forward the official view,

pointed out that compulsory prepayment of letters was a part of his original plan for

Penny Postage, the object being to accelerate the sorting and dispatch of letters, and
most of all, their rapid delivery from house to house. Such benefits and advantages
were not clearly apparent to the general public, who loudly demanded the withdrawal of

the regulation, so that the Postmaster-General on the 24th of February, 1859, after a

couple of weeks of partial trial, was led to repeal the order. During this period such
letters as were returned were postmarked as shown in Fig. 75.'

POSTAGE
NOT
PAID

Fig. 75.

In the following extract from a letter addressed to his sister in South Australia,

Rowland Hill expresses his feelings and opinions on this subject :
—"You will learn by

the newspapers, pei'haps, that we have been in hot water with the pubhc, i.e., with the

majority of the public, in consequence of an attempt to make prepayment of inland letters

compulsory to the extent of one penny. By this post I send you a Parliamentary return,

showing our reasons for this measure, and the grounds of its abandonment. This is the

first time I have had to retrace a step ; and to confess the truth, I don't like it. Since

the measure was abandoned, many have come forward to defend the restriction ; had
they done so in the first instance, the result might, perhaps, have been different."

It is not difificult to understand why it was considered desirable to make the prepay-

ment of the first rate compulsory. Letters posted unpaid have always been a cause of

much labour and a source of incessant trouble to the department, inasmuch as from the

time of their posting to that of their delivery every officer through whose hands they

pass has to keep a cash account of them, so that the double postage charged on such

letters is more than earned by the Post Office. Unpaid and insufficiently paid letters

bore various postmarks, as shown in Figs. 76-83.

MO RE- TO-PAY
(t

Figs. 76, 77. Used on letters insufficiently paid. Fig. 78. In black when Figs. 79, SO. When 2d. or 3d. is due

id. is due on delivery. respectively on letters.

In red when id. has

been paid as postage.

NOT PAID

TDLONDON

FIRST postage:

NOT-PAID
postage: notpaid

TO -LONDON
Fig. 81. Fig. 82. Fig- 83.

Used on unpaid redirected letters to indicate ll.at postage was not paid to first address,
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In October, 1853, Lord Canning,' then Postmaster-General, having observed the

defective manner in which letters were date-stamped in the various offices, expressed his

desire that if possible some improved stamp, or mode of stamping, might be invented

that would give a clearer impression. Nothing, however, was done at the time, and

little more was heard of the subject until December, 1856, when Lord Chief Justice

Campbell called forcible attention to the illegible stamping of postmarks on letters. A
case came before his lordship in the High Court of Justice (Fernihough v. the Sitting-

bourne and Sheerness Railway) which turned on the point of the allotment of certain

shares. According to the evidence of a clerk from the Lombard Street branch office,

who was called as a witness, the letter must have been posted between seven o'clock on

the evening of the 6th of August and seven o'clock the following morning. The stamps

referred to are shown in Figs. 84, 85. The postmark impressed upon the letter in point

L.S .

6 JU 8

Fig. 84. Used on letters posted in

country boxes at Lombard Street,

B.O., between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.

Fig. 85. Used (similarly to Fig. 61)

on letters posted between 7 and

10 p.m.

was rather illegible, and an argument arose as to its being accepted as evidence, where-

upon Lord Campbell remarked that " He had for ten years remonstrated with successive

Postmasters on the subject. The mode of stamping was perfectly disgraceful, and was

often a hindrance to justice."

In writing to the Postmaster-General, the Lord Chief Justice referred to another

case, which had occurred in Edinburgh. In this trial it was very important to ascertain

when a particular letter passed through the post
;
yet the postmark was so blotched that

neither letters nor figures could be distinguished, which had produced the most serious

inconvenience to the individuals concerned. Lord Campbell contended that these cases

proved the necessity for an immediate improvement.

The unsuitable nature of the stamping composition then in use was also alleged to

be the cause of bad stamping. The colour of these inks varied, 6lue, pink, green, and

purple being purchased at is. jd. per lb., whilst r^rfand black cost is. 2d. per lb.

Following on Lord Campbell's complaint, it was determined, if possible, with a view

to the clear and legible stamping of letters, to obtain a superior ink. The firm of

Shackell and Edwards submitted a specially manufactured ink, which upon test was
found to be far superior to the inks then in use, and a contract was entered into with

that firm for a regular supply of their inks, which they agreed to furnish at the following

prices : Black and red, 2s. 6d. per lb., and blue at 2s, 3d. The additional cost was about

;^30o a year. Another ink, Henry Stephens' "blue fluid," was also brought into use at
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this period. This ink gave a very clear impression, but could only be used with wood
stamps (Figs. 86, 87). On account of the regulation that red ink was to be used with
morning stamps, and blue in the evening, these stamps were in use in the Inland Office

on the evening duty only.

A general improvement was now admitted to have taken place in the clearness of
the stamps (Figs. 88-92), and various experiments were being made with a view to still

further improvements.

Fig. I A Wooden Stamp, used in Red
on Morning Duty.

Fig. 90. Figs. 91-92. Steel Date Stamps.

The Stamps in use in the Inland Office on the morning duty were all in red ink, and
on the midday duty they were also in red ink, the distinction being that in those of the

midday duty the year will be found at the top and the index letters at the bottom^

whereas in those of the morning duty this order was reversed. The same rule applied to

" Paid " stamps ; in the morning " London " was at top and " Paid " at bottom ; on the

midday duty it was the reverse; while in the evening a double rimmed stamp was in use.

An officer in the London Chief Office was specially appointed, in 1859, to inspect

the stamping on letters, and report daily all bad stamping. This measure was attended

with considerable success, the stamping being much improved in consequence.

In the Inland section of the London Chief Office there was such a complexity of

stamps and marks that, for the sake of brevity, these various postmarks are given below,

together with notes as to the use of each (Figs. 93-119).

Figs. 93-97. General Date Stamps.

Fig. 9S. Used on Letters which

Miss the First Delivery owing

to getting out of course in the

letter carriers' office.
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9
Figs. 99-100. Used on Letters for Trans-

mission to tile Provinces by Night

Mails.

u.iyB =4m

^4: €;

Figs. 101-103. General Obliteration Marks.

Fig. 104. Used on Letters received open or damaged.

Fig. 105. Used on Letters Missorted to Inland

Branch.

Fig. 106. In black on Letters which cannot he
forwarded the same evening, owing to having

been missorted.

*• A
Fig. 107. In red on Letters which cannot be Fig. lOS. In red on Letters for Surveyors, too

forwarded on the evening of posting, owing late for inclusion in pouch,

to their being insufficiently addressed.

R
Fig. lOfl. Used on Re-

directed Letters by

the Circulation Office.

I' ig. 110. Used on Letters for

London District Missent to

Inland Office,

fNSUFFICIENTLY

ADDRESSED
Fig. Ill,
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Figs. 112-114. Used on Letters Posted between 6 and 7 p.m. on which Late Fee is not Paid.

Figs. 115, 116. Used on Provincial Letters Posted at

the Chief Office on which the Late Fee was not Paid.

Fig. 117. Used on Late Fee Letters Posted

after 6 p.ni.

Fig. 118. Used on Late Fee Letters

Posted after 7 p.m.

Fig. 119. Impressed on Letters Posted at the

London Chief Office, and reaching the Chief

Office out of course on Sunday.

In 1857 a machine to be worked by steam or foot, invented by Mr. Pearson Hill,

son of Sir Rowland Hill, was also introduced into the London office ; but, whilst giving

an excellent impression (Fig. 120), it was found to injure, and in some cases actually

llAtli, ,.lllAl|,,

Fig. 120

destroy, th* letters. It was also considered imperfect and costly (50 guineas), and after

a few months' trial was discarded.



22 THE POSTMARKS OF THE BRITISH ISLES FROM I84O.

Shortly afterwards another machine, known as the " Parallel," was brought forward

by the same inventor, and this, which was worked by hand, came into use in May, 1858,

the impression being as in Fig. 121. This latter stamp was manufactured by Messrs.

Fig. 121.

Walter May and Co., of Birmingham, at a cost of £6 los. each. Twenty of them were

purchased.

An improved machine, known as the " Pivot," was introduced by Mr. Pearson Hill

in 1 866. The dies of the postmark remained practically the same.

The following return for November, 1859, shows the stamps in use at the Chief

London Ofifice, their cost, and number of letters stamped by each :

—

Description of stamp.

Hand Stamps.
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In 1863 an inland pattern post was established. It was intended for bona fide trade

patt-erns and samples only, and no articles sent by it might be of intrinsic value. The
rates were originally as follows ;

—
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they were first issued under the authority of Act of Parliament (33-34 Vic. c. 79) on the

1st October, 1870. There was one quality only, and the face value of one halfpenny was

the only charge made for them. To this gratuitous supply the wholesale stationery trade

made strong objections, contending that the Post Office was unfairly competing with

them, and pressed for plain cards to be allowed to pass under halfpenny adhesive stamps.

This request was refused on the ground that the penny rate would be endangered, but

the privilege of having private cards embossed at the Inland Revenue Office was con-

ceded in February, 1872, and it was also decided that post cards should be sold only in

bundles of twelve for 6^d. At the suggestion of the late Mr. W. E. Gladstone, a stout

card of better quality was issued on the 1st February, 1875, at 8d. a dozen. When first

introduced, the postage stamp on post cards was defaced in the London Office by per-

foration, and in the provincial offices, by either nipping a small piece out of the card or

defacing the stamp with a single date-stamp. In the year 1871 it was estimated that no
less than 75,000,000 post cards passed through the post.

Long before Christmas and New Year cards came into vogue, it was an annual

custom on St. Valentine's Eve for swains to forward through the post to their lady-loves

some token of their regard in the shape of a valentine. Some idea of the magnitude of

the extra work thrown upon the Post Office may be gathered from the tabulated state-

ment of the number posted in London alone :

—

Year.



CHAPTER 11.

PAID LETTERS AND OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE.

When adhesive postage stamps were first issued it jvas intended to supply the various

Government offices with a stamp of the value of One Penny, specially adapted for their

use. The design of the stamp was identical with that of the Penny, black, except that in

the upper angles the letters "v" and "R", in Roman capitals, were inserted in place of

the stars. Specimen sheets of the stamps were issued on the yth and 8th May, 1840,

to the Chief Offices of London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, for circulation to Postmasters,

but immediately after their issue the instruction as regards their use would appear to

have been countermanded, and very few of the specimens were circulated beyond the

three chief offices. Yet it is well known that large numbers of unused copies got into

the hands of collectors. It has also been stated that some of the stamps were used for

postage, as postmarked copies on the original envelopes are known to exist. I have very

strong doubts myself as to any " vr" stamps having been allowed to circulate, even as

postage stamps, and if they were postmarked, the postmark was probably surreptitiously

obtained.

There were two distinct classes of " Paid " letters
—" Government Offices," and the

letters from the public. On Government correspondence the "Crown " and " Free

"

marks were in use (Figs. 122-131).

PAID
12DE121
1840

Figs. 122-123. Steel Paid Stamps

Fig. 124. Used on Official or

Franked Correspondence. Fig. 126.

2S
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Figs. 12C-129. Official Paid Stamps for Government

Correspondence.

Fig. 130.

POSTAGE
ACCOUNTED FOR

Fig. 131. Used in ?V(f on Official letters

delivered by letter-carrier instead of

direct bags.

Various types of stamps were used on letters whereon payment had been made in

money for postage :—Letters handed in at the windows of the Chief Office and paid for

in cash were at first impressed with Fig. 132; afterwards they were impressed in the

Inland Office with the paid date-stamp (Fig. 133).

Fig. 132. In red. Fig. 133. In reJ.

The former system did not entirely cease until February, 1865, when the "Paid"
date-stamp was considered sufficient to indicate that the letter was prepaid.
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Other and smaller types of " Paid " stamps were introduced later, the single rim
being used on the morning duty, and the double in the evening (Figs. 134-140).

I JA22 I

Fig, 134. Fig. 135. Fig. 136.

Fig. 137.

'°AlO/Ml
Fig. ISS. Fig. 130.

Figs. 134-140. General Paid Stamps.

Fig. 140.

[Note.—With reference to what is stated, on page 25, as to the existence of used

copies of the Penny " V.R.", it seems well to add that there is no doubt that a few copies

did pass through the post on letters at an early date. Copies of this and of the ordinary

id. and 2d. stamps were distributed as specimens, without being marked in any way to

prevent their use upon letters, and copies of the " v.R." could easily be used by postal

officials, or others into whose hands they might fall. They were not, of course, officially

"allowed to circulate," but some of them did so ; and no one at that time had any object

in getting them surreptitiously postmarked.—E. B. Evan.S.]



CHAPTER III.

REGISTERED LETTERS AND BANKERS' PARCELS.

The Act of Parliament (i Vic. c. 34) passed on the 12th July, 1837, had enabled the Post-

master-General, with the consent of the Treasury, to charge rates for registration of

letters, but provided that this should not render the Post Office liable in case of loss.

The Lords of the Treasury decided, however, in 1838, that cases might be judged on

their merits, and that compensation might be given up to £,^. A general scheme of

Registration was accordingly arranged, and was to have come into force in June, 1839 ;

the fee was to have been twopence on General Post letters (country), and one halfpenny

on letters within the Twopenny Post limits (London), but owing to the news of impend-

ing reductions in postal rates, the scheme was abandoned at the last moment, as it was
feared that with a largely increased correspondence the Post Office would not be able to

cope with the registration work. On the 5th of December, 1839, when the uniform four-

penny rate of postage came into operation, the Post Office, with the sanction of the

(Chancellor of the Exchequer, abandoned the old practice of entering moaey letters on

the letter bill, but the scheme of registration was not again taken up and brought into

operation until the 6th January, 1841. At the end of 1841 it was calculated that 60

registered letters were dispatched from London daily, and 1170 delivered in London
weekly. The smallness of these numbers is accounted for by the large fee, which was
one shilling. In 1848 the fee was reduced to sixpence, and from the ist November,
1856, all letters marked "Registered" and dropped into a letter-box became liable to a

fee of one shilling. On the ist January, 1858, registration of letters to and from the

Colonies at a fee of sixpence came into force. The total number of letters registered in

the United Kingdom during i860 was 1,500,000.

The Law Officers of the Crown were, in 1862, consulted as to the legality of com-
pulsory registration of letters known to contain coin, bank notes, watches or jewellery,

and their opinion was that the course suggested might be legally adopted. In August,
1862, the registration fee on London letters was reduced to fourpence, and at the same
time It was notified that where letters obviously contained coin, when passing through
the London office they would be compulsorily registered and charged a double fee of
eightpence. Shortly afterwards the same compulsory rule was extended to the whole of

the United Kingdom, and on the ist January, 1863, the fee on letters marked
" Registered " and dropped into a letter-box was reduced from one shilling to eightpence.
The total number of registered letters for the year 1864 was about 2,130,000. Of this

number only fourteen were lost, two of these being contained in the Macclesfield mail
bag, which was stolen from the standard of the apparatus for exchanging mail hags at

Chelford railway station, on the night of the ist April, 1864.

The British registration fee on foreign and colonial letters was, on the ist February,
1866, reduced from sixpence to fourpence, except in the case of France, where, under a
Convention, a registration fee was charged equal to the postage. Compulsory registration
of letters containing coin was extended to the Colonies on the ist October, 1867.
Between 1865 and 1871 the number of registered letters was about 3,000,000 a year,

38
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The following are types of postmarks in use in the London off.ce (Figs. 141-146) :—

^STtP^""
Figs. 141, 142. Used in redifiii Foreign Registered

Letters) and on registered letters in Registered

Letter Branch.

In black. In red.

Figs, 143, 144. Used on registered letters received from

the provinces. The letter " M " signifies Morning and

"E" Evening.

Fig. 145. Used in black for stamping slips

and Registered Letter Bills,

Fig. 146. Labels used for Sealing Packets ot

Registered Letters.

When the registration system was first introduced, green covers were used for

enclosing Registered letters sent from one part of the United Kingdom to another.

These covers were discontinued in 1855, and all such letters were to be legibly stamped

in redxviV with the word *' Registered," as in Fig. 147, and tied with green tape. Green

string was substituted for tape in April, 1870.

nEGISTERBiy

York.
F!g. 147.

Bankers' Parcels.

Upon several occasions I have been asked to give some particulars of the " Bankers'

Parcel stamp," which is mentioned at page i8 of the earlier work. Ever since the intro-

duction of mail coaches, in the year 1786, the conveyance of such parcels through the
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medium of the post had at various times been suggested by interested parties. For

various reasons the Post Office officials had objected to any such proposal, but particu-

larly on the ground that if it became known that the Mail Coaches were the only

conveyances carrying such valuable packages, they would become the sole object for

plunder, either by collusion or direct attack, thereby endangering all other valuable

property circulated by means of the post. It was also a matter of notoriety that many
Bankers' parcels, containing property to an immense amount, had been stolen from

coaches from time to time, and with all the Bankers' exertions for the safety of their

property, their agents were repeatedly plundered.

On the nth September, 1822, a Banker's parcel was stolen from the Ipswich Mail

Coach, containing value to the amount of nearly forty thousand pounds of re-issuable

bank notes, which were in the charge of a confidential clerk of the owners, who travelled as

a passenger by the coach. A reward of five thousand pounds was offered for information

which would lead to the arrest of the perpetrators of the robbery, but nothing further was

heard of the matter, so that it was surmised that the affair was the work of confederates

who travelled as passengers by the same coach. This robbery led Bankers and their

friends in Parliament to commence a strenuous agitation, and using all their influence

with the Government of the time, they promoted, early in the year 1825, a Bill in Par-

liament " For the conveyance of packets containing re-issuable Country Bank notes by

the post from London, and for granting rates of postage for the conveyance of such

packets." This Bill became an Act of Parliament (5 Geo. IV. c. 20). One of the regu-

lations for the conveyance of Bankers' parcels through the post was that no packet was

to be conveyed under the provisions of the Act unless it exceeded six ounces in weight.

The charge for such packets was one-fourth of the ordinary postage rate, viz :— the same

charge for an ounce as for a single letter rate, and the contents of the packets should be

nothing whatever but " Notes issued by Country Bankers under annual license, and

payable at the houses of their respective agents in London (and which notes shall have

been paid by such agents in London) for conveyance by post within Great Britain to the

Bank in the place at which such notes were first issued ; and to no other place." Under
a later Act (i Vic. c. 36) it was enacted "That every person who shall send or cause

to be sent a Banker's parcel, wherein or upon the cover whereof there shall be writing or

communication or anything other than negociable notes contrary to the Post Office laws

or the regulations of the Postmaster-General, shall forfeit ^100."

All regulation as to the conveyance of such parcels was vested in the Postmaster-

General, whose officers were, in cases of suspicion that anything was contained in the

packets, save and except re-issuable notes, empowered under the Act to detain and open
them, after notice in writing had been sent to the sender. Among the various regulations

made in the chief office, London, for dealing with the receipt and dispatch of such

parcels, was that they were to be prepaid and marked with a peculiar stamp that " will

be different from any now in use, and will be of the following shape" ;

—

Fig. 140.
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With the introduction of the uniform penny postage in 1840, the charge for Bankers'

parcels was fixed at the same as ordinary letters, with this exception, that ordinary

packets were not permitted to exceed 16 ounces in weight, whereas there was no limit

^
/.

iCo

fixed for Bankers' parcels, and the latter for some years continued to be treated excep-

tionally, their treatment being much the same as registered letters. Fig. 149 shows a

type of mark used in red ink upon a Banker's parcel addressed as above.



CHAPTER IV.

NEWSPAPERS AND BOOKS.

The State, though making no charge for the transmission of newspapers by post, had,

since 171 1, levied a Stamp Duty upon them. This duty was reduced as low as one

penny in 1836. Newspapers could only be franked for foreign parts to the first port at

which the mail arrived ; after this they were charged postage according to weight, the

consequence being that an English daily newspaper would cost in St. Petersburg about

£i,o per annum. When Uniform Penny Post became law, all periodical publications,

including newspapers published in the United Kingdom at regular intervals, not ex-

ceeding thirty-one days, which bore an impressed stamp or stamps denoting the Stamp
Duty, could be transmitted and re-transmitted through the post within the United

Kingdom free of postage, providing the following conditions were complied with :

—

Amount of Stamps
impressed on the

Publication.
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Fig 154. Used on Newspapers for Fig. 155. Used on Newspapers for DeUvery in London
Delivery within Three Miles. improperly posted in the Box for Provincial News.

papers.

And if the publication was so folded as not to expose the impressed red stamp
(Fig. 156), it became liable to a further charge and bore postmarks as in Figs. 157-159.

UNSTAMPED

PUBLICATION FD
Fig. 156. Fig. 157. Usecfin red on Newspapers not bearing

the Impressed Stamp.

<?'
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existed between the Post Office and the Illustrated London News, the London Times,

and the Stamford Mercury, which permitted them to circulate through the post under

Book-post regulations, and to obviate the necessity of putting postage labels on each

paper, the publishers were permitted by the Postmaster-General the use of special

stamps. There were three values of these stamps—id., i^d., and 2d., as shown in

Figs. 162-164.

^m
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penny for every newspaper missent. Out of these fines the three senior sorters, who
checked the missent lists, received ^i los. a quarter, and the remaining surplus was
divided among all the sorters. The latter, while admitting the necessity of some punish-

ment for missending, objected to this system on the ground that they did not like pence

being handed to them which came out of the pockets of their brother officers. In i860,

therefore, the system of fining was abolished and punishment inflicted by extra duty.

In the year 1848, on the recommendation of Sir Rowland Hill, book-post was
established with the intention of benefiting both education and literature, the rate of

postage being fixed at sixpence per pound. For a short period after its estabhshment

only one volume was allowed to be enclosed in each packet, but this restriction was soon

removed. The postage rates were reduced in 1855 to the following scale :—

Not exceeding 4 ounces . .id.
8 „ . . 2d.

„ I pound . . 4d.

and 2d. for every additional half-pound (or any less weight) thereafter.

If a book-packet were found to contain any letter, or enclosure sealed or otherwise

closed against inspection, one of the postmarks (Figs. 170, 171) was impressed on the

packet.

\ \
CONTAINS A/^ENCLOSUfir °c_—^*

Fig. 170. Fig- IVl.

Used on Cook-packets and Newspapers containing Unauthorised Enclosures.

When a packet was not sufficiently prepaid with stamps but nevertheless bore a

stamp of the value of One Penny, it was postmarked as in Figs. 172, 173, and forwarded

charged with the deficient book-postage, together with an additional rate of fourpence.

<^ o

0VER4OZ
Fig. 172. Used on Book Packets. Fig. 173. Used on Newspapers and Books

Insufficiently Stamped.

In the year 1855 it was estimated that about three million book-packets passed through

the post ; in 1857, when circulars were first admitted to pass at the book-post rate, the

number rose to six millions ; in i860 it was twelve millions, and in 1862 it had risen to

fourteen millions.

Printed proceedings of the Imperial Parliament in covers open at the ends were

allowed to circulate within the United Kingdom at the following rates of postage :—

Not exceeding 4 ounces . . id.

8 „ . . 2d.

12 „ . . 3d.

16 , . . 4d.
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with one penny for every additional four ounces. Prepayment was optional, and if

made in part the simple difference only was charged ; such packets were postmarked

as Fig. 174. In 1866 the rate for book-packets was assimilated to those for Parlia-

PARLIAMENTARY

PROCEEDINGS
Fig. 174. Papers so Stamped were liable to

a Reduced Rate of Postage.

mentary proceedings, thus giving intermediate rates for twelve and twenty ounces. On
the 1st October, 1870, the rate prescribed by the Act (33 and 34 Vic. c. 79) came into

operation, viz. one halfpenny for every two ounces, and the number of book-packets

passing through the post in 1871 was 99,000,000! With this change the old red

impressed stamps were abolished : thus, newspapers which had previously passed

indiscriminately under either an Inland Revenue or a Post Office stamp now became

subject to the Post Office alone. A new class of obliterating stamps was introduced,

made of cork (Figs. 175, 176). This class of stamp was, after a while, used for

Fig. 175.

obliterating postage labels on book-packets, and an entirely new stamp, fitted with felt

dies, constructed with a reservoir fixed in the handle to hold the stamping composition,

and so avoid the necessity of using the ink-pad, was invented. These stamps were cut

in various types (Figs. 177-191)1 which were used mainly for obliterating postage

stamps on newspapers and halfpenny postage matter.

rw.RB; P>8
Fig. 17 Fig. 178. Fig. 179.

fffz

KB
Fig. 180.

Fig. 181. Fig. 182. Fig. 183. Fig. 184.
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Fig. 185. Fig. 186. Fig. 187. Fig. 188.

NPB ^
Fig. 189. Fig. 190. Fig. 19].

The postage on newspapers had to be prepaid either by an adhesive stamp or by
the use of a stamped wrapper, but a special arrangement was made with the Post

Office by two newspapers, the London Tunes and the Stamford Mercury, under which

they were allowed to bear an obliterated postage stamp impressed on the newspaper

itself, as stated in the following notice :

—

"On and after the ist October (1870), certain copies of the London Times and of

the Stamford Mercury Newspapers will bear an obliterated postage stamp impressed

on the Newspaper itself, but this impressed stamp will be available for such copies only

as are posted at the General Post Office, London, or at the Head Post Office in

Stamford respectively.

" The postage on copies of the Times or Stamford Mercury posted elsewhere must

be prepaid either by a halfpenny postage label or a stamped Newspaper Wrapper,

otherwise they must be charged with Postage."

Fig. 192 is a specimen of the mark used by the Stamford Mercury which bears the

obliteration number of Stamford.

Fig. 192.

Under the Act y:, and 34 Vic. c. 79 no newspaper could be sent by post in the United

Kingdom as a newspaper unless it had been accepted as such by the postal authorities,

and placed on the register at the General Post Office. The fee payable on the

NOT-REGISTERED
Fig. 193.LUsed in red on Newspapers not Registered

for Transmission Abroad.

admission of a newspaper to the register was five shillings. Registration for circulation

within the United Kingdom included registration for foreign transmission without the

payment of a second fee. Newspapers which had not been officially registered on

reaching the Post Office were impressed as in Fig. 193.
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Various other marks are to be found on newspapers when addressed abroad (Figs.

194-199).

INSUFFICIENTLY

STAMPED
Fig. 194, Used in red on Newspapers for Abroad

Insufficiently Stamped.

Fig. 195. Used in red on. Newspapers for

Abroad on which Postage cannot be

wholly Prepaid (signifies "Part Paid").

M
Fig. 196. Used in black on Newspapers for

places Abroad on which Postage is not

Prepaid.

Fig. 197. Used in red on wholly Prepaid

Newspapers for Belgium.

Figs. 19S, 199. Used in red on wholly Prepaid Newspapers

for Belgium and France respectively.

The aboHtion of the impressed stamp on newspapers was the means of saving con-

siderable time and labour ; the newspapers previously had to be separated, so that the

stamps on those bearing postage labels could be obliterated. It was estimated that in

the year 1871 103,000,000 newspapers passed through the post.

Fig. 200.

In August, 1876, an arrangement was made with the firm of W. H. Smith and Son

by which the postal authorities granted them the use of a special obliteration stamp

(Fig. 200) to cancel at their own offices the wrappers of the newspapers which were sent

direct to Euston Station for transmission by the early day mails on the London and
North-Western Railway.



CHAPTER V.

RETURNED LETTER BRANCH.

When it had been fully ascertained that nothing further could be done to effect the

delivery of an imperfectly or improperly addressed letter, it was at once passed on to

the "Dead" or "Returned" Letter Branch. Every such letter (except those from

abroad) was opened, redirected and reposted on the day of its arrival there ; but by an

arrangement made in 1853, if the returned letter bore the writer's name and address on
the outside of the cover, it would not be opened but sent back to this address. In i860

the number of letters returned by each officer employed on the duty was from 260 to

280 per day, or on an average about forty letters per hour.

From the early days of Uniform Penny Postage the Post Office and the public had
been troubled with a restless adventurer named Joseph Ady, a man who spoke the

language and wore the dress of a Quaker. Whether he really belonged to the Society

of Friends is certainly doubtful ; however, this person was continually posting a large

number of letters to inform individuals that he knew something to their advantage,

which, for a stated fee, he was ready to divulge. As all these letters were unpaid, many
were rejected, and found their way to the Returned Letter Office. Mr. Ady was called

upon to pay considerable sums on account of postage, which demand he treated with

contumacy, and owing to the difficulty of proving his handwriting he had been successful

in eluding the payment of postage. This led to the strengthening of power for enforcing

the payment of postage. Under Clause XII of 10 and 11 Vic. cap. 85, 1847, the Post

Office was authorised to compel the sender of unpaid letters, which were refused by the

addressees, to pay the postage thereof, and Clause XIII enacts that the Post Office

stamps shall be the evidence of the letters being rejected. " Such postage," the Act

says, "shall be sought to be recovered, having thereupon a post office stamp denoting

that such letter had been refused or rejected." The Post Office stamp here referred to

is such as Figs. 201-204.

{Thi^ette-phasheen jREFUSEm
\7rEIQ4-6 J

Fig. 201.

^lSPo^

I 7F El 848 J
Fig. 202.

39
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MsLenerhasheenBEFUSm\

Fig. 203.

7/ze Party io (jjhom ?A is LettepX

isAddressedcan not b^-FOUM—
\

There were two others of this class of stamp, inscribed, respectively, "The
party to whom this letter is addressed is Dead," and " The party to whom this letter is

addressed has not called for it."

All these stamps were impressed in red ink. Previously no such stamps were in use.

The reason for the letter being returned had hitherto been usually written thereon.

Ady was the first person to be sued under the new Act. He was summoned before

the magistrate at Bow Street for the recovery of ;£i6 los., due for postage on returned

letters. His first contention was that the prepayment of postage was purely optional

;

another that the recent Act had been passed to ruin him. He was ordered to pay the

sum due, failing which he was committed to prison ; but by representing his inability to

pay the sum demanded (he being seventy-three years of age, and in feeble health), and
promising to offend no more, he obtained his release. No sooner, however, was he free

than the old game recommenced, with the result that he was for some years in and out

of prison. His last release was in April, 1852, it being granted at the request of the

prison surgeon, and it appears that shortly afterwards he died.

During the railway mania, 1845-56, several serious frauds were committed by means
of false postmarking. The system adopted was to send, under cover, to various post-

masters in the country, sealed letters bearing postage labels, addressed to directors of

railway companies, soliciting under fictitious signatures the allotment of shares. The
postmasters were requested to forward the letters through their office to the respective

POSTEOAT UNDER

COVETRTDTHE P0STM>A5TEF? OF
Fig. 205. Used in black on Letters forwarded under cover to the Postmaster

of any town specified.

addresses, and at the same time to give instructions as to the delivery of the replies to

some temporary address. When the nature of such proceedings was brought to the

notice of the postal authorities, they immediately issued instructions to postmasters to

send all such packets of letters to the Returned Letter Office, where the letters enclosed

in such packets were impressed with the mark shown in Fig. 205.
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Letters, the address of which could not be deciphered, as in Fig. 206, and all

illegible, misspelt, misdirected or insufficiently addressed letters, or packets, were
impressed with special postmarks and sent daily in large numbers to the R.L.O. At

^-=4^

Fig. 206.

first sight the superscription on the illustration given may appear to be a joke, but as

the letter bore two penny stamps for postage, the presumption is that it was intended

for delivery.

The following table shows, for England and Wales, the number of returned letters

for the year 1868, and the manner of their disposal :
—

Returned to the senders

Reissued to corrected addresses .

Returned unopened to foreign countries

Destroyed or retained in hand
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FtECKARGED Can not

UZI\Q LETTER OFFICE
-Uiybhoal CLnJvTHOmTY

In Mack. In red.

Figs. 200, 210. Used on Unpaid Letters Addressed to a Postmaster but returned to Dead Letter Office

for Allowance.

<S^^m^ofimamd Tedea/ed

UNCLAIMED ^
Fig. 211. Used in «(f on Unclaimed F!g. 212. \n red.

Letters in R.L.O.

BDNG INTHE SRAN/SH U\NGU/\G£ SFNTBACKTOENaAND
' TH/S PAPER IS PROHIBITED FROM WITHOUT A REASON
CIRCUL/^TIONIN SPAIN FOR NON-DELIVERY

Fig. 213. In red. Fig. 214. In red.



CHAPTER VI.

LONDON DISTRICT

The Twopenny Post Office, as it was called, at the time when the Unifoi-m Penny Post
became law, still retained the same types of stamps as were introduced in 1836, and
shown in the earlier volume on British postmarks. Fig. 215 is one of the types not

Fig. 215. Oval stamp in rcd^ in use in

London District OfTice.

already noticed, which was brought into use in 1836-7. The earlier marks were some-
what smaller. Paid marks were brought into use at the Receiving Houses, as shown in

Figs. 216, 217. "E.O." in Fig. 216 signifies Eastern Office. The limits of the Two-

EOJSlrand „ .^ i c^

'P3/P-Paid I?- PAID
Fig?. 21(3, 217. Types of Paid Maries which cams in during 1840.

penny Post, which are fully described in the previous work on the early postmarks,

were still maintained. The deliveries and collections of letters remained the same

until 1842, when an extra delivery and collection were granted to the whole of the

districts. Previous to this improvement a letter posted at any London Receiving

House after two in the afternoon was not delivered to places no more remote

than Islington or Bayswater until the next morning. What was known as the Town
District extended from Sloane Street in the west to Blackwall in the east, and from

Regent's Park in the north to the Kent Road in the south. London within this area,

from November, 1842, had seven deliveries and collections a day. Places on the

boundary of the three-mile circle such as Camberwell, Newington Butts, Islington,

Hackney, etc., had six. Places beyond the three-mile circle had five, and the greater

portion of the places beyond six miles had four. Letters sent to outlying districts

on Saturday evening were in many cases delivered on the Sunday morning. In 1844
the designation of "Twopenny Post" was altered to ''London District Post Office."

The chief office was situated in St. Martin's-le-Grand, with branch offices at Lombard
Street, Charing Cross, Borough, Old Cavendish Street, and Vere Street, and letter-

carriers' offices in all the outlying districts. A Maltese Cross type of stamp was still

in use in the Branch Offices (Figs. 218-221).

43
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1 AU 1

Fig. 21s. Fig. 219.

29MY29

Fig. 220. Fig. 221.

The Stamping duty in the London District Office was very complicated. "Take,

for instance, the case of a prepaid letter bearing a postage label. It was first

impressed, in red ink, with the date and hour stamp. Fig. 222, and in addition to the

Chief-Office.
Fig. 222. " 1 An 1 " danotes
One 0'clo:k Afternoon.

Fig. 22s. Fig. 224.

obliteration mark (Fig. 223) the letter was also impressed, generally in a i/uis/i green

ink, with the Chief Office stamp (Fig. 224).

Three separate operations. But if the letter were paid for in money, two stamp

impressions were all that were necessary (Figs. 225, 226).

Chief Office

Fig. 225.

r 1847 -^

So long as the Post Office continued to treat the whole of the London District

as one town, and to serve it from one central office, it could not have greatly increased the

number of receptacles for letters, for the reason that all district post letters were collected

and carried from the receiving houses to the Chief Office, there to be sorted and re-

distributed. In this way a letter posted (say) at Cavendish Square and addressed to

Hanover Square, a distance of a few hundred yai'ds only, went to the General Post

Office, was sorted, and then sent back to its destination, thus travelling a distance

of four or five miles.

The London District Sorting Office was divided into six roads, viz., Barnet,

Croydon, Enfield, Hampton, Hounslow, and Woolwich, and among these roads all the

correspondence for the outlying districts was divided ; while all the correspondence

for the town delivery was divided into walks, a " walk " meaning a certain

quantity of ground marked out for a postman to deliver letters upon. From the

Chief Office to the outlying districts the bags were conveyed mainly by post-boys,

each route being known as a " ride "—as, for instance, " Barnet ride." The post-boy on

his journey down delivered bags en route at Islington, HoUoway, Highgate, Finchley

Common, Whetstone, and Barnet ; on the " Woolwich ride," at Kent Road, New Cross,

Deptford, Blackheath, and Woolwich. All the offices at which bags were delivered
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were Letter-carriers' offices, but no sorting of any kind was done at these local offices,

even the sorting of letters for the "walks" in the local districts being done at the

Chief Office. The letters collected from the receiving houses were stamped with the

marks of the offices where they were posted, as shown in Figs. 227-235. They were

Belvi4? P]e
s

Fig. 237.

1— S J
Fig.^22S.

iHampfteadJNIol pancras vale

Fig. 230.Fig. 229.

NEWNORTHR? ValvorthR? MAIOAHIUU
Fig. 231. Fig. 232. Fig. 233.

Mill-Hill Kermm8"ton4*
Fig. 234. Fig. 23S.

Fig 230. Fig. 237. Fig. 23S.

also stamped at the local district offices, as in Figs. 236-238. The whole collection was
then placed, unsorted, in a bag ready for the post-boy on his return journey to the

Chief Office. At the end of this volume will be found a list of places which were
within the limits of the London District Post delivery in 1857 (see Appendix B).

Many and important improvements were now being made, all having a tendency to

give greater and better facilities for rapid collection and delivery of letters. The street-

door letter-box, which was strongly recommended to the public by the Post Office as a

means to help rapid delivery, was first brought to notice in May, 1849. Pillar letter-

boxes were first set up, as an experiment, on the 23rd of November, 1852, and the

favoured spot chosen was St. Helier, Jersey! It was not until early in 1855 that six

boxes were erected in London.

(i) On the north side of Fleet Street, near No. lor.

(2) „ south side of the Strand, near No. 180.

(3) „ north side of Pall Mall, at the corner of the Army and Navy Club.

(4) „ „ of Piccadilly, at the corner of Bolton Street.

(5) At the west corner of Grosvenor Place.

(6) At Rutland Gate.
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These boxes were found to afford much public accommodation ; one advantage

was that they could be cleared at hours when it would be unreasonable to expect

receiving houses to be open. Their numbers consequently increased rapidly, especially

in London. The London District Post, which until 1854 existed as a separate depart-

ment, was in that year abolished by the amalgamation of the two corps of London
letter-carriers, those attached to the " General Post " and those belonging to the
" London District." The former were known popularly by their red and the latter by
their blue uniforms. The object of this amalgamation was to avoid the waste of time

and trouble, and the expense consequent upon two men going over the same ground to

distribute two classes of letters which could, without any real difficulty, be delivered

together. The union of the General and District letter-carriers necessitated a re-

arrangement of walks, and with a view to promoting a more rapid and correct delivery

of letters in the Metropolis, London and its suburbs, within a circle of twelve miles from

the General Post Office, were, for postal purposes, divided into ten districts, each being

treated in many respects as a separate town. Thus, instead of all district post letters

being carried to the Chief Office in St. Martin's-le-Grand, they were sorted and re-

distributed from the office of the district in which they were posted, so that the time of

transmission was greatly reduced. The old type of stamp (Fig. 239) used in the London
District Office was now abolished, and a new type (Fig. 240) was introduced.

qND
4.t:cP

Fig. 239. Fig. 240.

The combined or duplex stamp was also introduced (Figs. 241 and 242).

Fig. 241. Fig. 242.

The difference between the Inland and London District double stamps is the

number of the obliterating mark. Inland being 1-60, and London District 61-ico. In

the London District Office figures were inserted for the hours ; in the Inland Office

letters were used for the same purpose.

Before the introduction of the London "Districts" much confusion and delay arose

from there being several streets of the same name ; for instance, there were about fifty

"King Streets," fifty "Queen Streets," and sixty "John" and "William" Streets. A
good nomenclature of the streets in London, and the numbering of the houses, greatly

facilitated the correct delivery of letters, and gave considerable security against errors.

One case, which actually occurred, will illustrate in a striking manner the necessity of

avoiding all duplications within the same street of the numbering of houses. It would
appear that in a certain street there were two houses which not only bore the same
number, but were also occupied by persons of the same name. To one of these a letter

was addressed containing money orders to the value of upwards of £b, but there being
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nothing to distinguish one occupant or one house from the other the letter reached the

wrong person, who forged the signature of his namesake and obtained payment of the

money orders, an offence for which he was tried and punished. It was stated that

irregularity of numbering was carried in some instances to such an extent as to have the

same number on seven different houses in the same street. In particular places some
ridiculous anomalies were reported. An Inspector of Letter Carriers gives the following

ludicrous instance :
'' On arriving at a house in the middle of a street I observed a

brass number, '95,' on the door, the houses on each side being numbered respectively

14 and 16. A woman came to the door, and when I requested to be informed why 95
should appear between 14 and 16, she sa'd it was the number of a house she formerly

lived at in another street, and it (meaning the brass plate) being a very good one, she

thought it would do for her present residence as well as any other.''

The first number of the British Postal Guide was issued on May ist, 1856. Its

principal contents consisted of information regarding the Post Office, such as rates of

postage, inland, colonial, and foreign money orders, and lists of Post Offices with the

number of the obhteration mark in use in each. In the third edition, issued January isfa

1857, will be found a list of the principal streets and places in London and its environs,

with their postal districts. This list was added for the purpose of educating the public

in regard to the new postal districts, the whole usefulness of which depended solely on

the co-operation of the public, who were ofificiaUy requested to append the initials of the

district to their addresses. This co-operation was readily given, and at the suggestion

of Mr. F. J. Horniman, it was decided, early in 1857, to add to the London stamps the

district initials, as on Fig. 243.

-T A I ^

B'ig. 243.

The ten * districts were as follows : East Central, West Central, Northern, Southern,

Eastern, North-Eastern, South-Eastern (Borough Branch Office), Western (Old Caven-

dish Street Branch Office), North-Western, and South-Western. A complete set of all

types of stamps in use in the ten London District Offices, with an explanation of each,

are given in Figs. 244-265.

Figs. 244 Combined Date and Obliteration Marks.

* The number appears to have been reduced later to nine by the abolition of the Southern

District, unless Mr. Flendy made a mistake in this matter. His original list only included nine,

but he omitted "Eastern."—E. B. Evans.
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Figs. 2J0-255. Date Stamps. Each of these Types was in use in several of the District Offices,

Fig. 255. Obliteration in general use

in all District Offices.

Fig. 257. Obliteration used by Inspectors

atW.D.O.

o
/VD'

Figs. 258-261. General Paid Marks.
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Fig. 262. General Paid Mark (

Government Letters.

T WO y^ J-JU I %

Figs. 1-265. Used for Stamping Money Orders.

The following are types of miscellaneous marks in use in the District Offices

(Figs. 266-273).

Fig. 266. Obliteration used in Fig. 267. Used on Missorted Letters Fig. 26S. Used on Letters handed
W.D.O. and Newspapers. to Suburban Mail-cart Drivers.

w.c

Mo^e \o pa-Y

Fig. 269. Used on Letters on which Fig. 270. Used on Letters bearing

id. is due for Postage. Wrong Postal District.

above ot

[nvvJ

Fig. 271

^U
MORE TO PAY

Fig. 272. Used on Open or Damaged Letters.

In 1857 it was also decided that the oblong stamp in use at the receiving houses

(see Figs. 227-235) should be put out of use and a neat type of circular stamp substituted

as new stamps became necessary (Figs. 274-278),

^
if)

^o
C/}

Fig. 275. Fig. 276. Fig. 277. Fig. 278.
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Another very important change was carried out in 1857, when a late evening de-

livery, terminating about 9 p.m., was established to all places within, six or seven miles of

London. This late delivery had the effect of rendering unnecessary the Sunday morning

delivery of letters in the districts served.

The whole of the receiving houses, some 500, and the following branch or letter-

carrier offices, were under the control of the Postmasters of the districts in which they

were situated :

—

1 Highgate.

2 Finchley.

3 Whetstone.

4 Hampstead.

5 Hendon.

6 Edgware.

7 Stoke Newington.

8 Tottenham.

10 Edmonton.

11 Enfield.

12 Bow.

13 Stratford.

14 Leyton.

15 Woodford.

16 Chigwell.

17 Ilford.

18 Deptford.

20 Greenwich.

21 Woolwich.

22 Eltham.

23 Bexley.

24 Dulwich.

25 Sydenham.

26 Beckenham.

27 Clapham.

28 Tooting.

29 Mitcham.

30 Carshalton.

31 Wandsworth.

32 Putney.

33 Mortlake.

34 Richmond.

35 Twickenham.

36 Hampton.

37 Brompton.

38 Kensington.

39 Hammersmith.

40 Acton.

41 Brentford.

42 Paddington.

43 Charing Cross.

44 North Row (Branch Ofifice),

45 Portland Street.

46 Stepney.

47 Southwark.

48 Shoreditch.

49 Sidmouth Street (Branch

Office).

Fig. 279. Fig. 280.

25̂ C;^
,y MG o

<BST
Fig. 281.

The number against each office denotes the number of its obliteration stamp ; the

types of the obliteration and date stamps are shown in Figs. 279-281.

When the ten London districts were formed, Lombard Street and Charing Cross

remained branch offices, and it was decided that the Maltese Cross types of mark should

be abolished, and new types introduced at both offices (Figs. 282-286).

£^rz
<^0 S/^

Fig. 282. Used on Paid Letters. Fig. 283. Used on ordinary Letters

posted before 3 p.m.

Fig. 284. Used on Prepaid

Foreign Letters,
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The Maltese Cross type of mark in use at the Houses of Parliament (Fig. 287)

was also abolished, and new types were introduced (Figs. 288, 289).

Fig. 286. Fig. 286. Fig. 287.

Fig. 2SS.

^HPs

Fig. 2S9.

'LONDON

DE 20
58 ,\

Fig. 290. Used on Late Fee Letters Posted

in the Evening between 7and 7.30 p.m.

Letters for the night mail could be posted, for an extra payment of one penny, up to

6.45 p.m. at the London District offices, and up to 7.30 p.m. at the Chief Office. These

letters were impressed with a special stamp, shown in Fig. 290. In 1865 an arrangement

was made by which letters for the night mail could be posted up to 6.45 p.m. for an extra

charge of one penny, up to 7.15 p.m. for an extra charge of twopence, at the Chief and

District offices, and for an extra charge of fourpence up to 7.30 p.m. at the Chief

office.

What was practically a suburban Branch Office of the Western District of London

was opened, early in 1868, at Spring Street, Paddington. This was not only a Letter

Carriers and Sorting Office, but all classes of business were transacted at a public

counter. When, in the year 1869, it was decided that the Telegraph System of the

country should be transferred to the control of the Post Office, it was considered both

necessary and advantageous to extend the system of Branch Offices by abolishing many

of the larger Receiving Offices and establishing Branch Offices in their stead, so that

postal and telegraphic business could be transacted by Post Office officials at the one

office. A large number of such offices were opened early in 1870. The types of

obliteration stamps in use at these offices are shown in Figs. 291-293.

SMUZ.

Fig. 291. Mark Lane. Fig. 292. Paddington. Fig. 293. Throgmorlon Avenue.
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The following are complete lists of such offices as established in the year 1876 :-

BRANCH OFFICES (1876).

EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT.

Bishopsgnte Street Without, No. 173. Holborn Viaduct.

Cannon Street, No. loi. Leadenhall Street.

Cornhill,' No. 27. Little Tower Street.

Eastcheap, No. 3. Lombard Street.

Farringdon Street. Lothbury.

Fenchurch Street. Lower Thames Street.

Finsbury Square. Ludgate Circus.

Goswell Road. Mark Lane, No. 16.

Gracechurch Street. Seething Lane (Corn Exchange).

Gresham House, Bishopsgate. Smithfield Market.

"Temple Bar" (30 Fleet Street).

EASTERN DISTRICT.

Blackwall Railway Station. St. Katherine's Docks.

Poplar. Shoreditch.

Victoria Dock.

NORTHERN DISTRICT.

Highbury (Station). Islington (Angel).

King's Cross.

NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT.

Camden Road. Hampstead Green.

Euston Square Station. Haverstock Hill.

St. John's Wood.

SOUTH-EASTERN DISTRICT.

Blackheath Village. Crystal Palace.

Borough High Street. Greenwich.

Camberwell. Lambeth.

Peckham (High Street).

SOUTH-WESTERN DISTRICT.

Charles Street (18 Haymarket). Houses of Parliament.

Churton Street. Putney.

Clapham Common. St. George's Place, Knightsbridge.
Exhibition Road. St. James's Street.

Fulham. Walham Green.

Westminster Palace Hotel.
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Burlington House.

Edgware Road (South).

Langham Place (Hotel).

London Street (Paddington).

Notting Hill, Archer Street.

„ High Street.

WESTERN DISTRICT.

Oxford Street.

Piccadilly Circus.

Spring Street (Paddington).

South Audley Street.

Westbourne Grove (Paddington).

Young Street.

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT.

Charing Cross.

Covent Garden.

Holborn, No. 20.

Lincoln's Inn.

Strand.

About 1873, with a view to giving an earlier morning delivery to the outlying London

Districts, a large extension of the District sorting offices took place within what was

termed the inner Suburban Division. The following are types Of stamps in use at these

offices (Figs. 294-302) :—

Fig. 294. Poplar. Fig. 205. Clapton. Fig. 296. Fig. 297.

Fig. 298. In some types a line is drawn between

the number and the letter, thus —
Fig.1299. This offlce'is No. 30B.

REGISTERED. C.
HOMERTOME-

iFig. 300.

REGISTERED.O
AP 77
LONDON. IV.E.

Fig. 301.



CHAPTER VII.

FOREIGN BRANCH.

In April, 1840, the Foreign Letter Office, which had hitherto been separate and indepen-

dent, was consoHdated with the Inland Office. The duty of opening and dispatching

foreign mails was performed by the general body of clerks ; all inward foreign mails were

opened, and the letters, which between 1840 and i860 in nearly every instance reached

this country with postage unpaid, were taxed with the postage due upon them. The
duty of taxing was a very difficult one, as the rates varied so much in the different coun-

tries ; for instance, in 1848, for letters not exceeding \ ounce the postage was to or

from—Africa, 8d. ; China via Marseilles, is. lod., via Southampton, is. ; Egypt, is. 8d.
;

Java, IS. ; Gibraltar, is. ; Vigo, 2s. 2d. ; Brazil, 2s. gd. ; Monte Video, 2s. 7d. ; ChiH, 2s.
;

France, lod., and Holland, is. The rates of postage between the Mother Country and
the various Colonies varied between 8d. and is., according to whether the letter happened

to be conveyed by a private ship or a regular packet. In many cases these charges only

meant the sea-rate, and the inland rate had to be added ; in other cases heavy transit

rates had to be accounted for.

A convention was signed in London on the 15th December, 1848, between Great

Britain and the United States, for an improvement in communication by post between

their respective territories. Under Article V of this convention the United States

granted the transit through their territory for closed mails, accompanied by a British

officer. When these mails reached New York they were forwarded by the first Packet

Boat (either Enghsh or American) sailing for England. All letters reaching London by

these mails were impressed with stamps to distinguish whether conveyed by British

(Cunard) or United States (Collins) Packets (Figs. 303, 304).

A RT-5 A RT- 5
B R Pkt us PKT

Fig. 303. Fig. 304.

Under Article XII single-rate letters from foreign countries, passing through the

United Kingdom for the United States, were liable to a transit rate according to weight,

and were postmarked as in Fig. 305.

5
^^N-^^

Fig. 305. Used in red; various amounts indicate

what is claimed or allowed upon Letters for the

United States of America.

Towards the end of 1851 a popular demand arose for a low rate of transmarine

postage—" Ocean Penny Postage" with the Colonies. The proposed measure was not

adopted, but early in 1853 the Lords of the Treasury gave their authority for a uniform
sixpenny rate to be established with any of the Colonies who were desirous of joining in
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such an arrangement. It is noticeable that, although the Home Government has no
power whatever to compel a self-governing Colony to alter its postage rates, yet all of
them joined most willingly in the arrangement. The measure proved a good one, not
only by diminishing the rates of postage, but by rendering the rates uniform and simple,

many sources of error and trouble, especially to the clerks of the Foreign Branch, were
removed.

By an agreement with France, which took effect from the ist January, 1855, the
minimum postage rate was reduced to a uniform one of fourpence, if prepaid, a double
rate being levied upon unpaid letters. This arrangement was eventually embodied in

a postal convention between the two countries, dated 24th September, 1856. Under
Article 1 1, in addition to the regular mail service, letters were to be exchanged between
several British and French ports, such mails being carried by private vessels of either

country, a gratuity of one penny being paid on each letter. This means of communica-
tion became so constant that all the vessels carried movable boxes on board for collect-

ing such letters, and stamps were brought into use for postmarking letters so posted.

Fig. 306 is a type of the mark in use in the London office. Similar stamps were in use

elsewhere (Figs. 307, 308).

MB
FE Z

\ t867 .

Fig. 307. Havre and Southampton. Fig. 306. "M.B." means "Movable
Box." Used on Letters posted in

movable boxes on board steamers

from France, impressed in red ink.

Fig. J

FRANCE

MB
AP26

St. Malo and Jersey.

Under Article XXXII of the same convention, it was agreed that all ordinary

unpaid correspondence, charged with transit or sea rates, which should be exchanged in

the mails between the two countries, "shall receive, in some conspicuous part of the

address, the impression in black ink of a stamp intended to show the rate at which the

dispatching office shall have delivered those letters to the other office." The following

are types of the stamps in use in Great Britain (Figs. 309, 318) ; somewhat similar types

were in use in France bearing the letters " F r " instead of " G B "

Fig. 309, Fig. 310. Fig. 311.

^Qr

2F,

Fig. 312.

r^B^
2^62*^

Fig. 313. Fig. 314.

GB

Fig. 315,

F60^ <(}-BfeK>
Fig. 316,
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GB FpkI fesllf^'il)
Fig. 317. Fig. 31S.

Figs. 309-318. Used in ^>laci ink an/oreign letters, passing through Great Britain

in transit, on which the full postage has been paid.

The mark stown in Fig. 319 was struck, in red, on letters to France when paid to

port of disembarkation only.

Other marks, such as Figs. 320, 321, were placed on letters for France and Germany
received in American packet boats in transit through London.

A peculiar stamp was in use in the London Chief Office ; it was impressed on

letters sent to Devonport or Liverpool, to be made up at the outport in the mail for the

packet boats. The stamp used for Liverpool bears the initial letter "l" in the centre

(Fig. 322), and that for Devonport, the letter "d" (Fig. 323). The object of their use

Fig. 319.

U S. P*:!
Fig. 320. Fig. 321. Used on Letters

mis-sent to the American
Packet Boats.

Fig. Fig. 323.

was to prove whether the letters were made up in bags in the London Chief Ofifice or at

an outport. This class of stamp, by changing the initial letter, was used on letters to

other outports, as well as Devonport and Liverpool. Red composition was used with

the stamps in the morning, and black for the evening duty.

PD
Fig. 324. Used in red on wholly

Prepaid Letters for France.

Fig. 325. Used in red on Letters

for France partly Prepaid.

Ordinary and registered letters, fully prepaid to destination, were impressed with

the stamp shown in Fig. 324 ; the use of this stamp was discontinued in 1873. Ordinary

letters prepaid part of the distance only were impressed with Fig. 325.
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The following table shows the principal reduction in Foreign rates of postage be-

tween the years 1854 and 1863:

—

Countries.

United Kingdom and France

>, ,, ,, Belgium .

United Kingdom and German Pos-
tal Union, Hamburg and Bre-
men . . . .

United Kingdom and Italy

„ Spain

„ China

„ Monte Video

1854.

8d. or lod. per \ oz.

letter, according to

country in which post-

age was paid.

6d. per \ oz. letter.

8d. „

A varying rate, with

minimum of is. id. per

i oz. letter.

lod. per J oz. letter.

^^* )> ))

2s 7d. „

1S63.

4d. per J oz. letter in

either country.

4d. per \ oz. letter.

6d. „ „

Uniform rate of 6d.

per J oz. letter.

6d. per \ oz. letter.

6d.

In May, 1863, a Postal Congress—the first of its kind—assembled in Paris. The
object of the Congress was "The Improvement of Postal Communication between the

Commercial Nations of the World." Each civihzed nation was invited to send a Delegate,

and all the most important States responded. The prepayment of foreign letters was

one of the most difficult subjects discussed. The conclusion arrived at was, that it would

be best to leave it optional with the writer of the letter, whether the postage should be

prepaid to its destination or left to be paid on receipt. It was also decided that the

postage on foreign letters should be regulated by weight. Other subjects of importance,

such as the route of foreign letters, the division of postage rates, and the transmission of

coin in letters, were also fully discussed, but the chief result of the Congress was the

good understanding arrived at of the principles of postal reciprocity, which eventually

led up to the General Postal Union Treaty. This treaty, concluded at Berne, October

gth, 1874, and brought into operation on July ist, 1875, has had the most satisfactory

results, giving as it does to the people of the civilized world the advantages of cheap and

uniform postal rates.

Various types of stamps in use in the Foreign Branch of the Circulation Depart-

ment are shown in Figs. 326-343, with descriptive notes giving the reason for their use.

VndjLLc OouA4^ iiwt no/m/rva

i/XAfPt'TULCea. <mJt </k tACoM;a^

Fig. 326. Unpaid Letters from the Colonies were charged a Fine

of 6d. in addition to Ordinary Postage.

I

PACKET-LETTER
Fig. 327.- Used in red on Letters received

in Packet Letter M^jlg.
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BRITISH ..,,

FOREIGN.
Fig. 328. Used in red on Letters received

from the Continent on which a claim is

made, the amounts being entered against

the respective words.

FOREIGN
VESSEL

Fig. 329. Used in redan Letters directed

to be forwarded by a Foreign Vessel,

but which are prohibited from being so

sent.

SUEZ'
TRANSIT

PANAMA
TRA N S I T

Fig. 330. Fig. 831.

Used in dlac^ on Letters posted beyond Suez and Panama respectively.

DEFICIENT-POSTAGE

FWE__
Fig. 332. Used in red on Colonial Letters in-

sufficiently Prepaid, on which a Fine was
charged in addition to the deficient Postage,

MORE-TO-PAY
F!g. 333. Used in reJ.

RelnrnMfir

Fig. 334. Used in red.

®
Fig. 335. Used in red on Con-

tinental Paid Letters.

Part paid
mope to pay

Fig. 336. Used in Mack en in-

sufficiently Prepaid Letter^ for

the Continent,

EXciOEFlClEiNT POSTAGE_
OZ BRITISH SHARE OF FINE—

Fig, 337. Used in red on Colonial Letters not wholly Pre-

paid. The Fine was divided between Great Britain and
the Country of Origin.

FIRST-POSTAGE

NOT-PAID
Fig. 33S. Used in 7-ed on Unpaid Redirected

Letters.

Ml 5 SENT TO

EiNGLAIND
Fig. 339. Used in red on Letters Mis-

sent from Places Abroad.

iiNSurnciEiMTLr

PRr-PAlD
o3 2 ^

Fig. 340. Used in red. Fig. 341. Used in black on Unpaid
Letters for Bremen, being the

amount claimed by Great Britain

for every J oz.

THE-AMOUNT
DEFICIENT

Fig. 342. Used in 7-ed on insufficiently Prepaid Letters

addressed to places where Prepayment is Compulsory.
Fig. 343. Used in red on Foreign

Letters which miss the Mail

owing to being Missqrted.



CHAPTER VIII.

COLONIAL AND FOREIGN PACKET SERVICE.

With the application of steam to the propulsion of ships on long voyages, the mail

service became not simply rapid, but also regular, so that the mercantile community
could reckon with the utmost certainty on the punctual departure of mails at the

appointed times, and also calculate with greater precision the times of their arrival.

These excellent results, which were of considerable value to the nation both politically

and commercially, were mainly attained under a system of subsidies and through private

enterprise.

The Post Office Packet Service to all parts of the world, except France and Belgium,

was, until 1840, carried on entirely from one port, Falmouth, by Government vessels.

In that year a contract was made with Samuel Cunard, for the conveyance, by steam
vessels, of the mails between this' country and the United States and North American
Provinces, and it was also then decided that Liverpool should be the port for the

American packets. The first vessel, the Britattnia, belonging to the new service left the

Mersey on the 4th July, 1840 (Independence Day); she was a paddle-wheel steamer,

207 feet long and 740 horse-power, having a speed of about i>\ knots an hour. She is

said to have carried the heaviest mail ever sent from this country up to that time, and
that consisted of twenty-seven bags of letters (containing about 20,000 missives) and
forty-two bags of newspapers !

At that time there was no other regular line of steamers plying between Great

Britain and America, and the undertaking was considered to be attended with considerable

risk. The contract, which was for seven years, has since been repeatedly renewed and

extended, the service being performed in an admirable manner. Liverpool, which had

hitherto been largely connected with the American ports by fast sailing vessels, now
became the chief packet office for the American mails. The earliest postmark wTiich

has come under my notice in connection with the American service is that shown in

Fig. 344. Shortly after the service commenced a new type of date-stamp was introduced

.xAiR/c

Fig. 344. 7th Jan., 1841. Fig. 345. Fig. 346.

(Fig. 345) ; a few years later this type of mark was slightly altered to Fig. 346, which at

a later date was again altered to Fig. 347. A "Paid" date-stamp was also in use.

Fig. 348.
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X Pa/o -7.

Cc 570(5^

F!g. 347. Fig. 348.

The first contract for the Peninsula service (Vigo, Oporto, Lisbon, Cadiz, and Gib-

raltar) was made with Mr. R. Bourne in 1837, the vessels sailing from Falmouth, and

letters dispatched by them were impressed in London with the stamp shown in Fig. 349.

Via Falmouth
Fig. 349.

In 1843 the contract was transferred to the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga-

tion Company, who also had the contract for the India and China mails, and Southamp-

ton then became the port of embarkation, instead of Falmouth. A contract was made
in 1840 with the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, for the conveyance of mails by

steam between England, the West Indies, and the Gulf of Mexico. Their vessels sailed

from Southampton, but continued for many years to call at Falmouth to embark the

mails, and although, in 1852, Falmouth ceased to be a packet station, it still remained

the packet office for a portion of the West Indian and South American mails. The
packet offices, as arranged for the different mails, were as follows :—London and Southamp-

ton were packet offices for the Continental mails, the East and West Indies and South

America ; Liverpool and Londonderry took the United States and Canada ; while the

mail packets for the Cape of Good Hope and the West Coast of Africa sailed from

Devonport, both Plymouth and Devonport acting as packet offices. The following are

the various types of stamps in use at the offices (Figs. 350-371) :

—

Fig. 360. Fig. 351.

.•I A '••

•'LIVERPOOt
'. BR. PACKET
'. JU3Q

;

Fig. 352.

BR
iverpool\
' PACKD-J
SP 59j

Fig. 363.

Fig. 354.

? 1.859 <L'

Fig. 356.

LIVERPOOL

A 58>fC*

Fig. 356. Fig. 357.
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UVERPOOL
JY K

Fig. 358. Fig. 359. Fig. 360. Fig. 361.

PAID
'DEVONPORT>
(CAPE-PACKEl

Fig. 362.

D -j

Fig. 363. Fig. 364. Fig. 365.

PACKETLETTEJi
SOUTHAMPTON

Fig. 867. Fig. 368.

^ '86>7

Fig. 369.

.<C'

Fig. 370.

<^ A -J

Fig. 371.

In all cases the " Paid " stamp was impressed in red ink. The explanation of the

Liverpool marks is "Br" (British) " Cunard," and "Col" ("Collins") American
packet boats. A system of stamping different from that of other offices prevailed at

Liverpool. Each stamper had a private number in the date-stamp used by him, and
each retained in his possession the actual stamp while it had his private number. To
safeguard the stamper against any other officer using his stamp, a leathern belt was
provided, having two small pouches just large enough to admit the lower part of the

stamp. These belts were supplied officially at a cost of 2s. 3d. each. This system of

code or index letters was introduced at Liverpool on the 21st May, 1851, on which date

instructions were issued to the stampers as to the satisfactory working of what is termed

the " hieroglyphic " system. These private marks or indices in the Liverpool stamps

were abolished in 1858.
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In connection with the American mail service a novel " Floating Receiving House "

existed at Liverpool. This was a hut, of the dimensions of 6 feet by 4J feet, stationed

on the South Landing-stage, and was first opened on the i8th August, 1849. An
arrangement which permitted of letters being posted up to the moment of departure of

the outgoing American mail was looked upon as a considerable boon by the mercantile

community, and although a heavy "late fee" of one shilling was charged upon all

letters handed in at the " Floating Receiving House," there is not a trace of a single

remonstrance against the charge. But when it was arranged that the American mail

steamers should make Queenstown a port of call, there was no further necessity for the

"Floating Receiving House," and accordingly it was abolished in October, 1864. All

etters handed in here received the postmark shown in Fig. 372.

VV
185s

yy

Fig. 872.

The Select Committee of the House of Commons on the Conveyance of Mails by
Railways, in their report of 1854, expressed an opinion "that considerable acceleration

of the Colonial and Foreign mails might be effected by the establishment of sorting-offices

on board some of the principal mail-packets, so as to insure the bags being dispatched

to their respective destinations by the first railway trains which should start after their

arrival in port." Many objections were raised to this recommendation, among them
being one from merchants and others interested in any such arrangement, who ex-

pressed the opinion that there would be a want of security, if the mail bags should be
unsealed and the letters dealt with under circumstances which would not admit of the

application of the ordinary checks against the abuse of such a power. All difficulties,

however, having been surmounted, the plan was, in 1857, first tried on the packets con-

veying the homeward Australian mails, and was found to work very satisfactorily. The
letters conveyed by these packets were stamped as shown in Fig. 373. After a short

/o^ PAID%

Fig. 373.

period of working, Ceylon and New Zealand agreed to bear a share of the expense in the

sorting of the outward mails. The sorting of the Australian mails having been found to

work so satisfactorily, and to afford much relief to the offices at which those mails would
otherwise have to be disposed of, the practice was extended to other lines of mail-

packets. In June, 1859, arrangements were made for sorting the mails on board the

Cunard packets, and shortly afterwards on the mail packets maintained by the Canadian.
Government. The Americans regarded the establishment of the British Marine Postal

Service as a wonderful undertaking. The arrangements for sorting the American,
Canadian, Indian, China, and Australian mails on board the packets tended greatly to
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accelerate the delivery of those mails throughout the United Kingdom. Officers en-

gaged in marine sorting duties were supplied with a stock of postage stamps to sell to

passengers on board.

The Postal officers on board ship were, like all other human beings, more or less

subject to sea-sickness ; but in crossing the Atlantic there were frequently whole days

when even a man well accustomed to the sea and not troubled with sickness could not,

because of the roughness of the storm, perform any such work as sorting letters or

making up mails. Mal-de-mer, however, was not by any means their only suffering.

Upon one occasion it became absolutely necessary to suspend sorting operations on

board the West Indian Packets, owing to a serious outbreak of yellow fever at

St. Thomas. Two of the sorting officers died, and nearly all of them felt the effects of

the fever. The wreck of a mail packet is happily to-day a rare event, but in the early

sixties such was not the case. In February, i860, the Canadian mail packet Hungarian
was wrecked off Cape Sable, Prince Edward Island, when all on board the vessel were

drowned, among them being Mr. G. Nash, the post officer employed in sorting the

mails. During the year 1862 five mail packets were totally lost ; the Karmak (Cunard)

while entering the harbour of Nassau, Bahamas ; the Lima (Pacific S. N. Company) on

a reef off Legarto Island in the South Pacific Ocean ; the Cleopatra (African SS. Com-
pany) on Shebar reef, near Sierra Leone ; the Avon (Royal Mail Steam Packet Com-
pany) at her moorings in the harbour of Colon, New Granada ; and the Colombo

(P. and O. S. N. Company) on Minicoy Island, four hundred miles west of Ceylon. In

no case was there any considerable loss of correspondence, but several bags of mails

sank with the Colombo. By the employment of divers the greater portion of the sub-

merged mails were recovered, and, after a careful process of drying, it was found

practicable to forward most of the letters in a tolerably good condition to their

destinations. The letter from which Fig. 374 is taken is in excellent preservation

considering that it is stated to have been three months under water.

, Save

d

{voirx ih&VTve,c]ioi

the Cojom"bo
Fig. 374.

The sorting of mails on board packets was abolished in 1872.

Up to 1874 all foreign rates of postage had to be settled by a separate treaty, or

convention, with each State. In nearly every case the prepayment of postage was left

to the option of the sender. By such an arrangement much additional work was thrown

upon the Packet Offices by their having to use various classes and values of marks on
'

unpaid, partly paid, and fully paid letters, denoting the amount claimed by the country

from which they were sent. As, for instance, at Liverpool, " 19 cents" or "3 cents"

(Figs. 375, 376), according to whether the letter was transmitted by British or United

States Packet. Such charges we are told were, nevertheless, marked upon letters with

extraordinary accuracy.

3.19 r'^'^^ S4^
CfNt^ ^Cti^ ce'S',

Fig. .S-5. Fig. 376. Fig. 377.
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At Liverpool these charge marks ran from 3 cents to 84 cents (Fig. 377). There

was also a variety of marks in use at the same office, which were impressed upon letters

for various reasons (Figs. 378-384).

Fig. 37s. Fig. 379. Fig. 380.

Not called for

Fig. 381.

MISSENT
(TO LIVERPOOL)

ENGLAND
Fig. 3S2.

MISDIRECTED
TO LIVERPQQU

Fig. 383. Fig. 384.

Figs. 385, 386 were impressed upon newspapers and book packets at Liverpool.

B^-CAWADIAN

PACKET

COMVEYED BY
U/^ITED STATES

PACKET.
Fig. 385. Fig. 386.

At Devonport and Plymouth different types of stamps were in use (Figs. 387-390).

Similar marks were in use at Liverpool and Southampton.

EXAMINED
AT

DEVONPORT
Fig. 387.

DEHCIENT POSTAGE

FINJC

Fig. 3SS.

OVER 01

MORE-TO-PAY
Fig. 38i)

TOO LATE rOB.

MAIL or

Fig. 390
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Figs. 391, 392 are the Devonport charge marks ; in similar marks to Fig. 392 there
were amounts ranging from 3d. to 4s.

Fig. 391. Fig. 892. Fig. 393. Hull, used on wholly
Prepaid Letters.

yV different type of the "P D " mark is to be found in some of the Packet Offices.

The Registered Letter stamp in use in the Packet Offices was in every instance the

same type as that used in the London Office (Fig. 394).
A different type of the Liverpool mark (Fig. 384) is to be found in use at Hull

(Fig. 395)-

"^^c^t^ FOREICN-PAID
Fig. 394. Fig. 395.

Until 1851 the Postmaster-General in England had the direction of all postal affairs

in the Colonies, but after that date it was open to all Colonies to place their posts under

the management of the Colonial Government ; and as the cost of the mails carried by

sea generally much exceeded the revenue derived from the postage, the Mother Country

financially benefited by the separation of the Colonial posts. In i860, for instance, just

previous to the transfer of the management of the posts in the West Indies, it was stated

that on each letter between this country and the Cape of Good Hope there was a loss of

about 9d. ; on each letter to the West Indies a loss of about is. ; and to the West Coast

of Africa of is. Bd. As a matter of fact, as late as 1872 it was estimated that the

British loss on the Colonial and Foreign Packet Service was nearly half a million sterling.



CHAPTER IX.

SHIP LETTERS.

So long as the sea service was performed by sailing-vessels, no great disadvantage was
found in forwarding letters by private ships ; for although the regular mail packets

started on their passage on a given day, no one could predict what the duration of the

voyage would be. But the introduction of steam-vessels, such as the Sirius and the

Great Western^ on long-distance voyages, revolutionized mail traffic between Great

Britain and America. The Sirius^ on her first trip, starting on the 31st March, 1838,

only carried a ship-letter mail of 352 letters and eighty-seven newspapers ; but as soon

as it was proved that steam-vessels could cross the Atlantic with safety and regularity,

the number of letters carried ran into many thousands instead of hundreds. The
Great Western, leaving Bristol in January, 1839, carried a ship-letter mail of 3548
letters. The gratuity payable to the master of such vessels was twopence for each

letter, and a penny for each newspaper. Only letters received by private vessels were

impressed with the Ship-Letter stamp of the office, shown in Figs. 396-401, and if the

SOUTHHAMPTON

SHIP-LETTER
Fig. 396.

LIVERPOOL
V 5 H I P >

BRISTOL
SHIP-LETTER

Fig. 397.

GLASGOW
17AU&184:0
SHIP LETTER

Fig. 398. Fig. 399.

LlVEflPOOI-
•

5HIP LETTER

m.
dealL

SHIPLETTEH
Figs. 400, 401. In Hack.

Ship-Letter stamp bore no date, the letter was impressed with the date-stamp of the

office also.

C6



SHIP LETTERS. 67

The Ship-Letter Office in London, which had been in existence as a separate depart-

ment for nearly fifty years, was aboHshed in May, 1847, and the duties transferred to the

Inland Office. It was also decided that all ship-letter mails for the Western Hemisphere
should be dealt with and made up in the Liverpool office. By this arrangement Liver-

pool became practically the principal Ship-Letter port of the United Kingdom, and
evidently to commemorate the event a handsome Ship-Letter stamp was introduced at

that office (Fig. 402). This postmark was in use until about the year 1867, but in the

,^ m ^
( FE 22

/

Fig. 402.

meantime other stamps were introduced (Figs. 403, 404). Under an Act (i Vict. c. 34)

PAID
LIVERPOOL!
SHIP
JA 6
1864
C

Fig. 403. Fig. 404.

consignees of vessels, and of goods on board vessels, inward bound, resident in the

United Kingdom, were permitted to receive letters not exceeding six ounces in weight

collectively, free of sea postage ; if such letters exceeded the weight limit, the officers

of Customs were authorized to seize all above weight and send the same to the nearest

post office. Consignees' letters were impressed with an exemption mark (Figs. 405, 406).

The penalty for falsely superscribing letters as "Consignees'" was ^10.

LIVERPOOL
E-XEMPTSHIP EXEMPTSHIPO

Fig. 405. Fig. 406. Used in red on Letters addressed to Con-

signees of Vessel by which they are brought.

In 1854 arrangements were made with most of our Colonies by which a uniform rate

of sixpence per half-ounce was chargeable upon all letters, whether conveyed by packet

or private ship. The arrangement was, on the ist January, 1858, extended to all our

Colonies and to foreign countries generally, with the exception of France, Belgium, and

Holland, with whom special rates were agreed upon under conventions. In consequence

of these great reductions in the rates of postage it was decided to reduce the gratuities

payable to masters of vessels carrying Ship-Letter Mails to one penny for each letter and
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one halfpenny for each newspaper. Until the rst April, 1863, these gratuities were paid

on letters both outward and inward ; but from that date it was decided that only one

gratuity was to be payable, and that upon the inward letters only. The principal ports,

after Liverpool and Bristol, at which Ship Letters arrived were : Falmouth, from the

West Indies and South America ; Plymouth, from the Cape of Good Hope and South
Africa ; and Hull, from the North Sea ports. Ship-Letter Mails for London were landed

at Gravesend, and forwarded thence by railway. The following were types of the Ship-

Letter stamps in use at those offices (Figs. 407-411).

V I 86 3
1'

-LE
Fig. 407. Fig. 408. Fig. 409.

y HULL V^

SHIP-LETTER
\m y I >657 /

Fig. 411.

In the London office plain and dated Ship- Letter marks were in use (Figs. 41:

and also a "Too-Late" stamp (Fig. 414).

413),

Fig. 412. Used in red on

Letters received by Ship-

Letter Mail.

•SHIP-LETTER TOO-LATE
Fig. 413. Used similarly lo Fig. 412. Fig. 414. Used in black on Letters

arriving too late to be forwarded by
the Private Ship they are addressed to

go by



CHAPTER X.

NAVY POST OFFICE.

Such offices were established at Portsmouth, Devonport, and other ports where the navy
concentrated. The offices were estabUshed and managed by the local Postmasters for

their own benefit, boatmen being employed and paid by them to deliver and collect

letters among the ships of war lying in the harbour or roadstead. An extra penny was
charged upon each letter so delivered, such letters being postmarked as shown in

Fig. 415.

NAvYPosTorncr
Fig. 415.

With the introduction of Uniform Penny Postage it was decided, so far as Ports-

mouth was concerned, that such letters should be delivered free in the harbour as far as

Spithead ; but it was not until May, 1852, that the practice of charging the extra penny
for delivery was abolished at Devonport and Plymouth, and free delivery extended to all

vessels lying in the harbour (Hamoaze), although not to vessels lying in Plymouth

Sound. The following are types of postmarks m use after free delivery was granted

(Figs. 416, 417).

1(250))

Fig. 416.

A privilege was accorded to non-commissioned officers, seamen, and soldiers of

sending and receiving within any part of the British Dominions, under certain regula-

tions, letters on their own concerns only, not exceeding half an ounce at the rate of one

penny each. Such letters had to be superscribed with the name of the seaman or

soldier, his class and description, the name of the ship or regiment to which he

belonged ; and if they were the writers of the letters it had to be countersigned by the

officer commanding. When this regulation was not complied with letters were charged

as ordinary and postmarked as shown in Fig. 418.

RANK

NOT STAFED
Fig. 418.
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CHAPTER XI.

TRAVELLING POST OFFICE.

The earliest Travelling Post Office made its first journey from London to Preston on

the 1st October, 1838, two mails only being dispatched fi-om London (Euston) daily;

the first or day mail at 1 1 a.m., and the night mail at 8.30 p.m. The night mail occupied

five hours and a half on the journey to Birmingham, but the day mail not quite so long.

These two mails were worked throughout, from London to Preston, by a staff of fourteen

officers, known as " railway clerks," assisted by a number of mail-guards. The former

performed the sorting duty, and the latter took charge of the bags. As the railway

system extended, so the Travelling Post Offices grew. The London and Preston Travelling

Post Office was followed in May, 1845, by the Rugby and Newcastle-on-Tyne ; the

mails were conveyed by the London and 'Birmingham Railway as far as Rugby, by the

Midland Railway to Derby, by the North Midland Railway and the York and North

Midland Railway to York, and thence by the York, Newcastle, and Berwick Railway to

Newcastle. The distance by this route was 306 miles, and the journey occupied about

twelve hours. These were followed by Travelling Post Offices between Bristol and

Exeter (May, 1847), and between Gloucester and Tamworth (July, 1850). Tamworth
then became the point at which all mails arriving from the West of England, Wales,

Ireland, and Scotland, for distribution to Yorkshire, Newcastle, and the North and

Norlh-Eastern districts of England, concentrated. The Travelling Post Office, which

hitherto ran from Rugby, now commenced its journey from Tamworth.

The principle upon which the mail service on the railways had been framed was to

concentrate or mass the correspondence, as far as practicable, on the trunk lines or

" arteries " which were considered to afford the public generally the largest amount of

postal convenience. One result of this arrangement was that circuitous routes had in

many instances to be adopted to certain districts to which more direct routes were open.

In the earlier work on "Postmarks" will be found two types of stamps which were in

use in the first Travelling Post Offices ; but these were evidently of a temporary nature,

for within a few years they had ceased to be used.

Rowland Hill, early in 1850, with the object 01 as far as possible abolishing Sunday
labour in the London Chief Office, obtained sanction to arrange the work so as to have

the greatest practicable amount of sorting done at night in TraveUing Post Offices, the

majority of which were run specially for the work. The. pursuit of this object led to

what Rowland Hill then, at least, considered a "singular device," viz. : "That the down
mail trains on Saturday night should take up letters from towns too near to London to

allow of their being sorted on the up journey, and convey them in the first instance in a

direction opposite to their final destination, but subsequently transferring them to the up
mail trains for conveyance to London.'' By this arrangement the required opportunity

for sorting the letters was obtained, without any loss of time whatever to the public, and
gave relief to the Sunday labour in the London Office. These particular mails were
known as " Sunday Sorting Tenders." The duty commenced in the down mail trains on
each Saturday night on the following lines of railway : North Western, Great Western,

South Western, South Eastern, and to Cambridge and Ipswich, two officers being

employed in each sorting tender. One set of officers worked outward nn Saturday night
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and returned on Sunday morning ; another set worked down on Sunday night and back

on Monday morning. In connection with these sorting tenders a special stamp was

brought into use to be impressed on missent or misdirected letters (Figs. 419-424), and

Cnw.S.T.) (GW.$:T3 [S.W.S.T]
Fig 410. North Western Sorting

Tender.

Fig. 420. Great Western Sorting

Tender.

Fig. 421. South Western Sorting

Tender.

[5.E.S.T) (C.S.T) (I. ST.)
Fig. 422. South Eastern Sorting Fig. 423. Cambridge Sorlin

Tender. Tender.

Fig. 424. Ipswich Sorting

Tender.

a few years later (1853) stamps were brought into use on the regular Travelling Post

Offices for a similar purpose (Figs. 425, 426).

L&E-R.P.a
Fig. '125. London' and Exeter Railway P.O.

North¥-R^
Fig. 426.

In 1859 it was decided that all letters dealt with in Travelling Post Offices should

be impressed with a distinguishing stamp, and a type of small stamps was then brought

into use (Figs. 427-432), and all letters sent from the London Office to the Travelling

Figs. 42? and 428. North Western Railway.

M—Morning ; E—Evening.

Fig. 429. South Eastern

Railway.

Fig. 430. Lancaster and

Carlisle Railway.

CR
Fig. 431, Caledonian Railway.

©
Fig. 432. Used on Letters sent by the Caledonian

Railway T.P.O. " forward " bag.

Post Offices which could not be included in the regular bags were impressed with

distinguishing marks to denote that they were dealt with in the Travelling Office

(Figs. 433-437). These marks were placed on the letters in the Inland Letter Office.

Fig. 433.

London and Exeter R.P.O.

Fig. 434.

North Western Railway P.O.

Fig. 435.

Cork Railway P.O. , forward.
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Fig. 436.

Portsmouth Sorting Carriage.

Fig. 437.

London and South Western Railway P.O.

In connection with an important acceleration of mails between London and Paris, a

day mail sorting-carriage was established on the 30th April, i860, to work between

London and Dover. This Travelling Post Office, which was known as the " French

Day Mail," was supplied with the first date-stamp (Fig. 438). Gradually the Travelling

Fig. 43S.

Post Office system became extended over nearly every line of railway in the kingdom,
and regular date-stamps were supplied to all.

In the case of some of the local sorting tenders the stamps in use did not bear

letters to denote whether they were " T. P.O." or " S.T." stamps, as, for instance, that

shown in Fig. 439.

Fig. 439.

Appended is a list of the various Travelling Post Offices which have been estabhshed

from time to time, with some types of postmarks used (Figs. 440-449).

Fig. 410.

-viS,

^JY 9 5

Fig. 443.

%.

Fig. 441.

^
5oc \2'o

\> 70 ^^

Fig. 442.

Fig. 444.
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Fig. 445.

^^^'^^o^MI feM"T59<\
F̂ig. 446.

Fig. 447. Fig. 44S. Fig. 449.

Used on Letters posted in Box before departure

of train.

London and Crewe S.C.

London and Holyhead T.P.O., day.

London and Holyhead T.P.O., night.

North Western T.P.O., midday.

Crewe and Liverpool S.C.

Birmingham and Crewe T.P.O.

Manchester and Crewe S.C.

Shrewsbury and Hereford S.C.

Shrewsbury and Tamworth T.P.O.

Shrewsbury and Tamworth S.C.

Shrewsbury and Normanton T.P.O.

Bangor and Crewe T.P.O. [up.

North Western Special Mail, down and

North Western, limited up. [day.

North Western and Caledonian T.P.O.,

Liverpool and London T.P.O.

North Western T.P.O., lo p.m.

Edinburgh and Carstairs S.T.

Normanton and Staleybridge S.C.

Great Northern S.T.

London and Doncaster S.T.

Great Northern T.P.O., midday.

Hull S.T. ^

York and Newcastle T.P.O.

North Eastern Day Mail.

London and Queenboro' S.T.

Bristol and Newton Abbot T.P.O.

Plymouth and Bristol T.P.O.

Great Western T.P.O.

South Wales S.C. and S.T.

Carmarthen and Llandyssil S.T.

Truro and Falmouth S.T.

Bristol and Exeter T.P.O.

London and Bristol S.C.

Bristol and Penzance T.P.O.

Cornwall R.S.T.

London and Exeter T.P.O.

Lincoln S.T.

Midland T.P.O.

Derby and St. Pancras S.T.

Portsmouth S.C.

South Western T.P.O., day and night.

South Eastern T.P.O.

London and Dover S.C. (Continental).

Norwich S.T.

Peterboro' and Ely S.T.

Ipswich S.T.

London, Brighton, and Hastings S.C.

London and Hastings S.C.

Shrewsbury and Aberystwyth S.C.

Whitehaven and Carnforth S.T,

Edinburgh and Newcastle S.T.

Fife S.T.

Carlisle and Ayr S.T.

Galloway S.T.

Highland S.T.

North and Scotland S.T.

Edinburgh and Carlisle S.C.

Belfast and Northern Counties S.T.

Dublin and Belfast T.P.O.

Dublin and Cork T.P.O.

Great Southern and Western T.P.O.

Portadown and Derry S.T.

Ulster T.P.O.

Midland G.W., T.P.O.

Dublin and Wexford T.P.O.
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In the earlier days of the Travelling Post Office important auxiliaries to this service

were the Sorting or Forward Offices established at certain of the principal railway-

centres, such as Bletchley, Chester, Crewe, Derby, Ely, Gloucester, Normanton, and
Swindon. Some of these offices, such as those at Crewe, Gloucester, and Swindon, had

particular stamps and obliteration marks ; as, for instance. Fig. 450, the obliteration mark

Fig. 450.

being "O 47 ''
; while others, such as Chester, used marks similar to Fig. 451. At these

RAILWAY-STATION
Fig. 451.

offices the work, never otherwise than heavy, was at times subject to remarkable fluctua-

tions. Take Derby, for instance ; in consequence of this town being as nearly as

possible in the centre of England, it frequently happened that mail-bags which were

thrown out of course, in consequence of accidents or the non-arrival of trains at the

proper time at the different points of junction, reached the Derby Station Office for

disposal ; this entailed heavy additional pressure on the force, and necessitated the

making up of many special bags so as to prevent further delay to the " out-of-course "

correspondence.



CHAPTER XII.

COUNTRY POST OFFICES—ENGLAND AND WALES.

In the country districts there were three classes of Post Offices : Head Offices, the

official term given to those in independent post towns ; Sub-Offices, being those under

the control of Head Offices ; and Receiving Offices, where letters for the post were only

received, there being no delivery from such offices, which also were under the authority

of the Head Postmaster. All letters arriving at or posted in a post town were to be

stamped with the date-stamp of that town. Letters posted at the Sub-Offices or

Receiving Houses under the post towns, and letters intended for delivery from those

Sub-Offices, were also to be impressed with the stamp of the Head Office. Letters

known as "forward letters," i.e. those merely passing through a post town, were not

required to be stamped. The types of stamps in use in the country Head Post Offices,

throughout England and Wales, continued for several years to be much the same as those

in use before the introduction of the Uniform Penny Postage scheme (Figs. 452-458).

Fig. 459 is a unicjue type of these stamps having dots instead of lines.

C/ jviR li ^ o AtF22) ^ t:: 0O27 o
^1841^ xv'l^yy \^^^^J^^C^ x::^::^ -^^'^^

Fig. 452. Fig. 453. Fig. 454.

2 AU15 2 ? 1842 ?

V. ^ V— >
Fig. 455. Fig. 456.

-Jjesez r> n: •.•••1858':

Fig. 467. Fig. 458. Fig. 469.
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By the loss of the extra penny, hitherto charged on Penny Post letters over and

above the charge for transmission by the general post, the introduction of Uniform Penny

Postage had naturally a serious effect upon the revenue of the rural posts, as this charge

at once ceased. It was soon evident that penny postage could not be extended to every

place in the kingdom without entailing enormous loss to the revenue. Different plans

by which the difficulty might be surmounted were suggested, but no decision was arrived

at until June, 1843, when it was laid down that the principle on which rural posts would

be established should be based upon the number of letters for each locality, and that

" all places, the letters for which exceed one hundred a week, should be deemed entitled

to the privilege of a Receiving Office and a free delivery of their letters." "Delivery"

meant a daily delivery. The number of new posts set up between the 5th June, 1843,

and the 5th January, 1845, was 621, serving no less than 1942 villages ; and during the

same period the liability of seventy-one posts, lyhich had been established under

guarantee, was taken over by the Post Office. These 692 posts were estimated to

deliver nearly eight million letters a year. By these alterations all " Penny " and
" Fifth-clause " posts ceased, and the old postmarks gradually but slowly disappeared,

for I have found two such stamps in use as late as 1857 (Figs. 460, 461), both belonging

Kno\vUSomerset JBt<^ ^^
Pe n TiyPost Pe/nmA^Post

Fig. 460. Fig. 461.

to offices under Bristol. Most of the Sub-Office stamps were undated, and they were

generally of one type (see Figs. 462, 463) ; but there were exceptions, in which the

>.^^^^<?^

Fig. 462. Used in Sub Post Towns. Fig. 463.

straight type of mark was in use (Fig. 464), while the marks in use in the Receiving

Houses are shown in Figs. 465, 466.

SALFORD MAGDALEJJtST

INCHE5TER NO RWI CH
,

^yiDE'ROAD
Fig. 464. Fig. 465. Fig. 466. Preston.

The rates of postage to which letters were liable was, according to instructions, to

be marked on letters in plain figures, so as to interfere as little as possible with the

address. " Paid letters must be marked with red ink, and unpaid letters with black ink.

Great care must be taken to use proper red and black ink, to prevent any doubt as to
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letters being paid or unpaid." Some of the stamps used for the purpose bore the name
of the office, as in Figs. 467-470.

Fig. 487. Fig. 468. Fig. 460. Fig. 470.

Perhaps the most remarkable stamp of this class which has come under my notice

is that shown in Fig. 471, the postmaster's name being cut in very small letters on the

face of the figure " 1," as shown in the enlarged copy (Fig. 47i«). This stamp was used
at Otley, Yorks, but the majority of the offices used plain figures (Figs. 472, 473), or,

as in many instances, the amount is to be found written on the face of the letter in ink.

Fig. 471. Fig. 471a.

2
Fig. 47

oL

Fig. 47

If payment made in advance was insufficient, double the deficiency was charged.

An inland letter, for instance, weighing more than half an ounce and not exceeding one

ounce, if bearing a penny stamp only was marked as in Fig. 474, and impressed with a

figure denoting the amount of postage due, and in some of the larger offices the letters

were marked as shown in Fig. 475.

MOR^TOPAV
OVER OZ

Fig. 474. Fig. 475.

General instructions were issued to Postmasters in August, 1849 :

—

" That all letters prepaid with postage-labels are, in addition to the obliteration

mark, to be impressed with the date-stamp on the back, and letters either paid in money
or unpaid are to be stamped in front." Another order ran :

" That particular care is to
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be given to the examination of letters to see that the postage-labels are properly oblite-

rated, and where this important part of the duty is neglected a special report is to be

made against the office in fault, as it is feared that the revenue has suffered from the

negligent manner in which the stamping duties are performed." "The impression of each

stamp," they were told, " should be not only legible but perfect in every particular."

These instructions appear to have had but small effect, as little or no improvement

is noticeable.

In June, 1850, the principle upon which rural posts were to be established was

reconsidered, on the ground that the rule laid down in 1843 had been found to be in

practice "unequal and imperfect in its operation, sometimes estabUshing a post to the

injury of the revenue, and sometimes withholding one where its establishment would be

beneficial to the revenue, and further recognizing no intermediate course between the

establishment of a daily post and the withholding of a post altogether.'' The decision

then arrived at—that a post should be established when it would pay its way—has been a

lasting one. A post was held to pay its way whenever its cost was covered by a half-

penny on each letter delivered, and subject to this principle a post might be tri-weekly,

bi-weekly, weekly, or daily. Various efforts were now being made to effect improve-

ments in the types of stamps in use in the country offices, so that any such stamps as

those shown in Figs. 476, 477 may be considered as more or less experimental.

F!g. 47B.

The introduction into the country districts of pillar and road boxes, the first of

which, besides that in Jersey, was erected at Cheltenham in March, 1854, was found to

afford much public convenience ; and by means of railways, steamboats, coaches, mail-

carts, and mounted and foot messengers, important mail accelerations were being carried

out all over the country; so that, in 1854, letters and other postal packets were dis-

patched and received daily in almost every part, and nearly all important towns received

a communication twice a day or oftener.

The trial of the double date and obliterating handstamp in the London Chief

Office having proved satisfactory, it was decided in October, 1853, to bring the combined
stamp into use in the country offices. It is noticeable that, whereas in the Chief Office

the type of new stamp varied but little, yet in the country offices the types were various

(Figs. 478-490).

•^^t?
MY I

I 8 57
D

«383j) 11285))

Fig. 478. Fij. 479.
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S>^'^<

((7 6 1)1 ((5 3) ) ( 16 58) ) (l730i)

Fig, 481. Fig. -IS-J, Fig. 4S3. Fig. 434.

^ U'A 18
1 859 ((595))
B

Fig. 483.

JA
53

y1(T5))

Fig. 486.

^^ a 9 y((905))
(^

t^r^PT-pN, ^^

§ JY22 ((570 ))

Fig. 4SV Fig. 4SS.

-/as]((864))

Fig. 489. Fig. 490.
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In some offices, such as that at Manchester, there were several types in use

(Figs. 491-493)-

/3P
'fe

J^JGHCST^

5((498)) fl45P59((49g)
59^:==

Fir. 493.Fig. 491. Fig. 492.

The use of perforating or puncturing obliterator and date-stamps, which were in

general use in France, had been frequently suggested and tested experimentally. One of

the principal objections to the use of this particular class of stamp was their expense,

which, owing to the points speedily being worn out, necessitated constant attention and

the use of a file to keep them in proper condition. It was also objected to because it

was considered that the steel points would injure the letters themselves. Three types of

these stamps are given in Figs. 494-496, the first being an obliterator in use at Sahsbury,

.::?MR24b
..•( \8se r

Fig. 494. Fig. 495. Fig. 496.

the four centre dots being the perforator. In the double stamp the perforating dots are

round the obliterator. The Liverpool date-stamp speaks for itself. All such postmarks

as these are unique, having been in use for short periods only, and in most cases the

particular stamps were also tried in the London Chief Office.

As regards the abbreviation of the names of post towns, of which complaint has

sometimes been made, I think it must certainly be admitted that there are at any rate

many towns and villages possessing such lengthy names as to make it absolutely neces-

sary to curtail them in a postmark. Take, for instance, Fig. 497 ; this shows an

Fig. 497.

abbreviated form of the name which will sometimes be found even more curtailed, as

" LlanfairpwU " and " Llanfair P.G."_ The following is a copy of a telegram which many
years ago was sent to this village from Chepstow :

" Going to Llanfairpwllggwllgoger-

hwUclydiligogogoch, shall be home by 4.30." The Postmaster, when asked if this was
the correct name of the place, sent the following answer :

" It is an attempt at the name,

but is evidently not written by a Welshman ; the spelling is incorrect and, but for the

joke of the thing, the ordinary abbreviation, ' LlanfairpwU,' would have been better."

The full name correctly written I give below :

—

" Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerchwyrnydrobwll-llandisilliogogogoch,"

which undoubtedly is sufficiently long to form a unique postmark.

i5
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Figs. 498-501 are a few types of "Missent" stamps which will be found impressed

on letters in inks of various colours. The instruction to Postmasters on this subject wns

Bath
Fig. 498.

to
SREFPI£LD|

Fig. 499 Fig. 500. Red.

MJSSENT TO
PRESTOIV

Fig. 501. Green.

that " when letters or newspapers were missent to any office the words ' missent to

'

must be written in red ink on the front of each, and the date-stamp of the town affixed

immediately after." If missent by the London Office the " missorts " were to be returned

enclosed in a printed missent cover, accompanied by a form stating the amount of

postage, if any, which had been charged upon the Postmaster for such letters, so that the

sum might be allowed him ; if they were cross-post letters, a form claiming the allowance

of the charge was to be made against the corresponding office. When letters or news-

papers, whether addressed to a town or to places in its vicinity, could not be delivered,

a list of directions was exhibited in the windows of the Post Office during the period

that they remained in the Postmaster's possession. When they had remained in the

office the stated period, and every effort to deliver them had failed, the letters were to be

inscribed, in red ink, on the front of each with the true reason for its non-delivery and

stamped with the office date-stamp.

At the end of 1856 it was decided to abandon the old types of stamp (Fig. 502),

and to adopt smaller and neater stamps made of hardened steel (Figs. 503-508).

Fig. 507. Fig. 508.
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Mr. Berri, who supplied the stamps, suggested, with a view to uniformity, that where

the name of a town consisted of from three to seven letters it might be cut in the type

of Fig. 509, from seven to twelve letters as in Fig. 510, and all over twelve letters as in

Fig. 5 1 1. This suggestion appears to have been acted upon to a certain extent, for on

Fig. 609. Fig. 510. Fig. 611.

the 2 1 St September, 1858, Mr. Pearson Hill, writing to the Secretary of the Scotch Post

Office, says : "For some time past we have been decreasing the size of the. date-stamp

and increasing that of the obliterator. Where the number of letters in a name does not

exceed twelve the stamp is made the size of sixpence (or f-inch diameter), and where

more letters are required the size is increased to |th-inch diameter."

A smaller type of mark than Fig. 509 is, however, to be found in use in some offices

(see Fig. 512). There is also a broken circular type (Figs. 513, 514), and a mark
adapted from a type of French postmark (Figs. 515, 516) ; and also a somewhat rare

oval type (Fig. 517).

SP23\ bP23

I

Fig. 512. Fig. 513. Fig. 614.

MR 9
S8

Fig. 616. Fig. 616. Fig. 617.

When the new types of stamps were introduced the index letters, instead of

indicating the stamper as they had hitherto done, were now used to indicate the hour.

The instructions on the subject were as follows :
" The figures of the date-stamp must

be carefully adjusted at the beginning of each day, and as soon as this is done a clear

impression must be made in a book to be kept as a record. When a date-stamp is fitted

with an index letter (A, B, and C), this letter must be changed punctually at the

appointed hours. As the object of the date-stamp is to indicate the day, so the object of

the index letter is to indicate the hour at which a letter is received or dispatched."

The types of stamps in use at Sub and Receiving Offices are shown in Figs. 5 1 8, 5 1 9,

but the straight type was still to be found in use in some minor offices.

Fi£. 618.

m
CO Cto

Fig. 519.
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In 1857 it was decided to put both types out of use, and to introduce a neat type of

circular stamp, which was to be substituted for the old type as new stamps were
required (Figs. 520-522).

(bOUChTOn] (sTANBROOt^ |^^RO\J-

Fig. 520. Fig. 521. Fig. 522.

In 1859 an important change was made, when it was decided that certain offices ot

a small class, where undated stamps were in use, should not be supplied with obliteration

stamps or double stamps, and where such had been supplied they were to be withdrawn.

In May, i860, the practice of stamping letters at town Receiving Offices, and all

other offices not money-order offices, was abolished as unnecessary. The reason given

for this decision was that a large number of letters posted in pillar and road boxes

already bore no stamp, and no difficulty arose from such an arrangement.

Figs. 523-528 are types of marks to be found in use at various offices. There are

many types of the ' Too Late " stamps.

M^s directed
Bath

STAMP- NOT
VISIBLE

Fig. 525.

Fig. 526.

S?^S&Uk.
Fig. 527. Fig. 52S.

A wheel hand obhterating stamp, known as the " Rotary," was in use at Manchester

(Fig. 529), and also a neat " Paid" stamp (Fig. 530).

98))(f498IK(498)) (l4 98r
Fig. 629. Fig. 530.

The " Pearson Hill " machine stamps were introduced into the country post offices

early in the sixties. These stamps, although differing in the types of date-marks, will be

readily recognized by the types of the obliterating mark (see Figs. 531-535)-
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1(498)1 11498))

Fig. 631. Fig. 532.

1172^))

Fig. 633. Fig. 534.

Fig. 636.

The explanation of the postmark shown in Fig. 536 is that Eastbourne, Southbourne,

and Sea Houses were generally known as " Eastbourne," the Head Post Office being

located there until 1857 ; but as Sea Houses had by that date become the much more
important locality, it was decided to remove the Head Post Office to that district. The
name "Eastbourne" was still retained for it, and the office in Eastbourne proper then

became a Sub-Office.

o

Fig. 536.

By substituting pillar and road letter-

Post Offices was considerably diminished

shown by a record kept to 1863, in which

years nearly 10,000 places had been for

of letters.

An important part of the scheme of

district should be considered as a separate

dispatched on this principle. With respect

boxes in the year 1862 the number of small

; but a great increase in correspondence is

year it is stated that during the previous ten

the first time provided with a free delivery

dividing London into districts was that each

town, and that letters should be assorted and
to the smaller country offices, it was arranged
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that their London correspondence should be sorted into districts on the railway, so that

all country letters would be delivered straight away upon their arrival in London.

Owing to the marked success which had attended the establishment of the postal

district system in London, it was decided to extend the system to some of the largest

provincial towns, Liverpool being chosen for the experiment. It was divided into four

districts, which were respectively entitled the Western, Eastern, Northern, and Southern.

The Western was the principal or Chief Office. The Eastern and Southern offices were

respectively opened on the ist July and the ist August, 1864, and the Northern Office

on the 1 2th March, 1865, from which date the district system came into full operation.

Prior to the introduction of this system Liverpool was divided into a town and a subur-

ban district ; in the former there were four collections and four deliveries of letters daily,

whilst in the latter there were two collections and two deliveries daily. Under the

district system the four districts were divided into town and suburban portions ; in each

of the former there were seven collections and six deliveries daily, and in the suburban

districts three collections and deliveries daily. Concurrently with these changes a very

large addition was made to the number of receptacles for letters, their number being

nearly trebled, so that no house in Liverpool was actually more than two hundred yards

from a I'eceptacle of some description. Considerable improvement was also effected in

the course of the posts between Liverpool and Birkenhead, which, for postal purposes,

has always been regarded more or less as a district of Liverpool. These various im-

provements not only led to a great increase in local letters and in general corre-

spondence, but also to the introduction of a new class of stamps at the District Offices

(Figs. 537-549)-

Fig. 518. Fig. 539.

N'

(1466)1

Fig. 641.

Fig. 644

II466II

Fig. 542.

11466 II

Fig, 545,

Fig. 543.

^ST
Fig. 546.
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Fig. 547. Fig. 648.

11466))

Fig. 549.

Liverpool being the most important office outside the Chiel Offices of London,

Dubhn, and Edinburgh, and being also for many years the most important Packet Office

in the United Kingdom, it is not surprising to find a very miscellaneous collection of

stamps in use at this office. The following are marks which will be found peculiar to the

Liverpool office (Figs. 550-555).

Fig. 560. Fig. 551.

^ o

[\

Fig. 563. Paid Letter OfEcs. Fig. 654. FiT. 555.

Figs. 550-553 were used generally on local correspondence.

The regulations existing from i860 to 1870, respecting the stamping of letters, were

that the following descriptions of letters and packets posted at head or subordinate offices

should be stamped on the front or address side : Foreign letters prepaid in money

;

unpaid letters, both inland and foreign ; re-directed letters, if taxed with postage
;

registered letters ; missent letters ; book or pattern packets charged with postage.

All letters and packets prepaid with postage stamps were stamped on the back, the

obliteration mark being used to deface the labels, except in those offices where double

stamps were in use, when of course the impression had to be placed on the stamps on
the address side.

All letters and packets reaching an office, whether for the town or for the country

district, were stamped on the back with the Head Office stamp.



CHAPTER XIII.

HOME PACKET SERVICE.

The introduction of cheap postage and the consequent great increase ol correspondence,

taken in conjunction with the rapid improvements in steam navigation, wrought an
immense change in the condition of the various small islands round the British coast.

Before this period there was very little intercourse between the islanders and the rest of

the world, and before steam vessels were employed to trade with the islands sailing

vessels were delayed by contrary winds, which sometimes baffled them for months at a

stretch. But to employ steam vessels to convey the mails between the mainland and the

islands was a costly undertaking. The very material reduction of the Post Office

revenue, which followed the adoption of the general Penny Postage rate, had compelled

the Post Office authorities to consider whether the amount likely to be derived from

postage would cover the expense of the conveyance of a mail, or whether, as in the case

of guaranteed posts, the inhabitants of the islands should contribute to the expense of

the service. It was found that in nearly every instance the establishment of a regular

mail packet could not be maintained except at a heavy charge to the revenue, and
accordingly it was generally refused except to the larger islands.

The most important of these services in home waters was that between Great

Britain and Ireland, which has always been looked upon as more of a national object

than merely the means of postal communication. Govei'nment packets for the convey-

ance of mails and passengers to Ireland had been in existence at Holyhead from time

immemorial, and similar packets were at later periods established at other stations, so

that in 1846 there were no less than four distinct services performed by a fleet of twenty

steam vessels plying between Milford Haven and Waterford, Liverpool and Kingstown,

Donaghadee and Port Patrick, and Holyhead and Kingstown. By the opening of the

Chester and Holyhead Railway in May, 1848, Holyhead became the only point of

embarkation for mails ; and by 1850 not only had the three first-named mail packets

been removed from their stations, but tenders were invited for the performance of the

service between Holyhead and Kingstown. The contract was secured by the City of

Dublin Steam Packet Company, who agreed to perform the service for;£25,ooo a year.

The service, however, was far from satisfactory, and negotiations were opened with a

view to an entirely new scheme, with the result that in the year 1859 an arrangement

was made between the Government, the London and North Western, and tlie Chester

and Holyhead Railway Companies, and the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, by

which a much improved mail service was to be maintained between London and Dublin;

this came into operation on the ist October, i860. According to the agreement the City

of Dublin Company were to build four paddle-wheel steamers, and the eighth clause of

the contract specified that these vessels should be specially constructed so as to give

sufficient accommodation for the sorting of mails.OT voyage. These packets have been

known from the beginning of the service as the " Holyhead and Kingstown Packet."

Figs. 556, 557 are types of stamps used on board.

87
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For comfort, speed, and security there were few vessels afloat in home waters to

compare with those employed on this new day and night service.

Oc

Fig. 556.

1 vJA 28 1

Fig. 567.

To carry on the Channel Islands mail service three Government steam packets

plied twice weekly between Weymouth and the islands of Jersey and Guernsey ; this

was increased in 1857 to three times a week. There was also communication by private

vessels three times weekly between Southampton and the islands, and by a postal

convention concluded with France in 1843 direct and frequent communication by private

vessels became general between the islands and the neighbouring French ports of

St. Malo, Granville, and Cherbourg. Alderney and Sark were served from Guernsey ;

to Sark letters were conveyed by boatmen, who were paid a gratuity of one halfpenny

on each letter, while Alderney was served by a sailing boat, which carried a regular mail.

One of these vessels, the Experiment, left Guernsey on Saturday afternoon the i6th

March, 1850, for the island of Alderney, carrying mails and passengers. Shortly after

the vessel sailed the wind freshened strongly ahead, and by ten p.m. had increased to a

gale, which forced the master to put about and to make for port ; but in spite of his

endeavours to reach the roadstead the vessel struck on a rock about two miles from

shore and sank immediately, the master and eight passengers being drowned. The
mails, which were washed ashore, were found among the rocks, and after being dried and
carefully patched they were forwarded by another vessel. In July, 1857, it was arranged

to divide Jersey into twelve districts, on a somewhat similar plan to that adopted in

London ; they were as follows : Grouville, St. Brelade's, St. Helier's, St. John's,

St. Lawrence, St. Martin's, St. Mary's, St. Owen's, St. Peter's, St. Saviour's, and Trinity,

so that letters were sufficiently addressed if they bore after the name of the addressee

(say) "Grouville District, Jersey." On the ist January, 1870, the Channel Islands

obtained a daily communication during the winter as well as the summer ; the total cost

for the whole service was ;£6ooo. The time occupied on a voyage to or from Guernsey
was nine hours ; to or from Jersey twelve hours. Figs. 558-560 are types of marks in use.

' 857 U JE'RSEY
SHIPLEITER

Fig. 668. Fig. 569. Fig, 560. Used on Letters forwarded by private

ships on non-mail days.

The steam service to the Isle of Man commenced in 1831, when a contract was
made with the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, which agreed to convey the mails
between Liverpool and Douglas each way, three times a week in summer and twice a
week in winter, for the sum of ^^850 per annum ; but during the summer the company's
vessels ran more frequently than required by their contract, and carried mails on every
voyage. In i860 steam vessels began plying between Liverpool and Ramsey during the
summer season, and the opportunity was taken of forwarding mails by these vessels, the
company being paid .£100 a year for their conveyance. Douglas was the head office of
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the insular mail service ; the postmark in some cases bore the name of the town, as in

Fig. 561, and sometimes the name of the island, as in Fig. 562.

c-OA
0^ B ^
CO >-DEI I 2

56

Fig. 562.

Figs. 563-568 are types of the marks in use at the Sub-Post Offices which had been
estabhshed in the island since 1832.

Fig 563. Fig. 564. Fig. 565.

s >

Fig. 506. Fig. 567. Fig. 66S.

The weekly mail service between Penzance and the Scilly Islands, which had
existed for forty years, was terminated by the contractor on the ist January, 1842. The
allowance made by the Post Office for this mail service was £^0 per annum, while the

contractor demanded ;^ioo, a sum amounting to considerably more than the whole

revenue then derived from the correspondence of the islands. For nearly twelve months

the Post Office gave no regular service, dispatching the mails to and fro by any chance

vessel ; but eventually the lessee of the islands agreed to pay ^25, and the Post Office

^75, and the regular service was resumed. In 1850 the average number of letters

forwarded to the islands weekly was between five and six hundred. The mail service

was increased in 1859 to three times a week, a payment of .2^300 being made for the

improved service. Fig. 569 shows the type of mark used at the only Post Office in

the islands (St. Mary's).

Cli^

Fig. 569.
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Application had at various times been made for postal accommodation in the island

of Arran, off the coast of Galway, but the limited amount of correspondence prevented

the Post Office from incurring the expense attending the establishment of a regular boat

service between the mainland and the island. In 1858 an arrangement was made with

the owners of the principal boats plying between Galway and Arran, by which a gratuity

of one halfpenny was paid to them for each letter conveyed in the mail, and an ofifice

was established on the island for the first time. Fig. 570 shows the type of postmark

then introduced.

Ir

^^' /

Fig. 610.

Achill or Eagle Island, on the west coast of Ireland, is separated from the mainland

by a narrow channel. The island is about thirty miles in circumference, and in 1841 had

a purely Irish-speaking population of 5277. It is very mountainous, and eagles breed

in its inaccessible fastnesses. A post, which it was claimed would check smugghng and

illicit distillation, was established in the year 1843 between Newport, Co. Mayo, on the

mainland, and Dugort, the principal town in the island, distant twenty-eight miles. The

mails were conveyed by car to the sound, from thence by boat to Achill, and then by car

to Dugort. This was a three-day post, until July, 1872, when it was increased to six

days a week. Figs. 571, 572 are types of the postmarks.

ACH/LL^OUND 9my2o
-^

jQ5 9j

Fig. 672.

On the i6th July, 1849, two new services were established with Belfast, one between

Belfast and Greenock, and the other between Belfast and Fleetwood. The former

service, which was established on account of the abolition of the Port Patrick and

Donaghadee packets, was performed free of expense, but for the latter the owners were

paid a gratuity of 2s. 6d. per 100 letters. Loose letters posted on board the steamers

were impressed with marks such as Figs. 573, 574.

Fig. 573. Fig. 6V4.

In the case of almost all the islands, including the Channel Islands and the Isle of

Man, the expenditure on the mail service largely exceeded the revenue. This expendi-

ture reached its highest point in the case of the islands lying off the north and west
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coasts of Scotland. From a careful enumeration of the islands, made in 1871, it was then

ascertained that they were 787 in number, and of these 187 were inhabited by one or

more persons. No island was included in the enumeration unless it were of sufficient

extent to afford pasturage for one or more sheep ; some of the uninhabited islands were

of considerable size, affording pasturage for from 300 to 400 sheep, while others were so

small as only to admit of one sheep being left there at a time, which was removed when
fattened and its place supplied by a leaner member of the flock. The population of the

islands of Scotland was on the increase until about 1841, by which time they had so far

outgrown their means of subsistence that destitution, famine, and its dire and sure

follower, disease, were beginning to press heavily on the people. Sir John M'Neill, in a

report published in 185 1, "On the state of the Highlands and the Islands of Scotland,"

made it apparent that the population had "outgrown their means of subsistence," and
that "if henceforward the population is to depend on local resources some fearful calamity

will probably occur before many years, unless a portion of the inhabitants remove to

where they can find the means of subsistence in greater abundance and with greater

certainty than they can find them where they now are." Under such miserable conditions

it will be evident that it was impossible to carry on postal communication with even the

larger islands otherwise than at a loss to the revenue. For instance, in 1842 a sum of

£1^0 per annum was paid for the conveyance of the mails to Stornaway, in the island of

Lewis, although the letters for the whole island only averaged about one hundred a week,

and the revenue amounted to about £(>o a year. For the conveyance of mails to

Shetland once a week in each direction, by steamer in summer and sailing vessel in

winter, ;£i674 15s. 4d. a year was paid, yet the whole revenue derived from correspond-

ence in 1859 only amounted to ^622 3s. 7d. ; while to Orkney, for some years, an

allowance of eight shillings was made for each trip across a channel not ten miles wide.

The cost of this service was ^538 i6s. od. a year; but the revenue derived from the

correspondence of the whole group of islands was only ^260. To the greater number
of the other islands off the coast of Scotland mail services were only granted when the

inhabitants agreed to contribute towards the cost of the service, or to send their own
messenger to the nearest Post Office in one of the other islands or on the mainland. These

messengers were exposed to serious dangers arising from their only road or highway

being across channels through which dangerous currents ran ; and also from the exposure

to the severity of the weather, more especially in winter, when many a poor fellow lost

his life in the execution of his duty. Take, for instance, the case of Donald McArthur,

the post messenger between Tobermory and Mornish. When he left the former town at

3.30 p.m. on the 9th of January, 1852, on his lonely ten miles journey, the clouds were

heavy and snow was falling. His load, which was strapped to his shoulders, was, on

account of the mail from Oban and the south being detained by the severity of the

weather, much heavier than he had usually to carry. Leaving the town, he trudged

along through the snow a foot or more deep, struggling on through snow drifting and

driving in blinding sheets, and although intimately acquainted with the district through

which his road lay, it is not surprising that the poor fellow should have lost his path

over that trackless waste, and there is but little doubt that with footsteps growing heavier

and heavier he tottered along, bewildered as to the proper direction, until at last he sank

wearily down. For several days the islanders, led by the Postmaster of Tobermory,

searched in vain for some trace of McArthur ; on the fifth day his body was found in a

sitting posture, leaning back on the mail bag which was still strapped to his shoulders.

From the date of Sir John M'Neill's report the population of the insular portions of

Scotland steadily diminished, the numbers being reduced in twenty years by about

10,000, thereby improving the condition of the remaining inhabitants, who were chiefly

dependent for their subsistence on the produce of the soil, supplemented by sea

fisheries. The mail services to the various islands were, by the aid of steam vessels,

gradually perfected, and more frequent postal communication was extended among the

islands generally.
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Orkney and Shetland Islands.

The exact position of these islands is a matter of doubt to many, the doubt being

chiefly caused by the custom of map-makers of not placing the Shetland and Orkney
Islands in maps of Great Britain in their proper position, but putting them in a little

square to themselves at one of the top corners of the map, which gives one a vague idea

that they are situated somewhere between Scotland and the North Pole. The islands

lie in two groups to the north of Scotland. The Orkneys, which are the more southerly

group, are separated from Caithness-shire by the Pentland Frith, about six miles in

breadth. There are about a dozen principal islands. The smaller islands and islets

number nearly seventy, of which about forty are uninhabited. The Shetland, or

Zetland, isles are the more northerly group, and are separated from the Orkneys by a

channel forty-eight miles across ; including islets they number something about one
hundred, of which thirty or forty are uninhabited. The principal island is, however, far

more extensive than all the others put together. There is a prevalent notion, quite

erroneous, that these islands are inhabited by Highlanders, speaking Gaelic, and are in

fact part of Scotland ; whereas nothing insults a Shetlander or Orcadian, as the

inhabitants of Orkney are called, more than to call him a Scotchman. The islanders,

both men and women, are a very fine race, showing in a marked degree their Norse
descent. The Norse language was generally spoken until the beginning of the eighteenth

century. As a language it has since then quite died out ; Norse words are, however,

still in use.

The Hebrides or Western Isles of Scotland.

These are a series of islands and islets lying along the west coast of Scotland, partly

and principally in the Atlantic Ocean, but partly also in the Frith of Clyde. The
Hebrides consist of about two hundred islands, great and small, and are divided into

the Inner and Outer Hebrides, the former embracing all those islands which he nearest

the mainland, including those in the Frith of Forth, and the latter consisting of a
continuous range of islands stretching from Barra Head to the Butt of Lewis. The
strait which divides the Outer Hebrides from the Inner and from the mainland of Scot-

land is called the Minch, and is, where narrowest, from fifteen to sixteen miles across.

The Outer Hebrides are commonly known as the Long Island; Lewis and Harris (which
are more extensive than all the rest put together), though considered as separate, form,

in fact, only one island.

The postmarks in use at the Post Offices in the several islands varied considerably

both in respect of the types and the different coloured inks employed. Take, for

instance, the Orkneys, which might well be described as a " colour study."

Orkneys.

|

R0U5AY
Fig. £»75. Lj'^/ti blue ink.

STRONS AY
Fig. 070. Red ink.

SANDAY WE STRAY
Fig. 577. Black ink. Fig. 678. Brown ink.

Fig. 079. Dark green mV. Fig. 680, Light green mV. Fig. 581. Dark llueXWu.
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Shetlands.

HILL5WICK

Fig. 582.

Fig. oS5.

OLLABERRY VO E

Fig. 583. Fig. 584.

TRISTA
Fig. 58G. This stamp was put out of use in i85o.
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THE WESTERN ISLES OF SCOTLAND.
Arran.

CORRIE 5.0

Fig. 587.

LOCHRAMZA SO
Fig. 689.

^A O
i>

X^

Fig. 591.

Fig. 593.

Bute.

SHISKINES

Fig. 588.

LAMLASH
Fig. 590.

Fig. 692.

Fig. 594.

POR.T BANNATYNE A5C0G-

Fig. 595. Fig. 596.
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Inner Hebrides.

COLL COLL LISMORE
Fig. 697.

Fig. 600.

lONA lONA
Fig. 598.

TYREETYREE
Fig. 599.

For the purpose of obliterating the postage labels,

where the name of the Sub-Office was a short

one it was repeated.

859

Fig. 601.

Southern Outer Hebrides.

BA R R A T )GH Y ARR Y

Fig. 602. Fig. 00.3.

CARMISH HOWMORE RTUNTON
Fig. 604. Fig. 605. Fig. 600.

IsLAY (the Queen of the Hebrides).

o^^o
Q?

9
n

"^^.ao"-
BALLEYORANT

BOWMORK\
SE 25

, 1855. /

Fig. 607 Fig. 60S. Fig. 609.

oocie^
4 855.

Fig. 610.
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Lewis and Harris.

BARVAS
Fig. 611.

MIAVAIC
Fig. 612.

GARRABOST

Fig. 613.

STORNOWAtl
OC 28
1658

^^ ^
/'

J858

Fig. 614. Fig. 615.

Mull.

AUCHNACRAIC BUNESSAN
Fig. 616. Fig.

MORNISH
Fig. 61S.

^ res 9 ^

Fig. 619. Fig. 620.

Oban.

KlLMELrc:)RO

Fig. 621.

K/L A///Vl/£/\

Fig. 622.
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Skye.

SCONSER STRUA]^



CHAPTER XIV.

SCOTLAND,

Scotland, which is extremely irregular in its surface, naturally divides itself into

Insular, Highland, and Lowland divisions. In a general way the Highlands may be

described as comprising the whole of the extensive rugged mountainous tracts, while the

Lowlands embrace what may be considered as comparatively flat country when compared
with the Highlands. From the mountainous character of the country it abounds in

inland lakes, while the numerous rivers are precipitous, rapid, interrupted with cataracts,

and subject to sudden overflowings. The outline of the Scottish coast is very irregular,

and broken up by promontories projecting far into the sea, deeply indenting the land,

so that, before the advent of railways, considerable difficulty was experienced in extend-

ing postal facihties in the rural districts.

The means resorted to by the inhabitants of such districts for obtaining and dis-

patching their letters were in many places economical and well arranged ; in others

expensive, cumbrous, and inefficient. In many cases messengers were employed to

carry letters to and from the nearest Post Office, frequently having to cover a distance

of ten or twenty miles through a sparsely populated country. These messengers were

remunerated either by subscription raised among the inhabitants, or by a fee which

ranged from as low as a halfpenny to as much as sixpence charged on each letter. In

some places the service was performed by paupers ; but in numerous instances nothing

like a systematic arrangement existed, and in such places the inhabitants merely

depended upon chance opportunities of calling at the Post Office, or sending whenever

they heard by accident that a letter to their address was exposed in the office window.

Such arrangements continued to exist in Scotland for many years after the introduction

of uniform penny postage. The types of postmarks in use in the country Post Offices

differed considerably from those in use in both England and Ireland. In many of the

offices the oblong type of date-stamp was retained in use for many years (see

Figs. 629-632).

ABEHDEEN
PAID

SE 9
1861 M i

Fig. 029. Oblong Paid Stamp. Fig. 630.

ITORTH
BERWICK
JY 14
1651 1

Fig. 631. Oblong Date-stamps. Fig. 632.
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The following are types of the various single date-stamps in use in the Scotch

provincial offices (Figs. 633-652).

1843

^'>y<^.

F!g. 633.

o-i^*^,

Fig. 634. Fig. 635. Fig. 636.

^^^^
O^O ^ SE30 r^

O O <^ H ,^ >
''^ g'^ VT* 1646 <

Fig. 63?. Fig. 638. Fig. 639. Fig. 640.

O 1848,^

A^ A <^
V K '^ \SC

659 ^ ' '

^^27'

Fig. 611.

fNO 4 ^

Fig. 6i5.

Fig. 642.

c
INVERN£SS>

AU I I

Fig. 646.

Fig. 643. Fig. 644.

a B
tn

JA 15

Fig. 647. Fig. 648.
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Fig. 650. Fig. 651. Fig. 652.
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In Scotland for many years the conveyance of mails was in a transitory state,
which was due to the mixed system of railway, mail coach, and other modes of convey-
ance, which in many parts of the country were continually being altered, necessitating
the establishment of new postal routes. These alterations frequently caused irregularity,

and in many cases serious delays in the arrival of mails ; for instance, mails from
Perth, Forfar, and Aberdeen, on their way to the counties of Ross, Sutherland, and
Caithness, were for a lengthened period detained at Inverness for sixteen or seventeen
hours. The explanation of this delay was that, under the old mail coach system, the
north and south mails used to meet the east and west at appointed hours to deliver
their several mails at regular stations. But under the mixed system of railway and
mail coach, the times not coinciding, such delays were unavoidable, until extensive

arrangements could be made to dovetail the system properly. To explain the extent
of such arrangements we will take the Highland post, which, starting from Glasgow,
travelled by way of Greenock and Kilmun, or Lochgoil, to Inverary, and from thence to

Oban, by way of Dalmally. This post for a considerable distance traversed a country
without population.

Steamboats plying from Greenock and the ports on the Clyde, and in Lochgoil,

Loch Long, etc., which could have conveyed the mails to convenient points, refused to

do so unless paid exorbitant terms.

Opposition vessels, however, started in 1848, which were successful in breaking
down the monopoly of traffic, and a few years later a regular mail service was arranged

by steamers from Greenock to Dunoon and Rothesay, each way twice daily six days a
week in winter, and three times daily six days a week in summer. Another steamer

carried the mails to Tarbert and Ardrishaig each way once daily throughout the year,

and another plied once daily between Greenock and Kilmun.

The Sutherlandshire posts were for many years maintained jointly at the cost of

the public and the Duke of Sutherland. The principal office in 1851 was Golspie, from

which the west and north letters were dispatched twice a week ; the return posts being

also twice a week. The course of these posts was to Lairg, where the post diverged

;

that to the west crossing or fording the Shin river and proceeding by Rosehall Assynt to

Lochinver, about sixty-six miles through a country but sparsely inhabited. The Scourie

post, diverging from Assynt, crossed the Kyle Ker ferry to Scourie, a distance of about

eleven miles. The Tongue post from Golspie proceeded direct to Lairg with the west

post, and from thence by Alnaharra to Tongue ; from the last place the mail was

conveyed by a foot messenger across the Tongue and Hilem ferries to Durness.

Between Tongue and Thurso there was a regular mail service three times a week. The

"

post to the south travelled from Lairg through Bonar Bridge to Tain. The innkeepers

on all these roads worked the cars conveying the mails, for which service the Post Office

paid them ^200 per annum, and they received in addition about the same amount, in

money and free stabling, from the Duke of Sutherland. In 1852 the Duke withdrew

his support, and the mail car arrangement was terminated by the innkeepers. The

whole of this wide district was then arranged to be served by foot posts. This plan was

considered most unsatisfactory, and the Duke of Sutherland again agreed to subsidize

the car arrangement by paying ;£ioo a year toward the cost of the posts. The cars

employed carried from four to five passengers.

It is among the Scotch rural Post Offices that the most varied types of postmarks

are to be found. These marks were impressed in nearly every kind of coloured ink.

The straight types are shown in Figs. 653-664.

RENFREW KINGEDVARD
Fig. '663. Marks in use at Sub-Post Towns. Fig- 664.
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KINC EDWARD

Fig. 656.

PORT
ELPHINSTOIME

Fig. 636.

C/?A THfE
Fig. 657.

KINGSBARml
LETHf^OT

Fig. 65S. Fig. 669.

'alryI

Fig. 660.

DALMALLY KEISS

Fig. 661. Fig. 662.

CHfTNA
Fig. 663.

A/£WTO/V<^ fERINTCSH

Fig. 664.

In 1859 it was decided, on account of their interfering with the address of the

letters, to withdraw the larger type of straight mark, as shown in Fig. 665 (Arisaig), and
introduce a smaller type of mark. Fig. 666 (Loth) is the smallest which has come
under my notice.

A R I S A I C LOTH

Fig. 665. Fig. 666.

The circular marks also differed considerably (see Figs. 667-672).

u

« m

Fig. S6r.

.VAr^_
^ 4-

Fig. Fig. till.



SCOTLAND. lol

<
r

if)

Or

ipf^Tx;>

X!»

o

Fig. 670. Fig. 671. Fig. 672.

^

In 1854 obliterating numbers were withdrawn from all the smaller offices which did

not possess date-stamps, and were only supplied to the larger Sub-Offices (see

Figs. 673, 674).

Chance iMi

OC 2 5
1&59

(856

Fig. 674.Fig. 673.

The types of postmarks' in use at the Receiving Houses were very similar to those

in use at the smaller Sub-Offices (see Figs. 675-681).

<^ JY 1

1840

Fig. 676.

PUEENPSTRETETJ JOCKS lod&e:

Fig. 676. Greenock, H.O. Fig. 077.

07

O GOLSPIE
REc^orncE

Fig. 67S. Fig. 679.

<p

^.H V^
r^

pULTtNEY TOWN

Fig. 680. Type in use in Perth. Fig.
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The double or combined date and obliterator stamps were brought into use in the

larger Scotch offices about the beginning of 1854. The types used are shown in

Figs. 682-685.

Fig. 682. Fig. 683.

^DE i72r-r-§

Fig. 634. Fig. 6S5.

Various single obliterators were also used, of which Figs. 686-689 are specimens.

%MM T59 ^1 =
Fig. 686. Fig. 6S7. Fig. 689.

The extensions and improvements of the railway system naturally led to increased

demands for acceleration of mails. To give anything like a detailed account of such

accelerations would be tedious and confusing ; the following brief illustration will give

some idea of an important acceleration which took place in 1859, and for the purpose of

contrast we will take the year 1854. In the latter year a letter dispatched from London
to Edinburgh or Glasgow by night mail of Monday would not have been dehvered until

about noon on Tuesday ; there would then have been an interval of only two hours

between the delivery of the letters and the dispatch of the next mail to London, and as

this interval would have been too short to admit of the reply being prepared, except in

very urgent or special cases, the reply would not in ordinary course have been dispatched

from Edinburgh or Glasgow until about 8 p.m. on Tuesday, and would not have been
dehvered in London until the afternoon of Wednesday. Following on the acceleration

of the Scotch Mails, a letter dispatched from London to Edinburgh or Glasgow by night

mail of Monday was delivered in Edinburgh or Glasgow early on Tuesday morning, and
the reply, if dispatched from Edinburgh or Glasgow by the night mail, that is, after close

of business on Tuesday, was delivered in London before the commencement of business

on Wednesday morning. But the effect of the acceleration on the correspondence for

places lying north of Edinburgh was still more remarkable. Take Aberdeen; in 1854
a reply to a letter could not possibly have been received much under ninety hours, yet in

1859 a reply was easily possible in sixty-five hours, and for all practical purposes saved

one whole working day.

In 1841 the practice of stamping letters at Receiving Houses in Edinburgh and
Glasgow was, as an experiment, discontinued, the letters being stamped at the Head or
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Chief Office only with a stamp shown in Fig. 690, and probably the small stamp
(Fig. 691) was used for similar purpose.

^ F ^^
SEP 15 .

Fig. 690.

K^
Fig. 691.

The experiment was not satisfactory, and the previous practice was reverted to in

Edinburgh in 1845, and in Glasgow in March, 1848. The plan of cancelling postage

stamps on letters posted at Receiving Houses in Edinburgh and Glasgow was brought

into use on October 26, 1854 ; obliterating stamps with numbers were not used, merely

the office stamp, as shown in Fig. 692.

charlotte:

place:
Fig. 692.

In April, 1858, these name-stamps were aboKshed, and the stamping of letters was
only continued at such offices as used date-stamps.

The Glasgow postmarks varied very considerably. The long, oblong stamp

(Figs. 693, 694) was impressed in i>/ac& ink. Fig. 695 is a type of mark peculiar to

Glasgow, with a seven-sided frame ; in some cases a star is to be found instead of the

letter " N " over Glasgow.

[GLASGOTV
?01«H1843
7 30-42^

GLASGOW
3 BE 1842
2 pn

Fig. 693. Fig. 69i. Fig. 695. Heptagonal Stamp.

This type is also to be found hexagonal and octagonal. They were generally

impressed in a rej, water-colour ink. Fig. 696 is a neat circular stamp made of brass,

usually impressed in a biownish ink. Fig. 697 is a similar type, only somewhat larger.

Fig. 696. Brass Stamp. Fig. 697 Brass Slai
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A smaller type of circular mark was brought into use in 1858. This particular type

varied in size (see Figs. 698-700).

Fig. 698.

, 2 H ,

JA \e

Fig. 699. Mark first used in i8 Fig. 700.

The combined or double date and obliterating stamp was introduced into the

Glasgow Office at the end of the year 1853. Types of these marks are shown in

Figs. 701-704.

159
Fig, 701.

GLASOOWX^

159
Fig. 702.

159
Fig. 703. Double Handslamp.

1 "^
fGLASfrOV

O 17 1159

Fig. 704.

A unique combined stamp was also in use for a short period (see Fig. 705), but

unless used with great care and exactness the date falling on the postage stamp became
illegible. This was particularly brought to notice in a certain case in which a young
woman murdered her lover. There were two letters which she addressed to her victim

;

both letters bore this particular postmark, and the impression on one was illegible. On
these letters, or rather on the time of their having been posted, depended evidence of

the utmost importance. This stamp was abolished. Glasgow, like Liverpool, had a

variety of stamps in use for different purposes : for registered letters, Fig. 706 ; for

letters containing coin, posted unregistered, Fig. 707 ; for paid letters, Fig. 708.

=159=
C3LASQ0W
6MRIg57
M N

Fig. 705. Fig. 706. Fig. 707. Fig. 708.
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For letters posted after the dispatch of the last night mail, Fig. 709; "Packet"
stamps, paid and unpaid. Figs. 710, 711. There was also a peculiar bat-shaped stamp
for insufficiently prepaid letters (Fig. 712).

£oCLASGOw:r>;

Q MR ^ ..159

Fig. 709.

fiLAScowpAeicn-

m 5
1868

Fig. no.

i^LASGoiv Packet-

Paid ^
MR 5 11591
/868

Fig. 711. Fig. 712.

The postmarks in use in the Edinburgh Chief Office were by no means so varied as

those in use at Glasgow, yet the types in use at both offices differed in nearly every
instance. In Edinburgh we find a very clear impression of a wooden stamp (Fig. 713).

A peculiar system was in vogue for some years at Edinburgh of using distinguishing

marks in the stamps instead of index letters or figures to denote the hours (see Fig. 714).

Fig. 713. Wooden Stamp. Fig. 714. Wooden Stamp.

Both these marks were impressed in a peculiar red, water-colour ink. The steel stamp
(Fig. 715) was introduced into the Edinburgh Office in 1855, and at the end of 1858 the

improved type was brought into use (Fig. 716) ; a larger type of this stamp was also in

use (see Fig. 717). A similar type was in use at Glasgow. With the introduction of "the

Fig. 715. Steel Stamp, Fig. 716. Steel Stamp. Steel Stamp.
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steel stamps a black composition ink was brought into use. Figs. 718-720 are types of

the combined handstamp, which show the peculiar marks indicating hours, the use of

which ceased in 1861, as shown in Fig. 721. Another rather rare type of combined date

and obliterating stamp is shown in Fig. 722. This type of mark was in use at a very few

towns.

Fig. 718. Fig. 719.

'EDINBURGf

131 131

Fig. 720.

/(J:i^\

Fig. 721. Stamp with Index Figure.

\ NO 10 / 1 C> i^

S 62

Fig. 722. Combined Stamp used in very few towns.

A distinct type of obliterator stamp (Fig. 723) was in use at Edinburgh. Combined
date and obliterating stamps, with stars on each side of the number, were also in use at

Edinburgh ; the stars were smaller than those in Fig. 723. Fig. 724 is a similar type to

that of a stamp in use at Glasgow. Fig. 725 was another type also employed.

*131* C/l

V-.2.

im
.0^

Fig. 726.Fig. 723. Fig. 7:24.

The "Paid" and "Official Paid" stamps are shown in Figs. 726-728. Late in the
year 1863 the Pearson;;,Hill " Parallel" hand machine stamp was brought into use at

Fig. 727.Fig. 72G.

Paid Stamp used in Edinburgh
Fig. 728.
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Edinburgh (see Fig. 729). This type of obliterating mark was used solely in the

Edinburgh Office ; other types of obliterating marks, somewhat similar in design, but

having a radiation of thick marks and stars, were also in use at a somewhat later date.

Fig. 730 shows another type of the " Parallel " machine stamp. These stamps were

131^

ii V
rEDINBURCH>

de; 2 131
.64.

Fig. 729. Fig. 730.

brought into use in the larger Scotch offices at the end of 1865 and the beginning of

1866 ; types of these are shown in Figs. 731-734. Fig. 735 was used for the obliteration

of postage stamps on newspapers.

/ABERO&ET

SP 26
&7^

1 UA-
Fig. 731. Fig. 732.

114'
Fig. 733. Fig. 734.

Fig. 735.



CHAPTER XV.

IRELAND.

The condition of the population of Ireland in 1840, as given in a report on the prospects

Of railway enterprise in Ireland, is sufficient to make any person wonder at the temerity

of the Government in applying to that country the Uniform Penny Post Act. " In the

north," says Mr. Drummond, the writer of the report, " the population is better clothed

and fed than in the other parts of Ireland, the wages of labour being higher (i/-per day).

In the west and south-west poverty and misery are everywhere noticeable. In the

southern districts we find a population whose condition is in every respect inferior to

'that of the northern, while' the population of the midland (eastern) districts does not

differ materially in condition from those in the south." In another part of the same
report it is stated that " the country is covered with small occupiers, ignorant and un-

educated, whose cabins are wretched hovels, their beds straw." To expect any large

increase of correspondence from such an indigent and wretched population was surely

impossible
;
yet it is perfectly plain from the following return of the postal revenue,

expenditure, and number of letters for the year 1839 and the three subsequent years,

that the increase was approaching threefold. The large falling off in revenue in 1840 is

partly accounted for by the fact that postage stamps were not issued for sale in Ireland,

outside Dublin, until the end of that year or the beginning of 1841.

Year.
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1959.

Fig. 739. Fig. 740.

log

The postmarks of the minor offices, the majority of which had previously been
known as County Penny Posts, were nearly all of a straight type (Figs. 741-751), most
of them impressed in blue or green inks of various shades. These offices became known

BAL LYEASTON
BELFAST

Fig. 741.

Crawfordshurn

Fig. 742.

GROOMSPrmT-— -|-]rM?LE.PA^'^^^

Fig. 743. Fig. 744.

GRfEN ISLAND

BELFAST
Fig. 746.

BALLYMACARRin:r

Fig. 74S.

•BurnfootlU}
Derri

Fig. 747. Fig. 748.

Fig. 749. Fig. 760. Fig. 751.-

as Receiving Houses, and were greatly extended as "guarantee" posts, the definition of

which posts has been explained in the previous volume. Shortly after the introduction

of the Uniform Penny Post, owing to the large increase of correspondence, the local

post (Penny and Twopenny Posts) accommodation of Dublin and its environs was
generally improved, additional and free deliveries being given to such outlying districts

as Clontarf, Drumcondra, Finglass, Raheny, Milltown, Dundrum, Rathfarnham, Temple-

ogue, Chapelizod, Castleknock, Leixlip, and even as far as Maynooth. The Letter-

carriers to these districts were conveyed in cars from the Chief Office in Dublin to the

commencement of their walks.
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The population of Ireland in 1841 was 8,175,124, but in 1851 it had decreased to

6,552,385. This decrease is accounted for by the disastrous period of famine and

pestilence which commenced with the potato blight of 1846-47; leaving out of account

the decrease in the numbers of the people occasioned by death, a process of emigration,

so vast as that by which Ireland was drained of the most reproductive part of its people

between 1845 ^'^^ '^S'j certainly had its effect upon the local posts of the country. In

1851 it was found that the correspondence of many of the country post-towns had
dwindled down to less than a thousand letters a week each, and therefore it was thought

necessary to reduce all such towns to the rank of Sub-Offices, with the result that over

sixty post-towns were so reduced without any difficulty or material loss to the public.

The offices so reduced continued to use the same postmarks as when they were head

post-towns (Figs. 752-755).

858. .3859.

Fig. 752. Fig. 753. Fig. 754. Fig. 756.

Smaller and neater types of straight stamps were introduced about 1852 for use at

the Sub-Offices and Receiving Houses (see Figs. 756-759).

BALLY Oft/SSAN

Fig. 756.

COOLSALIAGH

DROMORE
Fig. 757.

K/LTORiyiER EA5KEY
Fig. 758. Fig. 750.

These stamps remained in use until 1859, when 'it was decided to allow them to

die out, the worn-out stamps being replaced by circular stamps of various types

(Figs. 760-767).

Fig. 760.

A'

3:

n

Fig. 764.

c

c^o

y

Fig. 761.

0"
lALo

4 F/^
Fig. 762,

A.

Fig. 765. Fig. 766, Fig. 767.
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As regards this arrangement of allowing certain classes of stamps to die out, it is
certainly peculiar to find the old country Penny Post stamp (Fig. 768) in use as late as
1858 ;

It was only replaced in 1859 by one of the new circular type (Fig. 769),

(za
to c

F'g- ^S8. Fig. 769.

It is curious how the names of places alter. For instance, "Straid Carn"—the
latter being an abbreviation for Carndonagh (Fig. 770)—is now known as " Straidarran."
"Muff Don" (Fig. 771) is now known as "Muff." " Shanklin Road" (Fig. 772) is

doubtless an error for "Shankhill Road" ; whilst "Clady" (Fig. 773) is now known as
" Claudy."

Cam DerT.y
Fig. 770. Fig. 771.

5HANKLIN rtOAO

BELFAST
Fig. 772. Fig. 773.

In 1853 the gross postal revenue of Great Britain was £2,294,000, and the expendi-

ture ;£i,204,000, or about fifty per cent of the revenue. The gross postal revenue of

Ireland amounted to £198,000, and the expenditure to £185,000, or ninety-three per

cent of the receipts, and no part of the cost of the Packet Service between Holyhead
and Dublin was included in the Irish expenditure. In Great Britain the conveyance of

a letter cost on an average |d. ; in Ireland it cost i yV^., showing that the expense was
greater than the receipts. In fact, for the year 1854 there was a deficit of between

£2000 and £3000 on the revenue of the Irish Postal Service.

The first railway in Ireland to be made use of for the conveyance of mails was the

Dublin and Kingstown line. The service commenced on the 6th April, 1835, and, as soon

as other lines were opened, the Post Office took advantage of them for the conveyance

of the principal mails to and from Dublin, the chief effect being that the postal authori-

ties were enabled to give day mails to towns which had not day mails before, and also to

establish direct posts between various towns. The use, however, of railways in Ireland

for the conveyance of mails was much retarded by the high charges demanded by the

Companies ; and although the last of the old mail-coaches disappeared from the road in

1852, "Bianconi's" cars continued for many years to be used on various roads all over

the country for the conveyance of mails and passengers. These cars were constructed on

the simplest principle. They were the ordinary Irish jaunting-car enlarged and

elongated. The passengers sat in two rows, back to back, with the luggage piled up

between them. It is said that this mode of travel gave rise to the famous joke that the

differences of opinion among Irish politicians arose from the fact that nobody saw more
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than one side of everything. Both the Belfast and Cork day mails were accelerated in

1854 so as to allow letters to be acted upon on the same day, before business houses

closed, and thus to admit of a reply being sent by the night mails. To permit of the

Cork mail being accelerated, it was found necessary to establish in Ireland the first

Travelling Post Office (Dublin and Cork), which commenced running on the

1st January, 1855.

The double or combined date and obliterating stamp appears to have been intro-

duced into the Irish provincial post-towns early in 1854, and only about six types of

these stamps are to be found in use (Figs. 774-779).

Fig. 774. Fig. 775.

=289^ ^1723-

Fig. 776. Fig. 777.

Fig. 77S.

.c^^b"^-^

14104?

Fig. 779.

In May, 1855, it was notified to the Post Office authorities in Dublin that it was

the intention of the Government to establish a permanent camp of at least 10,000

soldiers on the Curragh of Kildare, and it was requested that postal arrangements

should be made for its accommodation. The request was complied with, and an office

was then estabhshed within the camp, the postmarks of which are shown in Figs. 780, 781.

^OCI 3 o

Fig. 780. Fig. 781.

When Lord Campbell's complaint, which has previously been referred to, respecting

the illegible stamping of letters was brought to the notice of the Postmaster-General

(then the Duke of Argyll), he gave instructions that the subject should receive immediate
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attention." This was done by means of a circular which was issued throughout the

postal service. To this circular there were many replies, and various suggestions were

made. Anthony Trollope, the novelist, who was then a Post Office Surveyor in Ireland,

pointed out the evident superiority of stamps used in foreign countries, particularly in

France. As an illustration he submitted impressions of stamps used in Ireland and in

France (Figs. 782-784), and suggested the use of a somewhat similar type of stamp to

JrEl8 n O0C24'
J056>

Fig. 782. Fig. T84.

that in use in the latter country. Such a stamp came into use in 1857, and was first

adopted at Enniskillen (Fig. 785), and at Kingstown (Fig. 786). It was also decided to

Fig. 785. Fig. 786.

abandon the old type of stamp (Fig. 787), and to adopt smaller and neater stamps of the

same type as those introduced about this time into England (Figs. 788-790).

Fig. 787.

MY 5"

Fig. 788. Fig. 789. Fig. 790.
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There is one type of mark which I think is peculiar to Ireland, and which is only to

be found in use at a very few offices even there; it is shown in Figs. 791, 792. Another

scarce postmark is that shown in Fig. 793.

Fig. 793.Fig. 791. Fig. 793.

Somewhat similar types of date-stamps were issued to the larger Sub-Offices

(Figs. 794-797). And such stamps as Fig. 798 were in use at many of the Irish offices.

Fig 794. Fig. 795. Fig. 790. Fig. 797.

*«1SSENTT0
OALKEY

Fig. 79S.

The size of the Irish obliteration marks and the number and thickness of the lines

employed varied greatly ; Fig. 799 is the original type, introduced in 1844, and will be

-€70f
Fig. 799.

found impressed in various coloured inks. Other marks, having from three to six lines

and various sized figures, are shown in Figs. 800-811.

1 = 82^ ^303^

Fig. SCO. Fig. SOI. Fig. 802.
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Fij. 803. Fig. 804.

^.252_- ^77.-
Fig. 805.

Fig. 806.

ITS
Fig. 807.

^6lF
Fig. S

412lr 4247? ^
Fig, 809. Fig. 810. Fig. 811.

It is not possible to say when each type ol mark was introduced, but that shown in

Fig. 8i2 was brought into use in 1862, and Fig. 813 in 1866. Dififerent types are some-
times found in use at the same office (see Figs. 814, 815).

i299r -=iZr 162=^ €62p
Fig. 812. Fig. 813. Fig. 814. Fig. 815.

From the ist October, i860, when the mail service between London and Dublin was
accelerated so as to perform the journey between the two capitals in ii\ hours, another

important boon was also conferred by the establishment for the first time of mails

leaving London and Dublin in the morning and arriving at those cities in time for the

last evening deliveries, as well as for the dispatch of through letters in each case by
both English and Irish provincial mails. The mails throughout the whole of Ireland

were shortly afterwards accelerated, and in August, 1865, the second Travelling Post

Office in Ireland was established between Omagh and Clones. A little while later, in

March, 1866, it was arranged to work this Travelling Office between Dublin and Omagh
under the title of the Ulster T.P.O.
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The stamps in use in tlie Cliief Office, Dublin, were not very varied ; Fig. 8i6 is

the type of the single date-stamp. The double or combined date-stamp, which was

Fig. 816.

brought into use towards the end of the year 1853, retained for some few years the

diamond type of mark as shown in Fig. 817, until it was superseded by a neat type

pecuhar to Dublin (Fig. 818) ; the single date-stamp (Fig. 819) being also altered to

correspond with the combined type. A neat registered letter stamp was also in use

(Fig. 820). Fig. 821 was in use in the Letler-Carriers' Office, and was used as a rule on

186)) IDE 3>]86:
'85©^ -=r

Fig. 81Y. Fig. 818.

oc 28;^

Fig. 819.

O vy.o ^

? 1868 Ui

Fig. 820. Fig. 821.

local letters only. The last collection in Dublin from the town Receiving Houses for the

night mails was at 5 p.m., but letters could be posted for the morning mails until as late

as 8 p.m., when the last collection of the day was made. All the correspondence

collected at 8 p.m. was taken to the Chief Office, and locked up until 4.45 a.m. the

following day ; all such letters were stamped as shown in Fig. 822.

4/1

o DE30 5)-

, e 57 A- x^==

Fig. 822
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This stamp was superseded by a "Too Late" mark (Fig. 823), which was again
replaced by a dated stamp (Fig. 824). Another type of stamp used on late letters is

shown in Fig. 825.

TOO LATE
Fig. 823.

'no >f
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Fig. 824. Fig. 825.

.In 1865 the Pearson Hill "parallel" machine handstamp was brought into use in

Dublin and the larger provincial Post Offices in Ireland. Fig. 826 is a type of the mark
in use in Dublin. Fig. 827 is a type of "Paid" stamp used at Dublin.

186r

Fig. 828. Fig. 827

Government or official correspondence was impressed with stamps shown in

Figs. 828-830, the first being impressed in a blue-green ink and the other two in ?'ed.

Fig. S2S. Fig. 830.

In 1870 an official inquiry was made into the postal arrangements of Dublin, and

following upon it a thorough revision of the city and suburbs was carried out. One of

the chief alterations was the establishment of suburban sorting-offices, on the plan of the

postal districts in London, which facilitated the more frequent collection and delivery

of letters.



CHAPTER XVI.

POSTAGE STAMPS.

In previous chapters the Franking and Postmarking of letters have been dealt with,

but a work of this description could hardly be considered complete without at least a

chapter on Postage Labels or Stamps.

When Uniform Penny Postage was first under consideration, wrappers, stamped

paper, and stamped covers were the means suggested for the prepayment of postage ;

the stamps to be impressed by the Stamp Office. But there were also advocates for the

use of labels ; such, for instance, as James Chalmers, of Dundee, and Richard Cobden,

member of Parliament for Manchester. The latter, who was examined before the

Select Committee on Postage on the yth May, 1838 (or just two years before postage

stamps were introduced), as to the use of stamped paper or stamped covers for the

payment of postage, stated :
" I have an impression that a vignette stamp, probably

three-quarters or half an inch square, to be affixed to the outside of a letter, would be a

very convenient plan. I think one source of increase to the revenue would be the loss

of these, and the numbers that would be given away, like everything else that is cheap."

Cobden, as an illustration, mentions that he had seen such tickets in actual use in

New York. "I found there," he says, "the soda-water sellers, the great omnibus-keepers,

the keepers of baths, and other businesses issued such labels to their customers in

quantities. I can mention," says Cobden, " that these tickets were frequently taken out

of the country, for I have seen gentlemen in Manchester with the pocket of their pocket-

books half filled with those tickets." It is also very certain that the tickets referred to

by Mr. Cobden were labels, not cards ; for on being asked on what were they printed,

he replied, " On thin paper." The idea of using labels for postal purposes was, however,

by no means new. As far back as the year 1800, one Mr. Charles Frederick Schmoll, of

Jewin Street, London, put forward a suggestion in connection with the illegal conveyance

of letters to^ make it lawful " to carry letters by coaches by way of a stamp, label, or

ticket, with the words by permission of the Postmaster-General, such stamp, label, or

ticket to be fixed on the outside of the parcel or letter." The value suggested for these

stamps was id. and 2d., and that "such stamps, labels, or tickets to be distributed at all

Post Offices in the Kingdom."
When it was decided to give Uniform Penny Postage a trial, premiums were offered

for plans, designs, and suggestions, either for stamps or otherwise, which could be

adopted to carry out the scheme. " The Lords of the Treasury were prepared to award
a premium of .£200 to such proposal as they may consider the most deserving of

attention, and^ioo to the next best proposal." The names of the successful competitors

were as follows : Mr. Cheverton, Mr. Charles Whiting, Mr. Henry Cole, ^100 being

awarded to each.*

Among the designs submitted were some of considerable interest, such as those

sent in by Mr. Charles Whiting, which were executed by Sir Wilham Congreve's process

of printing in two colours.

Rowland Hill, in a report dated 6th December, 1839, on the obliteration ot

the Postage Labels which it was proposed to issue, recommended what he termed

* In Sir Henry Cole's memoirs it is stated that four prizes of ;^ioo each were finally awarded,

tl?
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" Pendant Labels," which, instead of being obliterated, should be torn so as to destroy
the label and prevent its being used again.

On the 26th December, 1839, the Lords of the Treasury in a minute directed that,

with a view to affording an ample choice, the following stamps should be prepared :—

" First. Stamped covers ; the stamp being struck on pieces of paper the size of half

a sheet of quarto letter-paper.

Second. Stamped envelopes ; the stamp being struck on pieces of paper of a
lozenge form, of which stationers and others may manufacture envelopes.

" Third. Adhesive stamps ; or stamps on small pieces of paper with a glutinous

wash at the back, which may be attached to letters either before or after they are
written ; and

"Fourth. Stamps to be struck on paper of any description which the public may
send to the Stamp Office for that purpose."

The first and second bore a design by William Mulready, R.A., and are generally

known as the "Mulready Envelopes." They were printed in black for the id. rate, and
in blue for the 2d. rate of postage. These envelopes did not give satisfaction, and led to

many comic imitations being produced, some of which were by notable artists, such as

John Leech, H. K. Browne, etc.

The public ridicule and rejection of the "Mulready Envelope" necessitated its

withdrawal, and the ultimate destruction of vast numbers which had been prepared for

issue. But as it was thought necessary to have envelopes as well as labels, a. One Penny
embossed envelope was issued in January, 1841, and a Twopence in April of the same
year. The paper used for all these envelopes was what was known as " Dickinson's

Threaded Paper."

On the other hand, as regards item three, the black Penny stamp, which came into

use on the same day, 6th May, 1840, as the "Mulready Envelope," was from its first

issue the popular favourite, and it was only by working day and night that anything like

the public demand for them could be met. No less than 63,561,840 were sold between

the 6th May and the 31st December, 1840. The paper used for the production of this

stamp bore the Small Crown watermark.

In February, 1841, the colour of the stamp was changed from black to red, the

object being to make the obhterating process more perfect, and the better to detect the

dishonest use of old stamps. In this issue, which differed from the former only in colour,

the check letters were still used in the bottom corners, and stars, so drawn as to give the

appearance of crosses, in the upper corners. The plates for the Penny stamps produced

in February, 1855, were constructed from a new die, the general design of which

remained precisely the same as that of the preceding issue. The plates from this new
die were numbered afresh i to 225 ;

plates i to 68 bore letters in the bottom corners, and

the stars or crosses in the top, and during the period in which they were in use the

watermark was altered from the Small Crown to the Large Crown.

On the 1st April, 1864, a decided change was made in the One Penny stamp ; the

chief features consisted in the introduction of check letters in all four corners, and the

insertion of the plate number in small numerals at each side of the design, which

permits of impressions from the different plates being easily identified ; all this series

are watermarked with a Large Crown.

The Twopence stamp, from the first issue on the 6th May, 1840, remained blue,

5,382,240 being sold between the 6th May and the 31st December, 1840. All the issues

between 1840 and 1855 were watermarked with the Small Crown, and those from 1855 to

1879 with the Large Crown.

In the interval between 1840 and 1879 the following stamps were introduced :

—

The Shilling, ^7r^«, embossed adhesive, issued on the nth September, 1847, with a

view to prepayment of postage to the United States and distant British Colonies, and

for prepayment of the registration fee, then One Shilling.
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The Tenpence, brown, embossed adhesive, issued on the ist November, 1848,

principally for the prepayment of postage to France and certain British Colonies.

The Sixpence, lilac, embossed adhesive, issued on the ist March, 1854, was

introduced mainly owing to the reduction of postage to Belgium and other Continental

countries, and also for registered letters, the fee having been reduced to sixpence.

After many and loud complaints from the pubhc respecting surcharges on letters

through the loss of stamps, it was officially acknowledged that these embossed stamps,

although affording one of the best guarantees against either imitation or improper usage

after obliteration, were not the proper ones for adhesive purposes in consequence of the

gum not being on a flat surface ; and that the difficulty might be obviated by adopting

surface-printed stamps.

The One Shilling, _§r^^«, surface-printed, was therefore issued on the ist November,

1856. The paper used for this and subsequent issues between 1856 and 1B66 was what

was known as the Heraldic Emblems paper, bearing two Roses in the upper corners

and the Shamrock and Thistle in the two lower corners. In 1867 the design of the

watermark was changed to a Spray of Rose, which was retained in all the shilling issues

up to 1881.

A Sixpence, surface-printed stamp, in dull lilac, was issued on the 21st October,

1856, to supersede the embossed one of the same value. This and subsequent issues

were printed on paper bearing the heraldic emblems. Rose, Shamrock, and Thistle,

until June, 1867, when the paper with watermark Spray of Rose was used, and was

continued until the ist January, 1881.

On the i2th January, 1855, attention was called to the postal treaty just arranged

with France, which to a great extent would do away with the necessity for a Tenpence

stamp, but for which one of the value of Fourpence would be useful. It was agreed

that the Tenpence stamp could be dispensed with, and that in its place a Fourpence

might be introduced. The Fourpence, rose-carmine, surface-printed stamp, was accord-

ingly issued on the 31st July, 1855. The first issue was printed on paper watermarked

with a Small Garter. In February, 1856, a Medium-sized Garter was substituted for the

Small Garter. This was again altered in the issue of January, 1857, to the Large Garter

watermark, which continued throughout the different issues until January, 1881. As
regards the first Fourpence stamp issued, Mr. Bokenham, the Controller of the Circula-

tion Office, wrote to Mr. Rowland Hill on the i8th March, 1856, thus :
" I regret having

to bring under your notice the ease with which the Fourpenny stamp can be, in some
cases, cleaned and used a second time." Mr. Bokenham and Mr. Ormond Hill,

Inspector of Postage Stamping, Inland Revenue, devoted a great deal of attention to

various stamps submitted to them with a view to preventing the removal of the obliterat-

ing mark. They eventually decided that the surface-printed One Shilling, green, the

Sixpence, dull lilac, and the Fourpence, rose-carmine, stamps were perfectly safe if

printed with ink of a more fugitive nature on a paper with a rougher surface than

formerly, so that the obliterating ink could take a firmer hold and make it impossible to

remove the mark without injury to the stamp.

The Ninepence, ochre-broivn, bistre-brown, and straw shades, issued on the

15th January, 1862, was originally introduced for the purpose of paying postage to

Australia via Marseilles, to the Brazils, and to India via Southampton. This stamp was
printed on the Heraldic Emblems paper, Rose, Shamrock, and Thistle, and afterwards

on that with the Spray of Rose.

-A Threepence, rose, issued on the ist May, 1862, was created exclusively for the
prepayment of letters going abroad, and for newspaper postage to India, and it was not

until the ist April, 1865, when, owing to the letter rate being- fixed at one penny for every

half-ounce, or fraction thereof, they came into use for inland postage. It was printed on
Heraldic Emblems paper, Rose, Shamrock, and Thistle, and on that with the Spray of

Rose watermark, which continued in use until 1880.

On the 1st July, 1867, a Tenpence, red-brown, surface-printed stamp, on Spray of
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Rose paper, was issued to the public. This value was re-issued to prepay the postage to
Australia via Marseilles, the increased rate to India (formerly ninepence), and that to

Mauritius. But the demand for Tenpenny stamps fell off in consequence of the re-

duction, in 1870, of the Australian rate to sixpence, and, in 1876, of the Indian rate to

eightpence, while at the same date the postage to Mauritius became sixpence halfpenny.
These changes made it necessary to introduce, on the nth September, 1876, a stamp

of the value of eightpence, which was printed on paper watermarked with a Large Garter.

The eightpence stamp was created to prepay the reduced fate of postage to India via

Marseilles, and to Australia via Brindisi, and to the Brazils, which came into force on the
1st July, 1876. The demand for this stamp was very small, and during the five years,

1876-1880, that it was in existence only 4,723,520 stamps were sold.

Stamps of higher values were suggested upon several occasions, in order to obviate

the use of a larger number of other values on any particular letter, but it was not until

the 1st July, 1867, that the first high-value stamps were issued, viz. :—Two Shillings, /rt/is

blue, and Five Shillings, rose, the watermarked paper used for the Two Shillings being that

with the Spray of Rose, and for the Five Shillings a paper with a Maltese Cross.

In connection with the reduction in the rate of postage on inland newspapers, printed

matter, and patterns or samples, there were issued on the ist October, 1870, the diminutive

Halfpenny, lake-red, watermarked with the word '^Halfpenny" extending over three stamps,

and the Three halfpence, lake-red, watermarked with the Large Crown.
Plate I of the Three halfpence was put to press in March, i860. The supply, 10,000

sheets, equivalent to 2,400,000 stamps, then printed, was never issued for public use. This
edition was of a lilac-rose colour, and was printed in anticipation of the passing of a

Bill then before Parliament for the repeal of the Newspaper Stamp Duty, and the substitu-

tion of a I ^d. charge for the transmission of a newspaper above a certain weight by post.

On the 2ist June, 1862, the Storekeeper to the Board of Inland Revenue reported

that he had then in stock 896S sheets of lid. Postage Labels. By May, 1867, the number
of sheets had been reduced to 8962, which were then ordered to be destroyed. At this

period it was stated that no less than 1036 sheets of this particular stamp had been
distributed to Postmasters, Collectors, etc.

Beyond the alteration of the 6d., on the ist April, 1872, to a bright chestnict-browii,

which was again altered in April, 1873, to ?i greenish grey, the only new issue was that

of a 2od., maroon, on the ist July, 1875, to meet the reduction of postage between
countries forming the Postal Union. The first issue was printed on a paper bearing the

watermark of an Anchor, and the second, issued in May, 1876, bore an Orb.

The principal object of distinctive colours for each denomination of stamp was that

they might be the more clearly distinguished after obliteration as well as before.

In connection with the labels it was greatly feared when first introduced that forgery

would be attempted on a large scale, and elaborate precautions were taken to prevent it
;

most of those precautions have long since been abandoned, not that it is less easy to

imitate the stamps of the present day, but because of the greater difficulty of distribution

in anything like sufficient quantities to make the art of forgery pay ; and, as a rule, where

stamps have been forged, it has not been with an intention of defrauding the revenue, but

rather with that of cheating the philatelist by the forgery of rare stamps. Philatelists,

however, examine stamps so closely and keenly that it would have to be an exceptionally

good imitation, not only in design, but also in paper, shade, and perforation, to deceive

most of the dealers and collectors of to-day.

When postage stamps were first introduced in England it was little thought that they

would become a medium of exchange, and far less that they would excite such an interest

among collectors. Stamps, in many cases, have done duty before serving their normal

purpose ; small debts and charitable subscriptions are paid by this means, and the

advertising columns of any newspaper, previous to the introduction of Postal Orders in

1881, will show clearly the thousand and one ways that postage stamps were turned to

account in making remittances, as well as for their legitimate purpose ; it was therefore

found necessary to permit Postmasters and other officials to purchase postage stamps
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from the public, deducting a commission for so doing. The arrangement was far from

satisfactory, and not only added largely to the temptations to which the servants of the

Post Office were exposed, but became a most fertile source of crime in merchants' and

other offices; so that, as early as 1866, with a view to prevent the abuse of the system,

firms were allowed to print their names on the back of their postage stamps, each firm

making its own arrangements with the Inland Revenue Office, under which the work was

done by Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Co., the printers of the stamps. The concession was

adopted by a large number of firms, but on account of the ease with which the gum and

printing could be removed from the stamp the plan was far from effectual. In 1868,

permission was given for the perforation of initials in postage stamps, this plan being con-

sidered a more effectual means of putting an end to stamp robberies, and Postmasters

were instructed not to purchase any stamps with names or initials perforated through

them or printed on the back ; but once obliterated the postage stamps had run their course,

at least so far as the Post Office was concerned.

The hobby of collecting stamps, which originated in France, spread to England in

the early fifties, and has since become world-wide.

A reference on page 35 of the fourth report of the Postmaster-General, issued in

1858, is of some interest as indicating the probable means by which some unprincipled

people commenced business. The paragraph refers to an advertisement occasionally

appearing, requesting that " defaced postage stamps may be sent to the advertiser, on

the pretence that a certain number will enable him to procure admission for a child into

some charitable institution. Thinking it possible that there was a fraudulent purpose in

view, I have several times directed inquiry to be made, but have always found that there

was no truth whatever in the alleged object, and generally that the whole proceeding was

the work of an unknown person, actuated apparently by a silly desire to give useless

trouble."

The collecting of defaced stamps by persons of mature age appeared so ridiculous

to the official mind, that they could only conclude that some fraud was intended, and
when another advertiser had the hardihood to announce that the Government offered a

payment of £2f> 3- milKon for such stamps, an announcement which caused many useless

letters to be written to the Post Office on the subject, they came to the conclusion that

fraud was the main object. An Official Circular was issued, stating that " recent

experience having shown that old postage stamps are occasionally used for the purpose

of defrauding the revenue of the Post Office," all officers of the Department were warned
to use every possible vigilance to prevent any such frauds, by carefully examining the

letters passing through their hands. All letters bearing stamps which appeared to have

been previously used were to be charged with double rates of postage, as in the case of

unpaid letters, and to be marked " Old Stamp."

The suspected stamps, whether appearing to have been previously obliterated or

defaced, or otherwise imperfect, were not to be again obliterated, but carefully marked
across thus, X, with pen and ordinary ink, so that the mark should not be an obstacle to

any subsequent inquiry. It was also pointed out that frauds were committed by carefully

ioining together portions of stamps imperfectly obliterated, but that if the obliterating

duty was properly performed no fraud of the kind could possibly be practised. In reply

to this circular, Mr. J. R. Bettesworth, Postmaster of Amersham, on the nth July, 1857,
called attention to the fact that sufficient protection was not given by the labels then in

use, as they bore no private mark or character to prevent fraud, and suggested a plan
of lettering the stamps both top and bottom. The suggestion was adopted (in a
modified form) as a good one ; but for the purpose of a more precise comparison, in the

case of a suspected stamp, the Commissioners of Inland Revenue suggested that each
stamp should be identified with the particular plate from which it was printed by the

number being repeated in the border, on each side of the stamp, in case the perforation

encroached on either side, which sometimes happened. This suggestion was also

adopted, and the alteration was first made in the Twopence stamp issued in July, 1858
(Plate No. 7) ; it was afterwards applied to other values, as fresh plates became necessary.
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Applications had frequently been received from the public, asking for certain

improved arrangements as regards postage stamps, the object being to obtain greater

variety in the size and quality of the stamped envelopes, and in the value of the stamps
impressed upon them.

In the year 1853, the Paper Manufacturers and Envelope Makers memorialized the

Government, praying that the monopoly exercised in the sale of the embossed envelopes

might be terminated, by the admission of any paper to be stamped by the Inland

Revenue Office. It was generally agreed that some such arrangement was desirable
;

but before anything could be done, it vv'as necessary that the law should be altered, as

under the Act 3 and 4 Vic. ch. 96, it was directed that the paper "for postage envelopes,

and stamps, shall be made by such persons as the Lords of the Treasury shall appoint,

that such paper shall contain in its texture certain marks, or threads to distinguish it

from any other, and that no person shall manufacture paper with these peculiar marks

except the persons appointed as aforesaid." The paper was accordingly made under the

supervision of officers of Excise, and contained, in the case of the envelopes and some
of the embossed stamps, certain silk threads, and in the case of the other postage labels

a special watermark.

The adoption of these descriptions of paper was, at the commencement of the Penny
Postage period, considered a valuable safeguard against forgery. It was now, however,

considered that very little if any security could be attached to the threaded paper used

for envelopes, and that the time had come when it would not be attended with danger

for the Department to undertake to stamp for the public, papers and envelopes sent in

for the purpose. To permit of this being carried out, provision was made in Act 18, 19

Vic. ch. 78, sec. 4, passed in 1855. Three dies of the value of 4d., 6d, and is. were

prepared and brought into use on the ist January, 1856. The 6d. and is. stamps so

embossed can easily be distinguished from those issued by the Post Office as adhesives.

Those embossed for the public bear small movable figures, denoting the day, month, and

year when the stamp was impressed on the paper at the Inland Revenue Office. The
following notice was issued, containing the regulations relating to this class of

stamp :

—

" Postage Stamps.

' Inland Revenue, Somerset House,
" 14M January, 1856.

" The Commissioners of Inland Revenue give notice that they are now prepared to

impress with Postage Stamps, denoting respectively the duties of 4d., 6d., and is., paper

sent in by the public for the covers or envelopes of letters. The paper intended to be

so impressed must be delivered at the Head Office, Somerset House, London, for this

purpose, subject to the regulations contained in the notice issued by the Commissioners

'on the 8th October, 1855,* namely :

—

"When the amount of the stamps required by any person shall not exceed ^10, a

fee of IS. will be charged, in addition to the duty, if paper of one size only be sent in
;

and if more than one size be sent in, then a fee of is. for each size.

" On the warrants hereafter mentioned no fee will be payable, but the sizes of paper

will be restricted as follows :

—

" When the amount exceeds ^10, and is under ;£2o, paper of one size only

will be received
;

"Jf the amount exceeds ^20, and is under ;^3o, two sizes of paper only

will be received ;

" £?i° and under ^40, three sizes of paper ;

" ^40 and under ^^50, four sizes of paper ; and not more than four sizes of

paper will be allowed to be included in any one warrant, of however high an

amount.

* This Notice is given in The Postage and Telegraph Stamps of Great Britain, by

F, A. Philbrick and W, A. S. Westoby, p. 189.
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" No folded envelopes can be stamped, and therefore paper, whether intended for

envelopes or for letters, must be sent in unfolded, and every distinct size and form of

envelope or paper must be marked so as to indicate the place on which the stamp is to

be impressed, in order that it may appear in the proper position, according to the rules

of the Post Office, when the envelope or letter is folded or made up.

" No coloured paper can be received for stamping, nor any paper of such thinness

as not to bear the impression of the dies.

" Envelopes provided by this office, with the proper stamps thereon, will be

substituted for any of those sent in which may be spoiled in the operation of stamping.
" It should be borne in mind that licensed vendors only are authorized to sell Postage

Stamps impressed as above mentioned, or any other.

" By Order of the Board,

"Thomas Keogh,
" Secretary.^'

A concession was made by the Board of Inland Revenue, in 1863, which was at the

time regarded as one of the latest novelties in the advertising world. Under the arrange-

ment in question, the Stamp Office permitted rings with the name of any particular firm

to be placed round an embossed stamp, as a border to it, but little use was made of the

privilege, the stamps impressed being less than one per cent of the whole number issued.

Until the end of January, 1854, all the postage stamps were (with certain exceptions)

issued to the public in an imperforate condition. The exceptions-were those treated by
Henry Archer, the inventor of the perforating machine, who experimented upon a large

number of sheets of one penny stamps (in 1848 and later). The perforation, or more
correctly described the roulette, as shown on some specimens which are still in existence,

was very small, and shows twelve to thirteen cuts in the vertical sides of the stamps and
eleven to twelve cuts in the horizontal. The stamps treated by Archer with his first and
subsequent machines were, in 185 1, distributed among several Post Offices and also,

through the Stamp Distributor of the House of Commons, to the Members of the House,
during one session.

As a result of this experimental trial the Stamp Distributor reported as follows :

—

" Parliamentary Paper Office,

"House of Commons,
" Westminster, London,

September 2nd, 1851.

" This is to certify . . . that the perforated Postage Labels, which were supplied at

the House of Commons for the use of Members of Parliament during the last session,

were highly approved of by them ; so much so, that the quantity sold was considerably

greater than in any previous year.
" Wm. Jno. Linton."

This document is of considerable interest to stamp and postmark collectors, showing
as it does that a considerable number of perforated stamps were in circulation, at least

two years before an improved perforation was officially adopted, and it is even possible

that rare postmarked specimens may be found bearing a date as early as 1848.

Mr. Archer, who was an Irishman and Managing Director of a Railway Company,
experienced considerable difficulty in bringing his invention to perfection. It was only

at his third attempt that he contrived to make his machine actually punch out the pieces

of paper round each stamp, and so form actual perforations. The remuneration, ^200,
offered to Archer for his invention, was considered by him to be sd inadequate that he
refused it, and appealed to the House of Commons.

The result was the appointment of a Select Committee, and, in pursuance to its

recommendation, the sum of .^{^4000 was eventually paid to him. It is only fair to record

that, had it not been for his persistent efforts, the introduction of what proved to be a
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great boon, as an assistance alike to postmasters and the public, would undoubtedly have

been delayed for many years ; by the perforating process postage labels were made
more readily separable, and also more adhesive.

The following was the mode of perforating postage stamps in the year 1861. The
adhesive stamp sheets were perforated by machines constructed by Messrs. Napier and Son,

of Vine Street, Lambeth, at a cost of ^400 each, five such machines being continually in

use at Somerset House, London. These machines, which were worked by steam, were

capable of perforating about three thousand sheets, or seven hundred and twenty thousand

single stamps each, per day. The sheets were placed accurately upon one another, in

packs of five sheets each, and perforated by the descent of solid steel punching pins

which fitted into holes in a steel plate, so that the circular bits of paper were cut out and

driven through the plate into a box below. Each stroke of the machine perforated the

pack of sheets along one row of stamps, twentj'-one such strokes being required to

complete each pack, which was moved by the machine successively into twenty-one

different positions. The cost of perforation was estimated at six shillings and eightpence

per thousand sheets, or one-third of a penny per thousand stamps. About nine thousand

sheets, or upwards of two millions of stamps, were perforated daily.

Attempts have been made by private persons, from time to time, to infringe the ex-

clusive privilege conferred upon the Postmaster-General by the Post Office Acts. In

October, 1865, one Robert Brydone established in St. Andrew Street, Edinburgh, a

Company under the title of "The Edinburgh and Leith Circular Delivery Company."

The object of the Company was to undertake to deliver circulars for one farthing each,

and for the purpose of indicating prepayment they issued stamps (see Fig. 831) to be

affixed to the circulars.

Fig. 831.

The local delivery of such circulars must have very materially affected the Post

Office revenue, since the public preferred getting their circulars delivered by the

Company for a farthing to paying the Post Office a penny for the same service.

The stamps were of various colours, and bore the arms of Edinburgh and Leith, and

were in some instances actually cancelled by an obliteration mark (see Fig. 832).

Fig. 832 (R. B. &'Co.).

So long as Mr. Brydone's operations were confined to Edinburgh no action was

taken by the Government to prevent his carrying on the business, but when he extended

his operations to London, in 1866, under the title of "The London Circular and Pamph-

let Delivery Company" and the "London and Metropolitan Circular and Pamphlet

Delivery Company," the Postal Authorities became alarmed at these undertakmgs. The

Companies, however, did not play their cards very judiciously ; they issued stamps of the
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values of jd., ^d., |d., and id., to be used upon : Circulars, Jd. ; newspapers, ^d. ; books,

etc., |d. and id.

Whatever the object of this may have been, the Companies would appear to have

violated the Post Office copyright, in addition to delivering letters contrary to the

privileges of the Postmaster-General, and proceedings were instituted against the

" London and Metropolitan Company." The case was heard on the 29th August, 1867, at

Bow Street, when the Stipendiary Magistrate, Sir Thomas Henry, decided against the

Company and inflicted a fine of ^5.
The Company was again convicted on the 25th June, 1868, of infringing the Post-

master-General's monopoly.

Brydone made an attempt to run the " National Delivery Company," but without

the use of stamps, and the attempt was a failure.

In the year 1869 a Company was registered under the Joint Stock Companies Acts,

styling itself the " Circular Delivery Company, Limited." An action was taken, on

the 2nd June, 1869, against this Company, in the Court of Queen's Bench, for infringing

the Postmaster-General's exclusive privilege. The Court convicted the Company, and
this was the death-blow to companies of this nature.

As early as February, 1866, Mr. Darby Griffith, member of Parliament for Devizes,

called attention to the fact that certain railways were carrying newspapers franked by
means of adhesive stamps. The Great Western Railway charged one halfpenny, and
the North British, Caledonian, and other Scotch railways charged one farthing on each

newspaper, such charges covering the cost of conveyance along the whole extent of

their lines.

Public attention having again been drawn to the excessive rates of postage charged

on newspapers, circulars, and, in fact, all printed matter, by the prosecution of the

Circular Delivery Companies, the question was once more brought before Parliament,

and eventually an Act was passed, in 1870 (33, 34 Vic. ch. 79), under which the rates

were lowered to -^d. on all newspapers complying with regulations, and all printed

matter could be transmitted at the rate of id. for every two ounces or fraction of that

weight.

In the year 1871 the Dean of Jesus College, Cambridge, obtained permission

to organize a system of delivering notes in Cambridge for the members of the College.

In 1879 the Bursars of Clare, Caius, and King's Colleges, and Trinity Hall, obtained

similar permission to that granted to Jesus College. Nothing further was heard of the

collection and delivery of letters at the Universities until the year 1885, when a gentle-

man resident at Oxford called the attention of the Postal Authorities to the subject, and
it was ascertained that at Cambridge the practice of using distinctive stamps was con-

fined to three colleges—Selwyn, Queen's, and St. John's, Jesus using a distinctive

envelope. While at Oxford it was found that the following seven colleges used dis-

tinctive stamps :—All Souls, Exeter, Hertford, Keble, Lincoln, Merton, and St. John's.

The Postmaster-General, as soon as these facts were brought to his notice, com-
municated with the several college authorities, pointing out that the practices in which

they were engaged were in contravention of the exclusive privileges conferred upon the

Postmaster-General by Act of Parliament, and requiring that a stop should be put to

such practices.

The college authorities, for the most part, readily submitted to these representa-

tions. At Cambridge the use of stamps and the systematic collection and delivery ot

letters entirely ceased ; at Oxford reluctance was shown on the part of some of the

colleges to comply with the wishes of the Postmaster-General, but in the result the use

of stamps and all the more marked features of a private post were abandoned.



CHAPTER XVII.

CONCLUSION.

From the time that Uniform Penny Postage was adopted, the business of the Post

Office in the United Kingdom has grown and developed to a marvellous extent. In

1840 the whole of the Post Offices in the Kingdom only numbered 4028. By 1854 they

had increased to 9973, most of the new offices having been opened in rural districts.

In i860 there were 11,441 offices, and in addition there were 2473 pillar and road boxes.

By 1876 the Post Offices had increased to 13,447, and the pillar and road boxes to

10,724, making a grand total of 24,171 postal receptacles in the United Kingdom, or

over twenty thousand more than the number of Post Offices in 1840. In London alone

there were 1803 receptacles of all descriptions. The sale of postage stamps, as will be

seen from the summary table in the Appendix, is also remarkable. When there were

only two denominations, id. and 2d., in the year 1841, 103,228,560 stamps were issued

from the Inland Revenue. In 1854, when there were five values, id., 2d., 6d., lod., is.,

388,319,560 were put into circulation, and in 1876, when there were no less than fourteen

distinct values, 1,151,657,948 single stamps were issued; all these stamps were for

postal purposes, distinctive telegraph stamps being in use in 1876 for prepayment of

telegrams. The increase in the number of missives sent through the post during the

same period is even more remarkable. In the year 1839 there were 75 millions ; in 1854

the number had increased to 443 millions, or about 16 to each person in the British Isles
;

in i860, 564 millions, or 19 to each person; and by 1876 the number had grown to

1,410,681,700, or 31 letters to each person. Such figures, however, have long ceased to

be wondered at, and for the year 1904 the number of letters alone totaled 2,597,600,000,

or 61 to each person in the United Kingdom, or nearly four times as many as fifty years

previously. The number of Registered letters in 1876 was 5,095,116, the number for 1904

was 18,504,690. While Newspapers in 1876 numbered 125,065,800, to-day they number

over 180 millions annually. But when we come to compare the number of Post Cards,

the increase is really astounding : in 1 876 the number passing through the post was

92,935,700, whereas for the year 1904 the number reached 734,500,000 ; this increase

undoubtedly may largely be attributed to the increasing use of Pictorial Post Cards.

The increase of the Post Office revenue, as evinced by the above statements, has

been very remarkable, which is mostly no doubt to be ascribed to increase of population,

the diffiision of education, and the greater facilities for travelling.

When we look upon the machinery for the transmission of letters, as it existed

in 1840, and the Postal Service as now maintained, we can only marvel at the resources

of the Post Office, which would appear to be practically ine.xhaustible ; upon that

simple machinery have since been grafted Book Post, Circular Post, Express Delivery,

Newspaper Post, Parcel Post, Parcels Insurance, Post Cards, Registered Letters,

Money Orders, Postal Orders, Savings Bank, Life Insurance and Government Annuities,

Telegraphs, Telegraph Money Orders, and Telephones ; and in addition, a large amount

of Inland Revenue business has been undertaken, such as the issue of all classes of

revenue stamps and licences. Assistance is also given in the sale of Ordnance Survey

Maps, Parliamentary Papers, Acts of Parliament, and Government PubHcations.

127
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The constant expansion and additions to the service of the Post Office undoubtedly

prove that it is keeping pace with the requirements of the age. Yet, unfortunately,

from its peculiar organization and the complicated nature of its business, it is liable

to many misconceptions, from vv'hich other Government Departments are free. Criticism,

however, can neither be avoided nor disregarded. Suggestions, whether for accelerating

its business or improving its working, invariably receive the best attention of the practical

officers of the Department. Among the many and ingenious inventions brought to their

notice were several stamping machines to be worked by various means. The principal

fault to be found in the working of such machines was the large number of letters that

missed being stamped. Improvements, however, have been made, with the result that

to-day there are in use electrical stamping machines that are as near- perfection as it is

possible to make them.

Another important improvement, made at the end of 1894, which has been the

means of removing many public complaints and misunderstandings in respect of delayed

letters, was the substitution in postmarks of clock time for code letters.

The Berne Treaty, establishing the Postal Union, came into force on the ist July,

1875. It may truly be said that it is the only body which at all approaches the ideal of

the "Parliament of man, the Federation of the World," for the whole civilized world is

now united in at least one object. When we come to consider the colossal character of

the business done, and the smoothness with which the vast and complex machinery of

the Universal Postal Service works, we are perforce driven to the conclusion that such

an Organization is undoubtedly one of the first civilizing agencies ; one which has made
it possible to carry out many and important improvements and extensions of service

during the past thirty years, a period that constitutes an epoch in Post Office history.

The introduction of Parcels Post, Inland, Colonial and Foreign, the acceleration of

mails in various directions, and a host of minor improvements, have necessitated various

types of postmarks being introduced. Upon some future occasion these marks, which

are numerous, may be described, and their history may be written and brought up to

date. [Alas ! by some other hand.—E. B. E.]
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APPENDIX A.

PENNY POSTS.
1839-

Names of all Places in Great Britain and Ireland to which a Penny Post was established

for the Conveyance of Letters beyond the Post Town to which they were directed.

GREAT BRITAIN.

PLACE
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PLACE



PENNY POSTS. '33

PLACE
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PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is established.

PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is established.

England and Wales—cmtinued. England and Waims—continued.

Crossbrook-street
Church-gate
Croscombe
Castle Gary and

Bruton
Compton
Chilcomb

Droxford
Doynton
Darwen -

Durweston
Duxford -

Daglingworth-
Danbury
Dedham
Duffield

Drayton -

Dent
Dent
Ditchling
Delph
Denton
Didsbury
Dobcross
Dalham
Docking
Dagenham
Darnford
Deptford
Dinton -

Deptford
Donhead
Doddington
Dronfield
Donnington
Denham, Great and

Little

Dunster
Dorchester
Dinder
Dalton

Edgbaston
Erdington
Eglyswrrw
Edgeworth
Elmstead
Evershott
East Burleigh
Exminster
Exminster
Elstree

Elland -

Earls Golne
Earls Court -

Waltham-cross
Walthatn -cross
Wells, Somerset

Wincanton
Winchester
Winchester

Alton
Bath
Blackburne
Blandford
Cambridge
Cirencester

Chelmsford
Colchester
Derby
Hounslow
Hawes
Kendal
Lewes
Manchester
Manchester
Manchester
Manchester
Newmarket
Rougham
Rumford
Salisbury
Salisbury

Salisbury

Shooter's-hill

Shaftesbury
Sittingbourne
Sheffield

Spalding

Swaffham
Taunton
Wallingford
Wells, Somerset
Ulverstone

Birmingham
Birmingham
Cardigan
Cirencester

Colchester
Dorchester
Exeter
Exeter
Teignmouth
Edgeware
Halifax

Halstead
Hownslow

Essendon
Essendon
Epping-green
Effingham
Eberton
Eccles -

Eastwell
Earsdon
Exening
Exbourne
Ensham
Egremont
Eltham
Exeter
Egremont
East Hoathley
Edmonton
Enfield

Farnborough -

Freshford
Finchley
Finchingfield

Friskney
Felton
Frampton Cotterell

Feckenham
Feckenham
Fishguard
Fishguard
Ferryside
Flint

Ford
Frating -

Foleshill

Frampton
Farringdon
Felling

Ford-street

Feltham
Flamworth
Feltham-hill

Fulneck -

Field-lane

Flookborough
Fovant
Findon
Fawley
Framlingham
Fox (The) -

Fletching and
Marsfield

Fair Oak

Gwyndy
Gisburne

Hatfield

Herttord
Hertford
Leatherhead
Lymington
Manchester
Melton Mowbray
Newcastle Tyne
Newmarket
Okehampton
Oxford
Ravenglass
Shooter's-hill

Topsham
Whitehaven
Uckfield
Waltham-cross
Waltham-cross

Bagshot
Bath
Barnet
Braintree

Boston
Bristol

Bristol

Broomsgrove
Stratford-on-Avon
Cardigan
Haverfordwest
Carmarthen
Chester
Chippenham
Colchester
Coventry
Dorchester
Exeter
Gateshead
Halstead
Hounslow
Hounslow
Hounslow
Leeds
Hounslow
Milnthorpe
Salisbury

Shoreham
Southampton
Woodbridge
Woodstock

Uckfield
Winchester

Bangor
Blackburne
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PLACE
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PLACE
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PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is established.

PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is established.

England and V^k^LMS—continued. England and V<Imjes—continued.

Latchingdon
Lidgate
Lyd
Llanfyllin

Llanbrynmair
Llanmynecli -

Llansaintffraid

Llamhaiadr -

Llanyblodwell
Lytchett
Leigh and Hadleigh
Lewisham
Lee
Lydford
Lanang -

Laleham
Lynstead
Lavenhani
Long Melford
Litchara

Lynton
Lowick
Leigh

Measham
Measham
Middleton
Masham
Middleham
Milborne
Middleham
Melton
Malpas
Malpas
Marshfield
Mitcheldean
Mitcheldean and

The Lea
Meriden
Mudaford
Milton -

Morchard
Merriott
Mask -

Market Lavington -

Marden & Cannings
Maiden Newton
Moretonhampstead

and Chagford
Mount Radford
Mask -

Market Bosworth
Montacute
Montacute
Moulsey
Milton -

Maldon
Newmarket
New Romney
Oswestry
N ewtown
Oswestry
Oswestry
Oswestry
Oswestry
Poole
Rochford
Shooter's-hill

Shooter's-hill

Somerton
Shoreham
Staines

Sittingbom-ne
Sudbury
Sudbury
Swaffham
Taunton
Thrapstone
Tunbridge

Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Atherstone
Barnard's Castle

Bedale
Bedale
Blandford
Hawes
Brigg
Chester
Whitchurch, Salop
Chippenham
Coleford

Gloucester
Coventry
Christchurch
Christchurch
Crediton
Crewkerne
Cross
Devizes
Devizes
Dorchester

Exeter
Exeter
Guisborough
Hinckley
Ilminster

Yeovil
Kingston
Launceston

Malvern Wells
Malvern Wells
Millbridge
Morley -

Maghull
Milford
Milton
Mundon
Middleton
Mottram
Matlock Town
Manchester
Madeley
Molton
Maghull
Meiford -

Melmerby
Marsk
Margate
Massingham, Great
Massingham, Little

Milborne Port
Milborne Port

Milborne
Millbrooke
Marple
Middlesborough
Montacute
Monkwearmouth
Minehead and

Holnicott

Minehead & Porlock
Minehead & Lynton
Minehead and Mail

Guard
Monksilver
Mounts
Mitchell

Marsfield

Mayfield and
Wadhurst

Matlock
Morestead
Marwell
Mitcheldever

Nethernoon
Nuneaton
Northaw
Newport
Nailsea
Newport
Newport
Newferry
Northop and Flint -

Nayland

Ledbury
Malvern
Leeds
Leeds
Liverpool
Lymington
Lymington
Maldon
Manchester
Manchester
Matlock, Bath
Town delivery

Newcastle, Staffs

Newmarket
Ormskirk
Oswestry
Penrith

Richmond, York.
Ramsgate
Rougham
Rougham
Sherborne
Yeovil
Shaftesbury
Southampton
Stockport
Stockton
South Petherton
Sunderland

Taunton
Taunton
Taunton

Taunton
Taunton
Totness
Truro
Uckfield

Uckfield
Wirksworth
Winchester
Winchester
Winchester

Amesbury
Atherstone
Bideford
Barnstaple
Bristol

Bishops Stortford

Cardigan
Chester
Chester
Colchester
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PLACE
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PLACE
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PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is estabhshed.

PLACE
in which a Penny Post

is established.

POST TOWNS
under which the Penny
Post is established.

England and Wales—continued.

Stoke
Stoke
Salcombe
Seacombe
Snettisham
Sandway
South Minster
Stanley-bridge

Shelford and
Levenshulme

Swinton -

Stretford

Sutterton

Stanesby
Saltby
Soham
Sutton Scotney
Stalham -

Swaffhams
Sticklepath

Southport
St. Just
Saltash -

Stonehouse
South Sea
St. Peter's

Southend
Streatley

Sonning -

Stifford -

St. Helen's
Sea View
Sedgefield

St. Langford
St. Newton
Shrewton
Sonnpling

Sterrington

Southwick and
Portslead

Stower
Shiffnall -

Sporle
Street

Southall-green
Swineshead
Sutterton

St. Blazey
Stoke
Stogamber
Shaldon
St. Mary Church
Sudborough -

St. Mary Church
Shaldon
St. Agnes

Ilminster

Yeovil
Kingsbridge
Liverpool
Lynn
Maidstone
Maldon
Manchester

Manchester
Manchester
Manchester
Market Deeping
Melton Mowbray
Melton Mowbray
Mildenhall
Newbury
Norwich
Newmarket
Okehampton
Ormskirk
Penzance
Plymouth
Plymouth
Portsmouth
Ramsgate
Rochford
Reading
Reading
Rumford
Ryde, LW.
Ryde, LW.
Rushyford
Salisbury

Salisbury

Salisbury

Shoreham
Shoreham

Shoreham
Shaftesbury
Town delivery

S waffham
Somerton
Southall

Spalding
Spalding
St. Austle
South Petherton
Taunton
Teignmouth
Teignmouth
Thrapstone
Torquay
Torquay
Truro

England and Wales—continued.

St. Day
Shillingford

Southwold
Stoke Newington -

Stanstead
St. John's
Sutton Scotney
Stoke
Sturminster Marshal
St. Cross
Sutton Scotney
Stratton, East and
West

Temple Sowerby -

Temple Sowerby -

Twycross
Twycross
Trimley
Timsbury
Tickhill -

Thickthorne
Tipton -

Temple Cloud
Taybwlch
Tremadoc
Thorncombe
Tarvin
Tarvin -

Thorpe
Tanybwlch
Thowerton
Tilshead -

Torpoint
Torpoint
Thaxted -

Titchfield

Tongham
Torte Val
Todmorden
Turnham Green
Twickenham
Teddington
Thongsbridge-
Trinity

Torrington
Thornham
Twyford
Town Sutton -

Tolleshunt D'Arcy-
Tillingham
Tyldsley
Torquay
Temple Sowerby -

Torquay
Tormoham

Truro
Wallingford
Wangford
Waltham-cross
Ware
Worcester
Whitchurch, Hants
Yeovil
Wimborne
Winchester
Winchester

Winchester

Appleby
Penrith
Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Atherstone
Bagshot
Bath
Bawtry
Blandlford

Birmingham
Bristol

Carnarvon
Carnarvon
Chard
Chester
Northwick
Colchester
Corwen
Cullompton
Devizes
Devonport
Liskeard
Dunmow
Fareham
Farnham
Guernsey
Halifax

Hounslow
Hounslow
Hounslow
Huddersfield
Jersey
Lynn
Lynn.
Maidenhead
Maidstone
Maldon
Maldon
Manchester
Newton Abbott
Penrith
Teignmouth
Newton Abbott
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PLACE
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PLACE
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PLACE
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IRELAND.

PLACE
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PLACE
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PLACE



APPENDIX B.

1857.

Principal Places in the Suburban Delivery of the London District Post, with the Sorting

Office from which each Place was served.

Places against which marks are placed were ultimately transferred to Provincial Districts

thus :
* in 1866, t in 1867, J in 1868, § in 1870, and IT in 1879.

Names of Places.
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Names of Tlaces.
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Names of Places.
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Names of Places.
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Names of Places.
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Names of Places.



SUBURBAN DELIVERY. 153

Names of Places.



APPENDIX C.

LIST OF OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS.
Places marked * were not Money Order Offices, and the obliteration marks were

accordingly withdrawn in i860.

LONDON SUBURBAN DISTRICTS.



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 155

46 Stepney, E.
46 B Walham Green, S.W.
„ Fulham, S.W.

47 Southwark, S.E.

48 Shoreditch, N.E.
48 B Forest Hill, S.O., S.E.

49 Sidmouth Street, W.C.
49 B South Norwood, S.O., S.E.

53 Homerton, S.E.

53 B Upper HoUovvay, S.O., N.
54 Norwood, S.E.

58 Wimbledon.
60 Kilburn, S.O., N.W.
61 Willesden, N.W.

62 South Tottenham.
65 Camberwell, S.E.
66 Lewisham, S.E.

,, Lee Bridge, Lewisham, S.E.

67 Peckham, S.E.
68 Kennington, S.O., S.E.

69 Blackheath, S.E.

70 Anerley, S.E.

7 [ Catford, S.E.

72 Lower Norwood, S.E.

West Norwood, S.E.

74 Tottenham, N.
76 New Cross, S.E.

,
R 2

feiRMJNCHA
JA
53
't'1(75))

ENGLAND AND WALES.

(Also ofliccs in certain British Colonies and Foreign countries.)

I Abergavenny
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33 Atherstone



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 157

*I43 Temple Sowerby

.
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266 Dunstable



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 159

*39i Aldbourne
392 Lambourne
393 Ramsbury
394 Hounslow
395 Southall .

396 Huntingdon

397 Buckden .

Crayford .

398 Hythe
399 Uchester .

400 Ilfracombe

401 Ilminster .

402 Ingatestone

403 Rayleigh .

*4o4 Wickford .

405 Ipswich .

406 Ironbridge

407 Isle of Man
408 Ivybridge

409 Jersey
410 Kelvedon
411 Kendal
412 Bowness
413 Keswick
414 Kettering

415 Kidderminster
416 Kimbolton
417 Kineton .

418 Kingsbridge

419 Kington .

*420 Penybont
421 Radnor
422 Kingston (now Kingsto:

on-Thames) .

Also Norbiton, Kingston
on-Thames

423 Kirby Lonsdale
424 Knaresborough
425 Knutsford
426 Lamberhurst
427 Hawkhurst
428 Hurst Green

*429 Newenden
430 Northiam

*43i Peasmarsh
432 Rolvenden

433 Sandhurst

434 Lampeter

435 Aberayron
436 Lancaster

437 Kirby Stephen

438 Sedbergh

439 Launceston
440 Holsworthy
441 Stratton .

442 Bude
443 Lawton
444 Leamington
445 Leatherhead

446 Ledbury .

447 Leeds
448 Leek
449 Leicester

Wilts.

Berks.

Middx.

Hunts.

Kent.

)7

Somt.
Devon.
Somt.
Essex.

Suff.

Salop.

I. of IVIan.

Devon.
Channel Isles.

Essex.
Westmd.

Cumb.
Northants.

Worcs.
Hunts.
Warvvs.
Devon.
Herefs.

Radnors.

Surrey.

Westmd.
Yorks.
Chesh.
Kent.

Sussex.

Kent.

Glams.
Cards.

Lanes.
Westmd.
Yorks.
Corn.
Devon.
N. Devon.

Chesh.
Warws.
Surrey.

Heref.

Yorks.
Staffs.

Leics.

450
451

452

453
454
455
456
457
458

459
460
461

462

463
464

*465
466
467
468
469
*47o

471
472

473
474
475
476
477
478

479
480
481

482
483
484
485
486
487
488

489
*490

491
492

493
494
495

*496

497
49S

499
500

501

502

503
504
505
506

507
SoS

509
*5io
511

Leighton Buzzard
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512



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. i6i

637 Reigate .

638 Retford .

639 Rhayader
*64o Devil's Bridge
641 Richmond
642 Ravenglass

643 Rickmansvvorth

644 Ringvvood

645 Ripley

646 Ripon
647 Robertsbridge
648 Rochdale .

649 Littleborough

650 Rochester

65

1

Rochford .

652 Rockingham
653 Romsey .

654 Ross

65 s Rotherham
656 Wath
657 Rougham
658 Royston .

659 Rugby
65o Rugeley .

661 Great Heywood
*662 Shirleywhich
*663 Wolseley Bridge
*664 Rusheyford

665 Ruthin
666 Ryde
667 Rye
668 Romford .

669 Saffron Waldron
670 St. Austell

67

1

Grampound
672 St. Mawes
673 Mevagissey

*674 Tregoney

67s St. Albans
676 St. Asaph
677 St. Clears

678 St. Colomb
679 St. Helens
680 St. Ives .

*68i Somersham
682 St. Leonard's-on

683 Salisbury .

684 Downton .

685 Wilton .

686 St. Neots .

687 Sandbach
688 Sandwich
689 Sawbridgeworth
690 Saxmundham
691 Aldborough
692 Yoxford .

693 Scarborough

694 Scole

695 Selby

696 Settle

697 Sevenoaks
698 Shaftesbury

699 Sheerness

Sea

Surrey.
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763 Swansea .



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 163

894 Winslow .
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o 48 Normanton



OBLITERATION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 165

A 87 Forestfach
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C 27 Cleckheaton
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D 59 Marske-by-the-Sea
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E87
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G 14
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*72 Cairndow
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206 Kinross
207 Kirkwall
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331 Turriff .



OBLITERA TION MARKS WITH NUMBERS. 173

|-V|il()4? 9E ^ -

IRELAND.

I Abbeyleix
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62 Belfast .
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166 Crumlin
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266 Kildorrey
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369 Pallasgreen
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465 Clarecastle
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\ith June, 1855, to 2%tk February, 1866.

For each packet not exceeding 4 oz. ... ... ... ... id.

„ exceeding 4 oz., and not exceeding 8 oz. ... ... 2d.

„ „ 8 oz. „ 16 oz. ... ,.. 4d.

„ „ I lb. „ \\ lb. ..". ... 6d.

2d. being charged for every additional half pound or any less weight.

\st March, 1866, to yifh September, 1870.

For each packet not exceeding 4 oz. ... ... ... ... id.

„ exceeding 4 oz., not exceeding 8 oz. ... ... ... 2d.

„ „ 8 oz. „ 12 oz. ... ... ... 3d.

„ „ 12 oz. „ 16 oz. ... ... ... 4d.

id. for every additional 4 oz.

From 1st October, 1870.

For every 2 oz., or fraction of that weight, -^d.

RATES OF POSTAGE FOR INLAND PATTERN POST.

1st October, 1863, to 31^-/ August, 1864.

For each packet of patterns not more than 4 oz. ... ... ... 3d.

„ „ more than 4 oz., but not more than 8 oz. ... 6d.

,,8 oz. „ -16 oz. ... IS.

„ „ „ 16 oz. „ 24 oz. ... IS. 6d.

No packet of patterns must exceed 24 oz.

1st September, 1864, to iZth February, 1866.

For each packet of patterns not more than 4 oz. ... ... ... 2d.

„ „ more than 4 oz., but not more than 8 oz. ... 4d.

80Z. „ 16 oz. ... 8d.

, „ „ 16 oz. „ 24 oz. ... IS.

Packets exceeding 24 oz. were charged at letter rate.

\st March, 1866, to i\st January, 1870.

For each packet of patterns not more than 4 oz. ... ... .• 2d

„ „ more than 4 oz., but not more than 8 oz ... 4d.

80Z. „ 12 oz. ... 6d

„ 12 oz. „ 16 oz. ... 8d.

lib. „ ijlb. ... lod.

„ lilb. „ i^lb.

No packet must exceed 24 oz. m weight.

IS.

From \st February, 1870.

For every 4 oz.

No packet to exceed 12 oz. in weight.

id
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Number of Postage Stamps, etc., issued from Somerset House

I 840-1 876

Face
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Face
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APPENDIX F.

A List of the Papers issued under the direction of the Mercantile Committee on
Postage, in 1838 and 1839, by Mr. Ashurst, Parliamentary Agent, and Mr. H. Cole,

Secty. Mr. Ashurst's papers are marked "A," Mr. Cole's "C."

1. Circular accompanying suggestions (A).

2. Suggestions, distributed to mercantile firms throughout the country, to Houses
of Lords and Commons, etc. (A).

3. Circular, soliciting information, etc., distributed with the last (A).

4. Circular, for subscription, addressed to Fire and Life Offices, Companies of the

City and other Corporate Bodies (C).

5 to 18. Thirteen numbers of the Post Circular. The average number printed of

each number was about 1750. The whole set was sent from time to time to every news-

paper in the United Kingdom, about 250 of every number to the friends of the Postage

Cause, and the Mercantile Committee. One or more numbers were sent to every Town
Council, Chamber of Commerce, Public Library, News Room, Mechanics' Institute

Board of Guardians, Clerk of Poor Law Union, Minister of Religion, Church of England

(above 12,000) or otherwise. Country Bankers, etc., throughout the Kingdom (C).

19. Circular accompanying Petitions (C).

20. Letter to Scotch Newspapers (C).

21. Window Bill for Petitions (C).

22. Petition Bill for Institutions (C).

23. Specimen letter of Single and Double Postage, 500 copies distributed (C).

24. Do. sent to about 44 Mechanics' Institutes (C).

25. Scene at Windsor Castle, 2000 printed, sent to Lords and Commons, etc. (C).

26. Another Edition, 2000 printed (C).

27. Cheap Editions, nearly 100,000 of these were either sold or distributed.

28. 40,000 were stitched in "Nicholas Nickleby" (C).

29. Postage Report, printed by Spectator, 3000 Copies generally circulated to every

Newspaper, etc. (C).

30. Circular to every Newspaper in the United Kingdom (C).

31. Letter about Subscriptions, to Chambers of Commerce, etc. (C).

32. Subscription list (C).

33. Letter to Printers, etc., about Petitioning (C).

34. Bill for Petitions.

34 15. Do. of another size.

35. Do. nearly 500, circulated in Franks about the Country (C).

36. Advertisement of Petition for Newspapers (C).

37. Advertisement inserted gratuitously in most Country Papers (C).

37^. Letter to Traders (A).

38. Summons for West End Committee (C).

39. Specimen of Stamp (C).

40. Explanation of Stamps (C).

41. Second edition of ist specimen of stamp (C).

42. Another specimen of stamp addressed particularly to the Paper Makers (C).

43. Report of Mercantile Committee, very generally circulated (A).
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44a. Report of Manchester Meetings.

44. Deputation to Lord Melbourne (C).

45. Woodcut of mail, about 3000 printed, sent to Lords and Commons (C).

46. " McCuUoch answered by R. Hill," prepared for Post Circular, but not issued.

47. Specimen of Postage Charges, 1500 circulated (C).

48. Bill for 1st Public Meeting 500 (C).

,49. Hand-bill for Public Meeting 30,000 (C).

50. Hustings Ticket, 500 printed (C).

51. Invitation 500 (C).

52. Postponement notice (Mr. Moffatt).

53. Bill for 2nd Meeting 500 (C).

54. Hustings Ticket 500 (C).

55. Invitation 500 (C).

56. Another form of Invitation 50 (C).

57. Broadside Summons to Meeting 500 (C).

58. Broadside Summons about Petition 500 (C).

59. Second Broadside about Petition (C).

60. Resolutions passed at Meeting (C).

61. Petition adopted at Meeting (C).

62. Instructions for signing Petition (C).

63. Form of Westminster Petition (C).

64. Summons to Members of Parliament whilst the Bill was in the House of
Commons (C).

65. R. Hill's paper on Stamps (C).

66. Facts and Estimates on Increase, sent to Lords and Commons (C).

67. Letters to Town Councils, etc., which had petitioned once (C).

68. What Fresh Legislative Powers are required, sent to Lords and Commons (C).

69. Summary of Petitions, for Newspapers (C).

yo. Analysis of the 2007 Petitions (C).

APPENDIX G.

The following list has no apparent connection with the subject of this book, but it

was found with Mr. Hendy's MS., and it is of interest to philatelists as being a scheme
of colours for denoting the various values of the Colonial Postage Stamps arranged many
years ago.—E. B. E.

1861.

COLOUR OF COLONIAL POSTAGE STAMPS.
^d., raw umber,

id., brick or red.

2d., blue.

2jd., pale pink.

3d., violet.

4d., carmine.

5d., burnt umber.

6d., lilac.

8d., Italian brown.

9d., chocolate,

lod., purple.

IS., green.

IS. gd., lemon.

2s., pink.



STAMP CATALOGUE.
Most varieties have our selling prices quoted for unused and used stamps.

POCKET SIZE, in Two Volumes, 71x5 inches.

VOL. I.—Published Yearly.

POSTAGE STAMPS OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND THE BRITISH COLONIES.

Price 2/6 ;
post-free, 2/9. (Weight, i ib.)

VOL II.—Published Yearly.

POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE REST OF
THE WORLD.

Price 2/6; post-free, 2/10. (Weight, 4 lbs.)

The Colleclor will find in this Catalogue a mass of useful information given by no other catalogue
known to iis. We divide and price separately all minor varieties of perforation, watermark,
and type, and thus enable the collector to discover the value of rare varieties he may possess, and
which are not given in any other catalogue.

tm- NONE OF OUR PRICES ARt GUESS-WORK; they are all based on our stock of

stamps, and all stamps priced are in stock as we go to press.

Entirely Revised and Greatly Enlarged.

ALBUM WEEDS.
By the Rev. R. B. EAREE.

THIRD EDITION. PUBLISHED 1906-7.

Vol. I. Afghanistan to Luxemburg. About 580 pages, demy 8vo.

Vol. II. Madeira to Zululand. About 720 pages

THIS Work is an absolute necessity to the careful Philatelist, who is naturally

anxious to ensure the absence of forgeries from his collection. Every

endeavour has been made by the Author, in the description of new and dangerous

forgeries, etc., to bring the work fully up to date. Amongst the numerous additions

may be noted an elaborate description of technical terms met with in the course

of collecting. This section will be found especially useful for the guidance of the

novice or young collector. The illustrations have been considerably augmented,

and a large and most interesting series of postmarks, specially drawn, together

with an index for reference, will be found included. Altogether the Publishers

have no hesitation in recommending this publication as a most valuable adjunct

to a Philatelic Library, and useful ahke to Collector and Dealer.

Bound in embossed gilt cloth.

No. 1063. Vol. I.—Price, 10/=; post-free, 10/5; abroad, 10/10.

No. 1064. Vol.11. „ 10/=; „ 10/5; „ 11/=.

Weights : 1063, 2\ lbs. ; 1064, 3 lbs.



THE STANLEY GIBBONS

Philatelic Handbooks

No, "PORTUGUESE INDIA."
By the late GILBERT HARRISON and LIEUT. F. H. NAPIER, R.N.

A HANDBOOK for Specialists and Dealers, with prices of nearly all the
"^^ rare Stamps and minor varieties of this difficult country, and full of notes and
explanations of all the issues.

IVith two full plates of Photographic Illustrations of the various types.

No. 1054. Strong Paper Cover. Price 4/6.

No. 1301. Bound in Cloth. Price 6/-.

"Weight, 12 oz. Postage, 3d extra.

No. "SOUTH AUSTRALIA/'
By LIEUT. NAPIER and the late GORDON SMITH.

T~*HIS Publication contains a mass of information of the highest value to specialists
-*- and general collectors. It contains one of the most complete lists of the Depart-

mental Stamps ever compiled.

Weight, 1i lb.

With three full plates of Photographic Illustratio7is, shozving the Departmental Letters

and the various types of surcharge on the lod. Stamps, etc.

No. 1055. Bound in Gilt Cloth, 9/6 ;
post- free, 9/10 ; abroad, 9/11.

No 3 "SHANGHAI."
By the late W. B. THORNHILL.

''PHIS Handbook is illustrated with eight full plates of Photographic Illustrations,

showing the varieties of the early issues and the later surcharges, etc., etc.

No. 1056. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, 12 oz. Price 5/-
;
post-free, 5/3.

No. 1.302. Bound in Gilt Cloth. Weight, i lb. Price 7/6; post-free, 7/9; abroad, 7/10.

No. 4. "SAINT VINCENT."
By F. H. NAPIER and E. D. BACON. '

npHIS Handbook is illustrated with two full Autotype Plates, one of which shows
illustrations of the Stamps and surcharges, and the other the various perforations

found in the Stamps of the Colony.

No. 1057. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, 12 oz. Price 5/-
;
post-free, 5/3.

No. 1303. Bound in Gilt Cloth. Weight, i lb. Price 7/6; post-free, 7/9; abroad, 7/10.



Philatelic Handbooks.

—

continued.

No 5 'BARBADOS."
By E. D. BACON and F. H. NAPIER.

With a History and Description of tlie Star=waterniarlced Papers of
Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co.

THIS important publication, consisting of 120 pages, is illustrated with tliree sheets of auto-
types of Stamps (especially showing all the varieties of the id. on half of 5s.), three facsimile

reproductions of the Star watermarlcs, an Appendix containing copies of original correspondence,
etc., etc., u list of the number of stamps of each value printed by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co.,
and Messrs. De La Rue & Co., etc.

No. 1058. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, \\ lbs. Price 7/6; post-free, 7/10 ; abroad, 7/11.

No. 1304. Bound in Gilt Cloth. Weight, ij lbs. Fric? 10/6; post-free, 10/10; abroad, 11/-.

No, 6.

Reprints of Postal Adhesive Stamps
AND THEIR CHARACTERISTICS.

By E. D. BACON.

168 PAGES WITH 426 ILLUSTRATIONS.

No. 1059. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, lib. Price 4/-; post-free, 4/3; abroad, 4/4.

No. 1305. Bound in Cloth. Weight, ij lbs. Price 5/6; post-free, 5/10; abroad, 5/11.

No 7
* GRENADA."

By E. D. BACON and P. H. NAPIER.

'~T~'HIS Work is most interesting, as it comprises not only an exhaustive history of the stamps

X of Grenada, with their many intricate and minor varieties, but gives also a full and reliable

history and list of all the stamps that have been perforated by Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Co.
The Handbook is illustrated with nine full-size autotype plates, viz. :—Two plates of the "A"

and "B" perforating machines, two plates of "perforations," three plates of the" Star" water-

marked papers, and two plates of Grenada stamps ; also a large number of illustrations throughout

the text.

No. 1060. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, \\ lbs. Price 7/6; post-free, 7/10 ; abroad, 7/11.

No. 1036. Bound in Cloth. Weight, i^ lbs. Price 9/6; post-free, 9/10; abroad, 10/-.

No. 8. A History of tJie Postage Stamps
of Sicily.

By DR. EMILIO DIENA. Translated by MAJOR EVANS.

THIS is one of the most complete works that have been pubhshed upon any philatelic subject,

containing as it does not only a detailed description of an exceptionally interesting series of

stamps, but also a brief history of the country to which they belong, a biography of the celebrated

artist by whom the fine portrait of King "Bomba" was engraved, a full account of the circumstances

under which the stamps were issued, of the difficulties in the production of the plates, of the various

essays and proposals for subsequent issues, and a description of the postmarks and obliterations.

The book is illustrated with twenty full-page autotype plates, showing seven complete or re-

constructed sheets, varieties of retouches, etc., and various illustrations in the text.

No. 1061. Strong Paper Cover. Weight, ij lbs. Price 21/-; post-free, 21/4; abroad, 21/6.

I IRDADV PniTlftN Handsomely bound in Half Red Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra Gilt

LiIDHAKi CfLUllWil. ^^^^^ ^„ ^ Edges. Cloth Pocket inside the Cover to iiold Set of Plates.

Kg. 1062, Price 30/-
;
post-free, 30/5 ; abroad, 30/11. Weight, 2\ lbs.



No. 9.—The POSTAGE STAMPS, etc., of the

Fiji Islands.
By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

With numerous Illustrations in the text and also 15 full plates of

Photogravure lUus'.rations.

This entirely new work is of the same size and form as the publications

of the Royal Philatelic Society.

It is divided into fourteen chapters and three appendices.

The two plates of the "Fiji Times" Express stamps are illustrated

and their history is given in full. The rare V.R. overprints are all plated

for the first time, the different settings are illustrated and the position on

the plates of all the errors in the overprint has been determined.

In the following issues the conversion of the blocks of the "C.R."
stamps into those of "V.R.", by means of the insertion of wooden
plugs, is fully explained for the first time, and there is much new informa-

tion about the later issues, with description and illustrations of essays

and proofs, also of Duty, Frank, and Cake Fair Stamps.

No. 1522. In Strong Paper Cover. 21/-. Post-free, 21/4; abroad, 21/7.

Weight, if lbs.

LIBRARY EDITION.
Handsomely bound in hall Red Morocco, Art Vellum Sides, extra gill back and

edges, with cloth pocket inside the cover to hold the fifteen pla'es.

No. 1523. Price, 30/-. Post-free, 30/5; abroad, 30/10. Weight, 2|lbs.

Colour Dictionary.
Giving over Two Hundred Names of Colours used in Printing, etc.

Specially prepared for Stamp Collectors by B. W. WARHURST.
Of the greatest possible use to Stamp Collectors, particularly to those

who specialize in colour shades. Useful in many businesses to give a

more definite idea of the colours represented by certain names in

common use, which are very frequently misunderstood.

SUITABLE FOR USE IN SCHOOLS.
Illustrating Sixty different colours on White paper, all correctly

named, showing solid blocks of colour, as well as lines of shading, and
forming a most interesting and valuable treatise on the theory and
practice of Colour.

No. 1524. Strong Paper Cover. Price, 2/6; post-free, 2/8.

No. 1525. Cloth Bound. „ 4/6; „ 4/9.

Weights: 1524, 8 oz. ; 1525, 12 oz.



AFRICA-PART III
Thirty Full-page Plates of Illustrations. Over 460 Large Pages of Reading Matter.

\S^E have much pleasure in announcing that the Royal Philatelic Society, London, has entered
into an arrangement with our firm by which we agree to publish for the Society a certain

number of Handbooks that have been in preparation for a considerable time.

The books will be issued as nearly as possible to match in size and appearance the other
publications of the Society.

The first book that we have published under this arrangement is the long-expected volume
entitled

—

"AFRICA—Ra.t-t III."

The Colonies and Protectorates included in this book are

—

Oil RivBfs ana Niger Coast Soutltern Nigeria.
Protectorate. Stellaland.

New Republic. Swaxieland.

Tango"r^'Jnlate. %-"*" ^'7— ««""*"-
Orange River Colony. iransvaal.

St. Helena. Uganda Protectorate.
Seychelles. Zanzibar.
Sierra Leone. Zululand.

As may be seen from this list, the work is one of the most important that the Society has issued.

The work is edited by Mr. E. D. Bacon, and his collaborators were Messrs. W. D.
Beckton, C. J. Daun, T. W. Hall, A. de Reuterskiold, and R. B. Yardley.

The full-sized plates are thirty in number, and some hundreds of illustrations are dispersed
throughout the text.

The entire edition of the work consists of 750 copies ; of these about 300 will be wanted for

members of the Society and for other purposes, so that only about 450 will remain for sale.

No. 1073. Price 40/=; post-free in Great Britain, 40/6. Weight, 4I lbs.

The "Postage and Telegraph Stamps of

BRITISH INDIA
With 23 full'Size Plates and numerous other Illustrations.

PART I.

POSTAGE STAMPS.
By L. L R. Hausburg.

PART II.

TELEGRAPH STAMPS.
By C. Stewart-Wilson and C. S. F. Crofton.

'T''H1S is the first handbook that we have produced for the Philatelic Society of India, and
we trust that it will be considered a credit both to the Society and to our own firm.

The volume contains 215 pages, similar in size and get-up to the publications of the Royal
Philatelic Society, London.

The important plates have been produced by the photogravure process ; this is very costly,

but gives the most magnificent results. The cost of the plates and other illustrations has
exceeded ;^400.

There is an immense amount of new information in this volume, and especially important are

the numerous retouches discovered by Mr. Hausburg in the stamps of the first issue.

Important chapters are those dealing with the Essays, Reprints, and Forgeries.

No. 1077. Price 40/= ;
post-free in Great Britain, 40/5 ; abroad, 41/-.

(Weight, 3 lbs.)



The Mulready Envelope
And its Caricatures.

By MAJOR EDWARD B. EVANS.

240 pages, and about 45 full page illustrations.

No. 1065. Strongly bound in extra cloth, gilt lettering, marble burnished edges, etc , 6/-;

post-free, 6/5 ; abroad, 6/9. Weight, aj lbs.

Stamp Collecting as a Pastime.
By the late E. S. NANKIVELL.

A GOOD readable handbook, written by the one-time Editor of Gibbons Stamp Weekly s.x\A late Philatelic

Editor of The Captain. The book affords a peep behind the scenes and explains how it is that, after more
than half a century of existence, stamp collecting has never been more popular than it is to-day.

No. 1066. Profusely illustrated and well bound in art cloth, price 1/-
;

post-free, 1/3 ; abroad, 1/4. Weight, i lb.

Fifty Years of Philately.
(The History of Stanley Gibbons, Ltd.)

To which is added a chapter on Stamp Collecting as an Investment.

By CHARLES J. PHILLIPS.

No. 1067. Profusely illustrated and well bound in strong paper cover, price 1/-, post-free.

The Stamp Collector.
By HARDY and BACON.

THIS well-known and most interesting handbook was published in iBgS by Mr. George Redway hi his Collecio-
Series. On the failure of this publisher, we purchased the balance of the edition—about 1200 copies—and are

now able to offer the work at a great reduction on its original price.

No. 1069. Well bound in art cloth, gilt lettered, 247 illustrations, 294 pages.
Price 4/6; post-free, 4/10; abroad, 5/1. Weight, ij lbs.

A GLOSSARY FOR PHILATELISTS,
E^TITLED

Stamps and Stamp Collecting.
(THIRD EDITION),

By MAJOR E. B. EVANS.
THIS Work is intended to fill a void which has hitherto existed in the Philatelist's Library. It will be found

invaluable as a most useful and indeed a standard book to refer to in all cases of doubt or obscurity appertaining
to Postage Stamps and their surroundings.

The Collector is not infrequently perplexed by the various terms employed, and the fullest explanations are here
given of such.

Much interesting information is aisp included as to the various classes of, and the manufacture of the paper
employed, the typography, the_ embossing, the perforating or rouletting, together with many instructive and
interesting details connected with the fascinating science of Stamp collecting.

^ No. 1070. Strong paper cover. Price 2/- ; post-free, 2/3,

No. 1308. Bound in gilt cloth. Price 4/-
;
post-free, 4/3 ; abroad, 4/4.

Wtights : 1070, 12 oz ; 1308, i lb.



'' Coddington " Magnifying Glass.

r-TT -B

1093,

A FINE Coddington Glass, of high power and large field ; the base

is flat, so that the glass may be placed right on the stamp to be

examined. Of the greatest use in detecting forgeries, and examining

stamps for retouches or flaws.

Packed in Cardboard Box. Weight 4 oz.

No. 1093. Price 5s. ; Post-free, 5s. Id. ; abroad (letter post only), 5s. 7d.

Pocket Magnifying Glass.

1092.

THIS Glass consists of two specially worked lenses, mounted in a

handsome polished black horn frame, and folds up compactly for

the pocket. The lenses may be used singly, or together, should a very

high power be required.

The Glass is absolutely identical with that formerly sold at

7s. 6d., and at the present price cannot be equalled elsewhere.

Packed in Cardboard box. Weight 2 oz.

No. 1092. Price 4s. ; Post-free, 4s. Id. ; abroad (letter post only), 4s. 4d.

IMPORTANT NOTE.
MESSRS. STANLEY GIBBONS LTD. publish over 50 different kinds

of Postage Stamp Albums and Collecting Books, as well as being the.

manufacturers of every kind of philatelic accessory.

Complete list of Publications and Accessories, as well as list containing

particulars of about 150O packets and sets of stamps sent gratis on receipt

of name and address.



WHAT IS YOUR FAVOUfilTE COUNTRY?

Let us send you an APPROVAL SELECTION.

OUR
APPROVAL SHEETS

^a^^Ra

ARE MADE UP OF
PICKED COPIES
They are arranged in over sixty different sheets, so that a Collector
who goes through them all will have had the chance of making his

selection from more than

SIX THOUSAND DIFFERENT STAMPS
We keep a record of every sheet a collector has had, so that we never

send a collector the same sheet twice.

APPROVAL BOOKS
FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS
We have an assortment of MANY HUNDREDS of small books of

Choice Picked Stamps of every Country or District in the World

Which can be sent by post in an ordinary registered envelope to all parts
of the World. These books as a rule include Used and Unused Stamps.

In all cases we shall lay ourselves out to meet the SPECIALREQUIREMENTS of each individual client, whether the amount
required be LARGE OR SMALL.

On the above we allow a discount of lo per cent—2s. off each 20s.
Collectors need not_ hesitate to ask for a sending because their purchases
may be small. Shillings run into pounds, and we shall be pleased to

cater for the small as well as the large buyer.

STANLEY GIBBONS, Ltd.
391 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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